
 

Theodore Payne Foundation, a non-profit plant nursery, seed source, book store, 
and education center dedicated to the preservation of wild flowers and California 
native plants. This a report for April 3, 2015. New reports will be posted each Friday 
through the end of May. 

                                 

              Desert lily (Hesperocaulis undulata). Photo by Michael Charters. 

Well, if you’ve been in denial about the severe drought in California, our Governor 
forced a reality check on us this past week. Sierra snowpack 6% of normal! Our 
spring is definitely short this year, so get out and enjoy the fading color palette of the 
Easter season. Enjoy!! 

This report is almost three weeks old now, but I understand from recent visitors that 
many of these flowers are still nice. I should get an update next week, but 
meanwhile, go and enjoy a nice, leisurely drive through the area. Wildflowers on 
Figueroa Mountain in the Los Padres National Forest started early this year. Crossing 



the first cattle guard, look for popcorn flowers (Plagiobothrys sp), blue dicks 
(Dichelostemma capitatum), buttercups (Ranunculus californica), fiddlenecks 
(Amsinckia sp.), Johnny jump-up (Viola pedunculata), fiesta flowers (Pholistoma 
auritum), miner’s lettuce (Claytonia sp.), sky lupine (Lupinus nanus), hummingbird 
sage (Salvia spathaceae)  and milk maids (Calindrinia californica). At the second 
bend, you will add to your previous  sightings down the road, the vivid, red Indian 
paintbrush (Castilleja sp.) starting to bloom on the rock formations and a carpet of 
shooting stars (Dodecatheon sp.). Further up on the left are more lupine, buttercups, 
popcorn flowers, fiesta flowers, and blue dicks. Soon you encounter the road lined 
with lovely, white flowering ceanothus (Ceanothus sp.) along with prickly phlox 
(Linanthus californicus), wild onions (Allium sp.), orange wall flowers (Erysium 
capitatum), and coreopsis (Leptosyne sp.). The charming and beautiful chocolate 
lilies (Fritillaria biflora) are making their grand entrance at Vista Point (large gravel 
turnout about 11.4 miles from the bottom). In the serpentine area across the road, 
you’ll see more California poppies (Eschscholzia californica), buttercups, blue dicks, 
shooting stars, wild onions and coreopsis. About a mile beyond the Figueroa Fire 
Station, the slopes on your left are rapidly beginning to fill with sky lupine and 
California poppies. Along this stretch, also look for bush lupine (Lupinus excubitus), 
and the beginning of caterpillar phacelias, (Phacelia  cicutaria). Beautiful displays of 
flowers continue past the Davy Brown Trailhead. As you continue for yet another 
quarter mile, there is a turnout on the left. Walk a few steps into that field to see 
gorgeous chocolate lilies, popcorn flower and shooting stars. From Ranger Peak to 
Cachuma Saddle, the Ceanothus continues to bloom, along with bush lupine, bush 
poppies (Dendromecon rigida), sticky leaf monkey flowers (Mimulus aurantiacus), 
purple nightshade (Solanum sp.)), Indian paintbrush, purple sage (Salvia 
leucophylla), and prickly phlox. These wildflower displays continue to amaze as you 
start your descent down Happy Canyon, through the  old Cachuma Campground, to 
the end of your journey through Figueroa Mountain. This drive is well worth the trip. 
You are encouraged to use the turnouts often and be safe on the road. 

 

   Clematis (Clematis ligusticifolia) and fiesta flower (Pholistoma auritum) 
                                         Photos by Irina Shchipanova 

 
This is our first wildflower report for Hungry Valley SVRA. It is also may be the last of 
the season, so you need to get out there and enjoy the sights. It is a place for ORV 
enthusiasts, but while you are there, enjoy the wildflowers! Because it has been so 



warm, the yellow is fading as the fiddlenecks (Amsinckia sp.) and goldenbush 
(Ericameria linearifolia) push past their prime; but it is still part of the color palette at 
Hungry Valley SVRA with the bladder-pod (Peritoma arborea) and wild parsley 
(Apiastrum angustifolium) in full bloom now. The lupine (Lupinus sp.) and the purple 
sage (Salvia dorrii) add a vibrant splash of color to the park. The Indian paintbrush 
(Castilleja sp.) and the scarlet bugler (Penstemon centrathafolius) add patches of red 
to the landscape. Our State Flower, the California poppy (Eschscholzia californica), is 
showing up as bright orange patches on the hillsides. The grass is already turning 
brown, so, unless there is some rain soon, it may be a short season for wildflowers. 
Plan your visit now! But, beware; warm weather has brought out the rattlesnakes, 
too! Please watch where you are walking when viewing the flowers. 
 
	  In the Antelope Valley region, wild flower sightings are patchy, but still nice in a few 
places. The Antelope Valley California State Poppy Reserve has lost its peak poppy 
displays due to unseasonable heat and wind, but a few blooms still exist. On 
Lancaster Road there is still a decent poppy display along the road leading up to the 
Reserve. The trails at the Resserve have scattered poppies (Eschscholzia 
californica), forget-me-nots (Cryptantha spp.), sun cups (Camissoniopsis sp.), lupines 
(Lupinus spp.) and an occasional beavertail cactus (Optuntia basilaris). On the North 
Loop Trail, there are still some cream cups (Platystemon californicus), evening snow 
(Linanthus dichotomus) and owl’s clover (Castilleja sp.). Nearby at the Alpine Butte 
Wildlife Sanctuary, look for desert dandelions (Malacothrix glabrata), Fremont 
pincushion (Chaenactis fremontii), Davy gilia (Gilia latiflora), and Wallace’s woolly 
daisy (Eriophyllum wallacei). At Devil’s Punchbowl, go for the landscape and 
geology, but also enjoy the showy plants–linear leaf goldenbush (Ericameria 
linearifolia), wall flowers (Erysimum capitatum), Fremont’s phacelia (Phacelia 
fremontii), popcorn flowers (Plagiobothrys spp.), blazing star (Mentzelia sp.), baby-
blue-eyes (Nemophilia menziesii), and scarlet bugler (Penstemon centranthafolius).  

                 
Scarlet bugler (Penstemon centranthifolius) under scrutiny by field biologist with a 

Jepson Manual! Photo by Thomas Stroughton. 



 
The following report is two weeks old, but may still be worthy of exploration if you are 
out enjoying the spring break in the high desert regions. Here is a great road trip wild 
flower journal from a couple of native plant enthusiasts who traveled through 
Antelope Valley to the Panamints, Death Valley and back south through Barstow and 
Joshua Tree. Nice trip! The Antelope Valley and the Poppy Preserve had an amazing 
display, though apparently short lived. A couple of weeks ago, we saw plenty of wild 
flowers including poppies (Eschscholzia californica), fiddleneck (Amsinckia sp.), 
miniature lupine (Lupinus bicolor), goldfields (Lasthenia sp.), and Indian paintbrush 
(Castilleja sp.).  
 
For a quieter, less visited spot, continue west on Lancaster Road to the Arthur B. 
Ripley Woodland Desert State Park. The wild flowers were just coming out last week 
so it should be a good spot for a while. Blooms included desert sage (Salvia dorrii), 
white layia (Layia glandulosa), chia (Salvia columbariae), interior goldenbush 
(Ericameria linearifolia)), blue dicks (Dichelostemma capitatum), Joshua tree  (Yucca 
brevifolia), sun cups (Camissoniopsis sp.), and beautiful rockcress (Arabis sp). North 
of Mojave on State Highway 14 the desert mallows (Sphaeralcea ambigua) are 
blooming along the side of the road. Take a slight diversion along Red Rock-
Randsburg Road to the south side of Red Rock Canyon State Park. On the south 
side of the road were desert dandelion (Malacothrix glabrata). The brown-eyed 
primroses (Chylismia claviformis) were in bloom but, along with other wildflowers, 
rapidly were being consumed by a horde of white-lined sphinx moth caterpillars. 

 
Sphinx moth caterpillar, desert dandelion (Malacothrix glabrata). 

Photos by Barbara Eisenstein 
 

Fremont pincushion (Chaenactis fremontii), white-stemmed stick-leaf (Mentzelia sp.), 
popcorn flowers (Plagiobothrys spp.) and cryptantha (Cryptantha spp.), along with 
other small "belly flowers" were blooming along the roadside. The dirt road entering 
Red Rock Canyon State Park from the south is very poor and so we only went about 
1/3 of a mile into the park. Still we found a spot with thistle sage (Salvia carduaceae), 
pygmy golden poppy (Eschscholzia minutiflora), Fremont pincushion (Chaenactis 
fremontii), and others. A short walk into Darwin Fall off 190, west of Panamint 
Springs, had occasional wild flowers including phacelias (Phacelia spp.), brittlebush 
(Encelia farinosa), broad-flowered gilia (Gilia latifolia), golden evening primrose 
(Oenothera primiveris), lilac sunbonnets (Langloisia setosissima ssp. punctata) and 
gravel ghost (Atrichoseris platyphylla). Seep monkey flowers (Mimulus guttaus) were 



blooming by the water. Nice wild flowers can be found on 190 on the east slope of 
Panamint Valley heading towards Stovepipe Wells. Look for desert five-spot 
(Eremalche rotundifolia), broad-leafed gilia (Gilia latifolia), phacelias (Phacelia spp.), 
desert gold-poppy (Eschscholzia glyptosperma), golden evening primrose 
(Oenothera primiveris) and lesser mohavea (Mohavea confertiflora). Creosote bush 
(Larrea tridentata) is just coming into bloom. Continuing further on 190, between 
Beatty Junction and Bad Water, the desert floor is tinted yellow with desert sunflower 
(Geraea canescens). A closer look reveals broad-leafed gilia (Gilia latifolia), desert 
star (Monoptilon bellioides) and purple mat (Nama demissum). There are two nice 
spots east of Ashford Junction on Highway 178 near Jubilee Pass and Salsberry 
Pass. The beavertail cactus (Opuntia basilaris) is coming into bloom. There is Mojave 
aster (Xylorhiza tortifolia), and a lot of other tiny wild flowers to be enjoyed, though 
the desert floor was not carpeted in garish color. You need to get out of the car and 
wander around to find them. Camp Rock Road in the Newberry Springs Wilderness, 
east of Barstow, has some exceptional spots. This well maintained dirt road is a great 
place to hunt wild flowers. We saw Bigelow's coreopsis (Leptosyne bigelovii), 
poppies (Eschscholzia spp.), scale-bud (Anisocoma acaulis), Wallace's woolly daisy 
(Eriophyllum wallacei), chia (Salvia columbariae), goldfields (Lasthenia sp.), 
phacelias (Phacelia spp.), golden evening-primrose (Oenothera primiveris), white 
pincushion (Chaenactis sp.) and bladderpod (Peritoma arborea). Finally, don't miss 
the Black Rock Canyon Campground area of Joshua Tree. It was just coming into 
bloom on March 17th. We saw phacelias (Phacelia spp.), blue dicks (Dichelostemma 
capitatum), white layia (Layia glandulosa), suncups (Camissonia sp.), popcorn flower 
(Plagiobothrys spp.), crytantha (Cryptantha spp.), bladderpod (Peritoma arborea), 
chia (Salvia columbariae), scale-bud (Anisocoma acaulis), desert gold-poppy 
(Eschscholzia glyptosperma), brandegea (Brandegea bigelovii), purple mat (Nama 
demissum), and bajada lupine (Lupinus concinnus).   

              



 

Desert star (Monoptilon bellioides), Mojave aster (Xylorhiza tortifolia), scale bud 
(Anisocoma acaulis). Photos by Barbara Eisenstein 

 
Make an Easter weekend visit with family to Descanso Gardens in La Canada. Visit 
the New Oak Woodland and the Native Garden trails. There you will enjoy the 
excellent blooms of  tidy tips, (Layia platyglossa), baby blue-eyes (Nemophila 
menziesii), Arroyo lupine (Lupinus succulentus), the Chinese houses (Collinsia 
heterophylla), and California poppies (Eschscholzia californica). Under the majestic 
oaks look for bright spots of color displayed by California sunflower (Encelia 
californica), monkey flower (Mimulus aurantiacus), scarlet bugler (Penstemon 
centranthiflorus), and various phacelia species (Phacelia spp.). Make sure you stop 
at the Natives Desert Garden to see the fairy dusters—the Baja (Calliandra 
californica) and the pink (Calliandra eriophylla). You’ll probably have to share the 
space around the fairy dusters with the hungry little hummingbirds! You and the 
hummingbirds will also like the red and yellow chuparosas (Justicia californica) and 
cheery apricot mallow (Sphaeralcea ambigua). 

 
There are over 30 species of wild flowers blooming along two popular trails at the 
Placerita Canyon Nature Center. This report will focus on two trails that you may 
enjoy visiting. The Canyon Trail is full of riparian blooms. The brilliant larkspur 
(Delphinium patens) are as deep of a purple that you will find. The delicate woodland 
star wildflowers (Lithophragma heterophyllum) shine up in the shade of the Canyon 
Oaks (Quercus chrysolepis). Further up the trail you may meet the orange-red lesser 
paintbrush (Castilleja minor). The Ecology Trail is full of blooms like holly-leaf cherry 
(Prunus ilicifolia) that have the bees buzzing in a frenzy. You can hear the bees busy 
at work from afar. Whispering bells (Emmenanthe penduliflora) are scattered about 
as well.The star of the show, however, is the Fremont's white star lily (Zigadenus 



fremontii). It is a rare find with its bunches of white flowers. The common phacelia 
(Phacelia distans) and caterpillar phacelia (Phacelia cicutaria) are in full bloom and fill 
some of the open spaces along the trail. The folks at Placerita point out wisely, that in 
our rush, rush, world, hikers often miss the true trail treasures. They welcome visitors 
to slow down and see the splendor of Nature's Spring Show. 

                     

Larkspur (Delphinium patens) and Fremont’s star lily (Zigadenus fremontii) 
At Placerita Canyon Nature Center. Photos by Irene Heerlein and RuthAnn Murthy. 

 
Here is a little jewel of a side trip on your way to or from Las Vegas. Located north of 
I-15 and east of HWY 127 in the Kingston Wash area. Good wildflower viewing from 
the BLM kiosk at Excelsior Mine Rd. Search out the nooks and crannies around the 
little washes and bajadas. They are the best places to find wildflowers and these are 
usually not far from the road. Remember to be “desert ready” with enough gas, water 
and sun protection when getting out to these areas. Well worth the excursion though. 
Many of the desert shrubs are blooming. Also desert mallow (Sphaeralcea ambigua), 
primroses (Oenothera spp.) and phacelias (Phacelia spp.) for gorgeous color.  

                         
Phacelia in foreground, golden evening primrose and globe mallow in background. 

Kingston Wash. Photo by Enoc Zuniga 



At the south entrance to Joshua Tree National Park, it’s all about the colors of red 
and yellow with abundant ocotillo (Fouquieria splendens) and Joshua Tree poppy 
(Eschscholzia androuxii). At Pinto Basin dunes, just in time for Easter, seek out the 
desert lily (Hesperocaulis undulata) and sand verbena (Abronia villosa). Also in nice 
bloom now is the desert senna (Senna armata). You pick up the red and yellow 
theme again at the north entrance environs where bright red-orange of the claret-
cupped cactus (Echinocereus mojavensis) and coreopsis (Leptosyne californica) are 
in bloom.  

                           

 
Ocotilla (Fouquieria splendens) in eastern Mohave Desert. Photos by Enoc Zuniga 

 
 
 



Here is a report from a portion of the Pacific Crest Trail in north San Diego County on 
S22 just east of Lake Henshaw and just west of Ranchita.  The PCT area was in full 
bloom, and the plants are happy! Some blue-flowered California lilacs (Ceanothus 
sp.) are spectacular on the drive along SR76, with flashes of beautiful wine-red color 
from the San Diego pea (Lathyrus vestitus var. alefeldii). Goldfields (Lasthenia sp.) 
were in good bloom at Lake Henshaw, with some patches of California dandelion 
(Malacothrix californica) in bloom. Along the west end of S2, there were lots of small 
annuals in bloom along the road.  Must stop and get out of the car to botanize the 
road. Some of the most abundant species in bloom in the first mile of the PCT 
were:baby blue eyes (Nemophila menziesii), southern gilia (Saltugilia australis), 
common cryptantha, (Cryptantha intermedia), Parish’s nightshade (Solanum parishii), 
whispering bells (Emmenanthe pendulaflora), blue dicks (Dichelostemma capitatum), 
woolly blue-curls (Trichostema parishii), bush poppy (Dendromecon rigida), cupped 
leaf ceanothus (Ceanothus perplexans). In addition, there were tons of both species 
of fringe pod (Thysanocarpus spp.).There are many other species in bloom that will 
delight you, including large numbers of the tiny white flowers (aka “dinkophytes”) of 
Douglas sandwort (Minuartia douglasii), one patch of the very tiny white flowers of 
willowgrass (Draba verna), many, many patches of the yet smaller white flowers (and 
cute tiny fruit!) of sandweed (Athysanus pusillus), and three jewelflower species 
(Caulanthus spp.) in bloom. 
 
At La Alba, a new Riverside County Habitat Conservation Area, still has good color 
to enjoy. Trailside blooms include black and white sage (Salvia mellifera and Salvia 
apiana) and yellow bush penstemon (Keckiela antirrhinoides). Poping up around the 
beautiful yellow bush penstemon are fire red paintbrush (Castilleja sp.) and blue 
larkspur (Delphinium sp.). Very colorful! Look for little patches of  baby blue-eyes 
(Nemophila menziesii), popcorn flowers (Plagiobothrys sp.), whispering bells 
(Emmenanthe penduliflora), phacelia species, (Phacelia spp.), royal goldfields 
(Lasthenia coronaria), ground pinks (Linanthus dianthiflorus), cream cups 
(Platystemon californicus), owl’s cover (Castilleja sp.) and splendid Mariposa lily 
(Calochortus splendens). Since this is a new area, here are the directions once again 
this week. From I-15 (Murrieta/Temecula area) take the Winchester Rd/N Hwy79 exit. 
Go north on Winchester Rd. approximately 4 miles to La Alba Dr. Turn left on La 
Alba, and drive to end of street and park. The trailhead is directly ahead and to the 
left of the trailhead sign. For the best blooms, take the small trail just beyond the 
main trail on the right. 

 
Two beautiful phacelias at La Alba Habitat Conservation Area. 

Photos by Kay Madore 



 
Another great weekend family destination is the Environmental Nature Center in 
Newport Beach. There is an Easter basket full of colorful spring blooms. Showy 
penstemon (Penstemon spectabilis) and woolly blue curls (Trichostema lanatum) are 
spectacular along with both coastal and desert brittlebushes (Encelia californica) and 
(Encelia farinosa). Indian mallow (Abutilon palmeri), California buckeye (Aesculus 
californica) and Island bush poppy (Dendromecon harfordii) fill in the pastel color 
palette. For fragrance, you can’t beat the mock orange (Philadelphus lewisii) and 
sages (Salvia clevelandii) and (Salvia leucophylla). The California poppies 
(Eschscholzia californica) pop with orange in contrast to the more subtle pastel 
colors.  

 
The desert garden at Elizabeth Learning Center continues to dazzle with many 
showy blooms: especially the aptly named “showy penstemon” (Penstemon 
spectabilis) and fuzzy catsclaw (Senegalia greggii)! Other desert highlights: desert 
bluebells (Phacelia campanularia), mojave sun cups (Camissonia campestris), 
mojave lupine (Lupinus sparsiflorus), apricot mallow (Sphaeralcea ambigua), 
bladderpod (Peritoma arborea) spanish needle (Palafoxia arida), pebble pincushion 
(Chaenactis carphoclinia), brittlebush (Encelia farinosa), desert lavender (Hyptis 
emoryi), desert holly (Atriplex hymenelytra), desert gold (Geraea canescens), owls 
clover (Castilleja exserta), chia (Salvia columbariae), panamint cryptantha 
(Cryptantha inaequata), skeleton milkweed (Asclepias subulata), desert marigold 
(Baileya multiradiata), fishhook cactus (Mammillaria dioica), sweetbush (Bebbia 
juncea), fiveneedle pricklyleaf (Thymophylla pentachaeta), arizona four-nerve daisy 
(Tetraneuris acaulis var. arizonica) & southwestern mock vervain (Verbena 
gooddingii). The blue paloverde (Parkinson florida), indian pink (Silene laciniata) and 
calico monkeyflower (Mimulus pictus) in the chaparral garden are just taking off! Lots  
Of bumble bees! 
 



             
                          ELC Habitat Garden. Photo by George Nanoski 
                               
The vernal pools garden has moved on to its drying phase, provoking the blooming of 
vernal endemics such as hoover’s calicoflower (Downingia bella), prostrate navarratia 
(Navarretia prostrata), woolly marbles (Psilocarphus brevissimus), california orcutt 
grass (Orcuttia californica), san diego button celery (Eryngium aristulatum var. 
parishii), otay mesa mint (Pogogyne nudiuscula), thread-leaf brodiaea (Brodiaea 
filifolia), dense-flowered spike primrose (Epilobium densiflorum), vernal popcorn 
flower (Plagiobothrys undulatus), bolander’s water-starwort (Callitriche heterophylla 
var. bolanderi), sanford’s arrowhead (Sagittaria sanfordii) & douglas’ meadowfoam 
(Limnanthes douglasii).  The waters may be gone, but there are hundreds of cute 
toadlets hopping all about in the vernal pool basins! Come on by...we are in Cudahy 
between Atlantic and Wilcox. Check in as a guest at the Main Office. You may visit 
the Desert and Vernal Pool gardens anytime as they are in front of the school. 

That’s it for this week. Look for our next report on Friday, April 10 and check back 
each week for the most up to date information on southern and central California 
wildflowers.  
 
If you would like to be a wildflower reporter send your information about wildflower 
blooms and their location to flowerhotline@theodorepayne.org by Wednesday of 
each week when blooms of note occur. 

 

NATIVE PLANT & WILDFLOWER EVENTS: 

California Native Plant Society Chapter Field Trips 

The next field trip for the California Native Plant Society - San Gabriel Mountains 
chapter  is tomorrow. 



Saturday, April 4, 2015, 09:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.: Santa Fe dam County Regional 
park:  This trip will explore the last of the unique Riversidean alluvial scrub natural 
community in the San Gabriel Valley. The walk will wind through over 400 acres of 
terraces of the San Gabriel River flood plain, full of plants and animals that are 
declining elsewhere. The leader is Mickey Long. This is a joint field trip with Southern 
California Botanists. 

Mickey plans to discuss the ecosystem as a whole: plants, birds, reptiles and 
the interesting successional vegetation levels tied to river hydrology. California 
junipers, valley cholla, huge laurel sumacs, giant Whipple yuccas live here, 
along with Spring wildflower displays in open flats, and resident cactus wrens 
and migrant birds. We could walk to the site of Los Angeles County’s only 
Hesperevax acaulis.  Directions: Take the 210 Fwy to the Irwindale Ave off-
ramp. Travel south on Irwindale Ave to Arrow Hwy, then turn west to the Santa 
Fe Dam entrance drive on the right. After the stop at the entrance kiosk (fee 
approximately $6 per car) turn right (north) following signs to the Nature Center 
to meet at 9 a.m. in the Nature Center parking lot at the north end of the basin. 
Wear good sturdy shoes or boots, hat and bring water. 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 


