
                      
 
 
 
Theodore Payne Foundation for Wild Flowers and Native Plants 
10459 Tuxford Street 
Sun Valley, California 91352 
818-768-1802 
theodorepayne.org 

 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

Theodore Payne Gallery To Host A Group Exhibition By 
the San Fernando Valley Art Club  
 
Plein Air Painting of Theodore Payne Foundation 
by the San Fernando Valley Art Club 
 
July 3 – August 16, 2014 
 
The Theodore Payne Foundation is pleased to present a summer show of plein air 
painting of the TPF site by members of the San Fernando Valley Art Club (SFVAC).   

Since 1943, the San Fernando Valley Art Club has provided a continuing forum for artists 
of all skill levels working in most art mediums. Guests are welcome to attend monthly 
meetings and demonstrations. Additional information can be found on the club's website at 
sfvartclub.org. 

In early April, 16 members of SFVAC gathered at the Foundation for three days of on-site 
sketching in preparation for the exhibition. Their presence at TPF gave visitors a chance to 
observe the creative process and talk to artists about their work.    

En plein air is a French expression meaning "in the open air," and is used to describe the 
act of painting outdoors. Artists have long painted outside. However, in the mid-19th 
century, working in natural light became increasingly important to multiple schools of art, 
including the Impressionists, whose work focused on ordinary subject matter and the 
changing qualities of light.    

The popularity of plein air painting increased in the 1870s with the introduction of paint in 
tubes, which replaced the task of grinding and mixing dry pigment powders with linseed 
oil. The box easel was invented during this period, increasing the ease and portability of 
art supplies. In the mid-20th century, the invention of fast-drying, water-based acrylic paint 
added yet another convenience.    

Interest in plein air painting continues today. There is something profoundly satisfying, 
even meditative, about working outdoors. The artist is inseparable from the environment. 
Birds sing and insects buzz, as the painter works to capture the ever-changing sunlight 
and shadows.    

With this exhibition, the Foundation continues its support and outreach to local art groups. 

Exhibiting Artists: Patricia Bates, Trisha Bennett, Jennifer Bentson, Candyce Binzley, 
Linda DuPas, Diane Nelson Gold, Judith Heimlich, Susan Josepher, Frank Lennartz, Ben 
Levin, Keryl Kris Reinke, Midge Reisman.  
 
 
Exhibition contacts:  
Pamela Burgess, Chair, TPF Arts Council, 323-807-4456, pamela@pamelaburgess.com 
Kitty Connolly, TPF Executive Director, 818-768-1802, kitty@theodorepayne.org 


