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 April 24, 2020 

Theodore Payne Foundation’s Wild Flower Hotline is made possible by donations, 
memberships and sponsors. You can support TPF by shopping the online gift store as 
well. A new, pay by phone, contactless plant pickup system is now available. Details here.  

Widespread closures remain in place. If you find an accessible trail, please practice social 
distancing precautions. The purpose for the Wild Flower Hotline now is NOT to send you 
out to localities to view wild flowers, but to post photos that assure you—virtually—that 
California’s wild spaces are still open for business for flowers and their pollinators. 

This week Mother Nature turned on the furnace and with the hot temperatures, our spring 
love fest with the beloved California poppy will soon come to an end. Throughout the state, 
poppies are setting both seed and promise for a glorious Spring 2021. 

Antelope Valley and the surrounding area has a great display of luminous orange 
California poppies (Eschscholzia californica), electric yellow monolopia (Monolopia 
lanceolata) and patches of goldfields (Lasthenia sp.). Spotted among the overwhelming 
yellow-orange color, are lupine (Lupinus spp.), tansy leafed phacelia (Phacelia 
tanacetifolia) and popcorn flower (Cryptantha spp.). You do not need to leave your home 
to see the poppies at the Antelope Valley State Poppy Reserve. Just view the live stream 
online at the preserve via the PoppyCam.   

                                                                               
Poppies (Eschscholzia californica) in Antelope Valley. Photo by Don Vogt 
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Native plants are blooming and abundant in a South Pasadena nature park. Coast 
sunflower (Encelia californica) and California poppies (Eschscholzia californica) are ablaze 
with yellow and orange. Standing out among the flames are the cooler colors of showy 
penstemon (Penstemon spectabilis), globe gilia (Gilia capitatum), woodland clarkia 
(Clarkia unquiculata), tansy-leafed phacelia (Phacelia tanacetifolia), and Arroyo lupine 
(Lupinus succulentus). Be sure to check out the other-worldly cobweb thistle (Circium 
occidentale). But admire from afar, because it is very prickly! 

            
South Pasadena Nature Park. Cobweb thistle (Circium occidentale). Photos by Barbara Eisenstein. 

The Sierra foothills east of Visalia are fabulous with wildflowers. Sunny gold madia (Madia 
elegans) is just starting to peak and will be dominating the color palette of the area soon. 
But for now, the pastel colors paint the landscape with yellows, pinks and blues. Foothill 
poppies (Eschscholzia caespitosa), owls clover (Castilleja purpurea), spider lupine 
(Lupinus benthamii), birds-eye gilia (Gilia tricolor), baby blue eyes (Nemophila menziesii), 
and Chinese houses (Collinsia heterophylla), create a mosaic of color. Bulb plants like 
pretty face (Triteleia ixioides) and pink fairy lanterns (Calochortus amoenus) pop up every 
spring to make a short but very showy apearance. An excellent crop of speckled clarkia 
(Clarkia cylindrica), woodland clarkia (Clarkia unguiculata) and purple clarkia (Clarkia 
purpurea) cover hillsides everywhere.  
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  The Sierra foothills near Visalia. Photos by Michael Wall. 

Along State Route 79 east of Temecula, the blooms are making an excellent roadside 
show. Stands of sugar bush (Rhus ovata) along this route, mostly near the community of 
Aguanga are all in wonderful full bloom. Patches of California poppies (Eschscholzia 
californica) stand out in a number of places along the highway as well. Near Warner 
Springs, the buck brush (Ceanothus cuneatus) is a glorious sight and fills the air with a 
delightful sweet fragrance. Goldfields (Lasthenia sp.) make a lovely display near the 
Warner Springs Gliderport and are sprawling like carpets of gold along the S2 junction. 
The wild flowers along the Pacific Crest Trail in that area does not disappoint either, with 
tons of baby blue eyes (Nemophila menziesii), goldfields (Lasthenia sp.), owl's clover 
(Castilleja sp.) and cup leaf ceanothus (Ceanothus perplexans). At the creek crossing, a 
nice patch of bright yellow California coreopsis (Leptosyne californica) is just waiting to be 
photographed. A cute little fern was also found thriving among the boulders too! 

                                         
                                         Chielanthes fern. Photo by Tom Chester                                                                                  
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Reportedly, the Prisk Native Garden in Long Beach at Prisk School is looking its best this 
spring. The Garden isn't open, of course, but people CAN see flowers and the new creek 
area from the sidewalk. On the other side of the fence you can find beautiful pink clarkia 
(Clarkia unguiculata), blue globe gila (Gilia capitata), desert evening primrose (Oenothera 
deltoides) and scarlet hedgehog cactus (Echinocereus coccineus). The good news is that 
you can see photos on the Prisk Native Garden facebook page, 
https://www.facebook.com/prisknativegarden/. 

        
Globe gila (Gilia capitata), scarlet hedgehog cactus (Echinocereus coccineus).                             

Photos by George Nanoski. 

The Habitat Gardens at Elizabeth Learning Center continue to dazzle as April and cool 
weather fades. Most of the wildflowers can be seen from Elizabeth Street in front of the 
campus. Explore the Desert Habitat Garden to find cream cups (Platystemon californicus), 
creosote bush (Larrea tridenata), catsclaw (Senegalia greggii), desert lavender (Condea 
emoryi), apricot mallow (Sphaeralcea ambigua), bladderpod (Peritoma arborea), desert 
holly (Atriplex hymenelytra), Spanish needle (Palafoxia arida), cryptantha (Cryptantha sp.), 
desert dandelion (Malacothrix glabrata), fish hook cactus (Mammillaria dioica), beavertail 
cactus (Opuntia basilaris), skeleton milkweed (Asclepias subulata), jojoba (Simmondsia 
chinensis), brittle bush (Encelia farinosa), chuparosa (Justicia californica), desert marigold 
(Baileya multiradiata), silver puffs (Uropappus lindleyi), blue bells (Phacelia campanularia), 
bird’s eye gilia (Gilia tricolor), owl’s clover (Castilleja exserta), and coulter’s lupine (Lupinus 
sparsiflorus).  

The Vernal Pool Habitat Garden still has three pools in glorious wet phase, alive with fairy 
shrimp, clam shrimp and many other vernal pool endemics! Look here also Douglas’ 
meadowfoam (Limnanthes douglasii), San Diego button celery (Eryngium aristulatum var. 
parishii), woolly marbles (Psilocarphus brevissimus), California Orcutt grass (Orcuttia 
californica), Otay mesa mint (Pogogyne nudiuscula), blue dicks (Dichelostemma 
capitatum), Otay mountain lotus (Hosackia crassifolia), calico monkeyflower (Diplacus 
pictus), fringed-pod (Thysanocarpus curvipes), Menzies’ fiddleneck (Amsinckia menziesii), 
globe gilia (Gilia capitata), truncate-leafed lupine (Lupinus truncates), miniature lupine 
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(Lupinus bicolor), arroyo lupine (Lupinus succulentus), tidy tips (Layia platyglossa), 
sawtooth golden bush (Hazardia squarrosa), California poppy (Eschscholzia californica), 
spinescrub (Adolphia californica), California sage (Salvia californica), chia (Salvia 
columbariae), chamise (Adenostoma fasciculatum), boxthorn (Lycium californicum), and a 
beautiful blanket of goldfields (Lasthenia glabrata). Some additional species in the 
Chaparral Habitat Garden include woolly Indian paintbrush (Castilleja foliolosa), Baja bird 
bush (Ornithostaphylos oppositifolia), apache plume (Fallugia paradoxa), black sage 
(Salvia mellifera), pink fairy duster (Calliandra eriophylla), torhleaf goldeneye (Viguiera 
laciniata), sugar bush (Rhus ovata), Santa Cruz island buckwheat (Eriogonum 
arborescens), channel island tree poppy (Dendromecon harfordii), matilija poppy 
(Romneya coulteri), and Orcutt’s hazardia (Hazardia orcuttii). Elizabeth Learning Center is 
located off Elizabeth Street between Atlantic and Wilcox Avenues in Cudahy. 

       

          
ELC Garden wildflowers. (Notice the cute caterpillar on tidy tips). Photos by George Nanoski 
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That’s it for this week. Look for our next report on Friday, May 1st and check back each 
week for the most up to date information on southland central California wildflowers.   

Below is a short list of web links for local parks for access information and current 
conditions. 

Anza-Borrego Desert State Park. 
Santa Monica Mountains, 
Antelope Valley State Poppy Reserve.  
Joshua Tree National Park 
Carrizo Plain National Monument 
Death Valley National Park 
LA County Parks 
Placerita Canyon Nature Center  

NATIVE PLANT AND WILD FLOWER EVENTS   

THEODORE PAYNE FOUNDATION For the sake of public health and safety, Theodore 
Payne Foundation is temporarily closed to the public. A new, pay by phone, contactless 
plant pickup system is now available. A silver lining to this crisis is that you’ll be able to put 
extra time into your garden, and plants will be available for pickup. Details here. 

TPF POPPY HOUR - FRIDAYS, 5:30-6:30 PST                                                              
Join the online community as Theodore Payne Foundation hosts a one-hour celebration of 
California native plants via either Zoom or Youtube.   

Episode 3, April 24: We’ll visit with designer Lake Sharp (@array.la) in her chic Highland 
Park landscape, and discuss her work that merges plants, design, and wellness. Then 
we’ll talk restoration, land management and the urban wild interface with Dr. Charlie de la 
Rosa (@tempisquito), Natural Lands Program Manager for San Diego Zoo Global. 
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