
 

 

Theodore Payne Foundation, a non-profit plant nursery, seed source, book store, 
and education center dedicated to the preservation of wildflowers and California 
native plants. This a report for March 7, 2014. New reports will be posted each 
Friday through the end of May. 

Again this year, we are at below normal rainfall and time is running out for 
significant rain events. Snow in the high elevations and high desert regions may 
contribute to a nice bloom, but not until later in the spring. The drought makes 
seeking out wildflower beauties more challenging but a lot more fun for Southern 
Californians to get out there a cheer every flower sighting! 
 
If you are driving on the 395 to the Sierra ski resorts, take a detour for wildflower 
sightings along Nine Mile Canyon. Actually there are 3 or 4 canyons coming out 
of the Eastern Sierra just above the Inyo/Kern County border that are fun to 
explore. Nine-mile though has easiest access. There is a good smattering of 
flowers along the shoulder and protected draws. You’ll see Fremont phacelia 
(Phacelia fremontii), desert sunflower (Geraea canescens), forget-me-not 
(Cryptantha cicumcissa), desert chicory (Rafinesquia neomexicana), Fremont 
pincushion (Chaenactis fremontii), a sweet gilia species (Gilia sp.) and desert 
dandelion (Malacothrix glabrata).The Joshua Trees (Yucca brevifolia) are starting 
to bloom as well.
 

 

 

 

Desert dandelion (Malacothrix glabrata) and gilia (Gila sp.) in Nine-mile Canyon. Don Vogt 

Over at the Placerita Canyon Natural Area, wildflowers are nowhere to be found, 
but the shrubby chaparral species are in bloom. The center’s Ecology Trail 
leading from the Nature Center is the place to see the hoary-leaf Yerba Santa 
(Eriodictyon crassifolium), black sage (Salvia mellifera), and elderberry 
(Sambucus nigra ssp. caerulea).Tucked under these shrubs is the California 



peony (Paeonia californica) and scrambling over the shrub canopy is the wild 
cucumber (Marah macrocarpa).  

 
California Peony (Paeonia californica). Photo by Ron Kraus 

 
Heading south along the California coast, be sure to visit the Environmental 
Nature Center in Newport Beach.  The trails that take you through the chaparral 
and coastal sage scrub communities offer up the red fuchsia-flowering 
gooseberry (Ribes speciosum) and the pink chaparral currant (Ribes 
malvaceum), as well as the fragrant Catalina currant (Ribes viburnifolium). Enjoy 
many of the Ceanothus species, splendid in different hues of blue. Swaths of 
California poppy (Eschscholzia californica)  are showy in open sunny areas and 
patches of baby-blue-eyes (Nemophila menziesii) in the grassland area.  

                 

                 Baby-blue-eyes (Nemophila menziesii), ENC. Lori Whalen 



We’ve been informed not to expect many wildflowers in Death Valley this spring. 
Wet winter storms are necessary for a good bloom in the desert, and the 2013-14 
winter season has been very dry. The rain that fell this last weekend should give 
a boost to flowers that have already sprouted, but it is too late for many new 
seedlings to succeed. Spotty rainstorms last autumn however did cause some 
annuals to appear in the southern extreme of Death Valley. Look for areas of 
roadside flowers around Jubilee Pass on the southern Badwater Road. Along the 
Harry Wade Road, Ibex Dunes and Saratoga Springs, there are slopes and 
washes with scattered patches of flowers. Although there is good variety, the 
plants in these locations are blooming while still small. In the Emigrant Canyon / 
Towne Pass area watch for wildflowers that tend to be much larger and more 
robust than those down south, but they are appearing as individuals instead of 
patches. 

Hiking the Backbone Trail in the Santa Monica Mountains, from the Mishe 
Mokwa trailhead at Circle X Ranch to Encinal Road treats you to some amazing 
vistas. The effects of the drought continue to be very evident. The list of flowers 
is very short. The chaparral currant (Ribes malvaceum) is flowering, with wild 
cucumber (Marah macrocarpa) climbing up over their canopies. Look for the 
hardy deer weed (Acmispon glabra), slender sunflower (Helianthus gracilentus), 
coyote bush (Baccharis pilularis), telegraph weed (Heterotheca grandiflora), and 
a couple of species of everlasting (Pseudognaphalium spp.) 
 
That’s it for this week. Look for our next report on Friday, March 14th and check 
back each week for the most up to date information on southern and central 
California wildflowers.  

If you would like to be a wildflower reporter send your information about 
wildflower blooms and their location to flowerhotline@theodorepayne.org by 
Wednesday of each week when blooms of note occur. 

NATIVE PLANT & WILDFLOWER EVENTS: 

Theodore Payne Foundation 

Poppy Day Plant Sale 
Saturday, March 29, 8:30am-4:30pm 
An annual celebration of our State flower and huge native plant sale, 
offering the region’s largest and most interesting selection of California 
native plants – with expert advice and discounts to all! 
TPF members 15% off plants; non-members 10%; memberships available 
at the door. 
  
11th Annual Theodore Payne Native Plant Garden Tour 
Saturday & Sunday, April 5 & 6, 10:00am-5:00pm 
Self-driven tour showcasing 42 beautiful and sustainable Los Angeles-area 
gardens, each planted with at least 50% California natives. New for 2014: 



contemporary art installations at 12 locations!   
Tickets: TPF members $15/both days; non-members $20. Purchase online 
(and see photos and details) at nativeplantgardentour.org, by phone to 818 
768-1802 or in person at TPF. 
  
Native Plant Week Symposium, Wildflower Show & Plant and Book 
Sale 
Saturday, April 19, 9:00am-4:00pm 
Cosponsored by the Theodore Payne Foundation and California Native 
Plant Society, LA/Santa Mountains Chapter 
Sepulveda Garden Center, 16633 Magnolia Blvd, Encino 91436 
A full day of inspiring talks, wildflower displays, exhibits, demonstrations, 
childrens’ activities, native plant sale, book and poster sales, and more! 
Free admission; snacks for sale. Details at lacnps.org. 
 

  
California Native Plant Society Events 
 

Riverside-San Bernardino Chapter CNPS 
North Etiwanda Preserve Field Trip Saturday, March 22, 9am to 1pm. 
Assemble in the parking area by the preserve entrance at the north end of 
Etiwanda Ave.  This is the main access point to the trail system. The 
preserve is located north of Hwy 210 and Rancho Cucamonga at the base 
of the San Gabriel Mountains.  For trail map, see:  http://sbcnep.org/ 

 


