Welcome to the 32nd Annual Wild Flower Hotline, brought to you by the
Theodore Payne Foundation, a non-profit plant nursery, seed source, book store,
and education center dedicated to the preservation of wild flowers and California
native plants. This a report for April 18, 2014. New reports will be posted each
Friday through the end of May.
The two public gardens below are having annual wild flower shows this weekend.
A lot of wildflowers are displayed in one place and they are all identified for you.
Take a break this weekend and visit one or the other garden, or better yet, both.
Theodore Payne Foundation and the Los Angeles/Santa Monica Mountains
Chapter of the California Native Plant Society are also having a wild flower show
and plant sale this weekend. See event details at end of the report.
At Rancho Santa Ana Botanic Garden in Claremont, the native plants are decked
out in their best spring colors. Stroll the garden trails and enjoy the displays in the
wildflower meadow and on the mesa. Lupines (Lupinus spp.), tidy tips (Layia
platyglossa), and clarkia (Clarkia spp.) are very nice. Showy penstemon
(Penstemon spectabilis), poppies (Eschscholzia californica), blue-eyed grass
(Sisyrinchium bellum) and Pacific coast iris (Iris spp. and cultivars) line the
garden’s trails. There are special displays of collected wild flowers from all over
California set up in the main building.
This weekend there is also a California native wild flower show at Descanso
Gardens in La Cañada-Flintridge. Walk through the entrance, now spectacular
with California buckeye trees (Aesculus californica), and encounter colorful native
wild flowers throughout the garden. The coral bells (Heuchera species and
cultivars), showy penstemon (Penstemon spectabilis), Chineese houses
(Collinsia heterophylla), hummingbird sage (Salvia spathaceae), foothill
penstemon (Penstemon heterophyllus), baby blue-eyes (Nemophila menziesii),
chia (Salvia columbariae), blue and lavender phacelias (Phacelia spp.) and
elegant clarkia (Clarkia unguiculata) are among the many beauties.
If your weekend takes you to Wildrose Campground in the Panamint
Mountains/Death Valley region, wild flowers can be found along Hwy 190 over
Towne Pass, with good concentrations just east of the summit, where there were
large numbers of golden evening primrose (Camissonia brevipes) and desert
dandelion (Malacothrix glabrata) These were interspersed with Fremont phacelia
(Phacelia fremontii), and caltha-leaved phacelia (Phacelia calthifolia). There are
good displays along most of Wildrose Rd. (Emigrant Canyon Rd.), and all the
way up to the Charcoal Kilns.There are also good displays along the road to
Aguereberry Point, where large patches on distant mountainsides were shaded
pastel purple—most likely phacelia species, while desert mallows (Sphaeralcea
ambigua) covered several hillsides along the road. Look for grape soda lupine

(Lupinus excubitus), Booth’s primrose (Camissonia boothii), rock nettle (Eucnide
urens), the very cute spiny-herb (Chorizanthe rigida), desert larkspur (Delphinium
parishii), Fremont’s dapplepod (Astragalus lentiginosus var. fremontii), Panamint
plume (Stanleya elata) and royal Mojave lupine (Lupinus odoratus). Many of the
species still listed for the Mojave National Preserve (below) also appear in Death
Valley’s mid-elevations (2000-5000 feet).

Lupine in the Panamint Mountains. Photo by Don Vogt.

Driving south along Hwy 14 from Inyokern is a lengthy roadside display of orange
desert mallow (Sphaeralcea ambigua). Near Little Lake look for the odd looking
Yerba Mansa (Anemopsis californica), but you need to get out of the car to see
and enjoy this plant.

Yerba Mansa (Anemopsis californica). Photo by Michael Charters

Parts of Antelope Valley are still awash with California Poppies (Eschscholzia
californica). A particularly intense display is at the intersection of Hwy 138 and W.
235th St, where the poppies actually completely obscure the ground beneath!

California poppies (Eschscholzia californica) along Hwy 138. Photo by Don Vogt.

There are some poppies at the Antelope Valley Poppy Preserve, but not the solid
carpets found elsewhere, mostly to the west.
If you want to take a pleasant hike at Stough Canyon Nature Center this
weekend, look for the cheery yellow bush sunflower (Encelia californica), monkey
flower (Mimulus aurantiacus), arroyo lupine (Lupinus succulentus), and pretty
pink prickly phlox (Leptodactylon californicum).
The hills around the LA Zoo, Gene Autry Museum Griffith Park area are spotted
with color here and there. Enjoy the California poppies (Eschscholzia californica),
Matilija poppies (Romenya coulteri), California buckeye (Aesculus californica),
Chinese houses (Collinsia heterophylla), and in the swale on the Zoo side of the
cross walk to the Autry, is the amazing toyon (Heteromeles arbutifolia) blooming
early. Also find lupines (Lupinus sp.) bush sunflower (Encelia californica),
Cleveland sage (Salvia clevelandii), and white sage (Salvia apiana),
At Hungry Valley SVRA, the Native Grasslands area have a few scattered
poppies (Eschscholzia californica), as well as lupine (Lupinus spp.), but right
now, if you really want to see something spectacular, get to the west boundary of
Hungry Valley. There are tidy tips (Layia glandulosa) galore along with fragrant
grape soda lupine (Lupinus excubitus) and Davy’s gilia (Gilia latiflora ssp. davyi).
You’ll also see fiddlenecks (Amsinckia tessellata), Fremont’s pincushion
(Chaenactis fremontii), Indian paintbrush (Castilleja sp), desert primrose
(Oenothera sp), golden Mariposa lily (Calochortus sp.), and more. These
blooming gems will be gone before you know it, so get out to Hungry Valley. Best
days for viewing are Monday-Thursday, as OHV traffic is light on those days.
Get to Gorman, follow the signs to Hungry Valley, North Entrance. Ask for your
free Wildflower Guide, then follow Gold Hill Road about 4.5 miles to the stop
sign, turn right to Gold Hill Road and to the parking area at the entrance to Los
Padres National Forest.

Wildflowers at Hungry Valley SVRP. Photo by Lora Owens.

The best bloom along the Angeles Crest Hwy, Big and Little Tujunga Canyon
Roads in the Angeles National Forest, is happening between 2,000 and 3,000 ft.
Look for patches of lupine (Lupinus spp.) and Indian paintbrush (Castilleja sp.),
bush poppy (Dendromecon rigida), and scarlet bugler (Penstemon
centranthifolius) along the roadsides and slopes. You need to pull out
somewhere and get out of the car to seek out the smaller beauties like miner’s
lettuce (Claytonia sp.) forget-me-nots (Cryptantha spp.), wild onion (Allium sp.)
and the golden orange wallflower (Erysimum capitatum).

We finally got a report from Figueroa Mountain in the Los Padres National
Forest. Unfortunately, it is not like previous years. The lush, beautiful carpets of
poppies and lupine are non-existent this year (see picture below). Both of these
photos were taken from the hillside on Figueroa Mountain Road which is located
just beyond Catway Road. The first picture was taken a year ago around this
time. The second picture was taken a week ago.

Poppy/Lupine Hill on Figueroa Mountain. Photo by Helen Tarbet

Ranger Peak to Cachuma Saddle is where one will find the most colorful area.
There are quite a few bush poppies (Dendromecon rigida) blooming along this
south facing slope along with some monkey flowers (Mimulus spp.). Along the
midway portion of this road, the bush lupines (Lupinus sp.) are also in bloom on
both sides of the road, creating a lovely stretch. However, unlike years with more
rain, the bush lupines are only about 2 feet tall, when normally they are about 4
feet. The one thing that the lack of rain did not affect is their glorious aroma.
Another lovely location is the area where the old Cachuma Campground used to
be. Since this area is nestled next to a year round running creek, one will find a
generous amount of fiesta flowers (Pholistoma auritum) blooming in the shaded
areas beneath the oaks. In the sunny field, parallel to the creek, fiesta flowers
and poppies can be found. As you head out of this area, Indian paintbrush
(Castilleja sp.) is also in bloom.
This week at Placerita Canyon Nature Center, hike the Ecology Trail and the
Wilson Saddle Trail for the best blooms. Along the way, enjoy the fragrant hoaryleaf ceanothus (Ceanothus crassifolius), pine goldenbush (Ericameria linearis),
scarlet bugler (Penstemon centranthifolius), chamise (Adenostoma fasciculatum),
wild peony (Paeonia californica) and southern honeysuckle (Lonicera

subspicata). Patches of lavender of phacelia (Phacelia distans) can be seen
around along with a surprise sighting of Fremont’s star lily (Toxicoscordion
fremontii).
For the past few weeks, I’ve been telling you about the fire poppies (Papaver
californicum) in the Cleveland National Forest, Santa Ana Mountains. Those who
have taken me up on the suggestion to visit the site have not been disappointed.
Fire poppies are NOT common and they are absolutely stunning! They are visible
on South Main Divide Road about two miles south of Ortega Highway (Hwy 74)
in Riverside County. Other flowers include short-lobed phacelia (Phacelia
brachyloba), Coulter’s Snapdragon (Antirrhinum coulterianum), hairy sun cups
(Camissoniopsis hirtella), San Diego jewel flower (Caulanthus heterophyllus var
pseudosimulans), white pincushion (Chaenactis artemisifolia), Blue dicks
(Dichelostemma capitatum ssp. capitatum), whispering bells (Emmenanthe
penduliflora var penduliflora), common eucrypta (Eucrypta chrysanthemifolia)
California suncup (Eulobus californicus), Chaparral gilia (Gilia angelensis),
strigose lotus (Lotus strigosus), stinging lupine (Lupinus hirsutissiumus) and chia
(Salvia columbariae). These are mixed with pockets of three species of forgetme-nots (Cryptantha spp.), red maids (Calandrinia ciliata), California poppy
(Eschscholzia californica) and small flowered stickleaf (Mentzelia micrantha),
California popcorn flower (Plagiobothrys collinus). You may even find a few of the
rare Brewer’s maids (Calandrinia brewerii) or Parry’s collinsia (Collinsia parryi).
The list goes on and on. When you are on South Main Divde Road, drive 2-3
miles and park at the Morgan Trail trailhead (Adventure Pass required). Walk up
the old dirt road to the north. When you reach the elbow in the dirt road, walk up
the hill and over the ridge; you will then be on the north-facing slope of the hill.
Fire poppies abound! Go see! Enjoy! But please don’t trample the flowers.

Fire poppies and California poppies in the Santa Ana Mountains.
Photo by Ron Vanderhoff.

Wild flower reports continue to come in from the west Mojave Desert /Antelope
Valley. Antelope Valley is golden yellow and blazing orange with goldfields
(Lasthenia sp.) and California poppies (Eschscholzia californica), particularly
along Hwy 138, where you can follow dirt roads up into the hills. Blankets of
luminous yellow desert dandelions (Malacothrix glabrata) are mixed in here and
there. The best blooms are Munz Ranch Rd., which runs south, from Antelope
Valley down to Lake Elizabeth, and Bob’s Gap, which is off of 165th Street, south
of Hwy 138 and Lake Los Angeles. Bob’s Gap had a nice variety of color and
texture going on with Bigelow’s coreopsis (Leptosyne bigelovii), Parry’s
Linanthus (Linanthus parryii), Pringle’s woolly daisy (Eriophyllum pringlei),
chaparral yucca (Hesperoyucca whipplei), white tidy tips (Layia glandulosa), a
few Bigelow’s monkeyflowers (Mimulus bigelovii), lupines (Lupinus sp.), cream
cups (Playtystemon californicus), blazing stars (Mentzelia spp), Fremont’s
phacelia (Phacelia fremontii), chia (Salvia columbariae) and more. Munz Ranch
Rd., in and near a wildfire-blackened area, had in addition to the above, grape
soda lupine (Lupinus excubitus), paintbrush (Castilleja spp.), globe gilia (Gilia
capitata), scarlet bugler (Penstemon centranthifolius), jewelflower (Caulanthus
sp.), Mojave suncup (Camissonia campestris), baby blue-eyes (Mentzelia
menziesii) and more.

Wild flower display along Munz Road, Antelope Valley Photos by Gregg Pasternick

Because someone reported that the higher elevations (around 4000-5000 ft.)
around Death Valley and the Panamint Mountains had some of the same species
as in the eastern Mojave and the Mojave Desert Preserve, I’ll leave the Mojave
Desert list up one more week.
The Mojave Desert list includes: Desert Indian paintbrush (Castilleja angustifolia),
scented beards tongue (Penstemon palmeri) the native heron’s bill (Erodium
texanum) Ive’s phacelia (Phacelia ivesiana), desert rock live-forever (Dudleya
saxosa ssp. aloides), indigo bush (Psorothamnus fremontii), desert senna
(Senna armata) desert purple sage (Salvia dorrii). New things to look for this
week in the Mojave include: sand verbena (Abronia villosa), rayless encelia
(Encelia frutescens), desert star (Monoptilon bellioides), desert milkweed

(Asclepias erosa), hairy milkweed (Funastrum hirtellum), scalebud (Anisocoma
acaulis), silky dalea (Dalea mollis), frost mat (Achyronychia cooperi) and hole-inthe-sand plant (Nicolletia occidentalis). Still blooming in some areas, but more
spotty are desert lily (Hesperocallis undulata), Fremont pincushion (Chaenactis
fremontii),desert chicory (Rafinesquia neomexicana), forget-me-not (Cryptantha
spp.),spectacle pod (Dithyrea californica), desert alyssum (Lepidium fremontii),
brown-eyed primrose (Chylismia claviformis), evening primrose (Oenothera
californica),dune evening primrose (Oenothera deltoides), prickly poppy
(Argemone corymbosa), evening snow (Linanthus dichotomus), Indian tobacco
(Nicotiana quadrivalvis), desert marigold (Baileya multiradiata), brittlebush
(Encelia farinosa),Wallace’s woolly daisy (Eriophyllum wallacei), desert sunflower
(Geraea canescens), desert dandelion (Malacothrix glabrata), checker fiddleneck
(Amsinckia tessellata), bladderpod (Peritoma arborea var. angustata), golden
evening primrose (Chylismia brevipes), yellow evening primrose (Oenothera
primiveris), desert gold-poppy (Eschscholzia glyptosperma), desert trumpet
(Eriogonum inflatum var. inflatum), creosote bush (Larrea tridentata), desert
Canterbury bell (Phacelia campanularia), notch-leaved Phacelia (Phacelia
crenulata), lace-leaf Phacelia (Phacelia distans), lupines (Lupinus spp.),chia
(Salvia columbariae), Cooper’s broom-rape (Orobanche cooperi), turpentine
broom (Thamnosma montana), Gooding’s verbena (Verbena gooddingii), purple
mat (Nama demissum), beavertail cactus (Opuntia basilaris), and desert mallow
(Sphaeralcea ambigua). broad-leaf gilia (Aliciella latiflora), blazing star (Mentzelia
sp.), bladderpod (Peritoma arborea), globe mallow (Sphaeralcea ambigua) ever
seen, notch-leaf phacelia (Phacelia crenulata), Schott’s (Loeseliastrum schottii)
and desert calico (Loeseliastrum matthewsii), Fremont’s phacelia (Phacelia
fremontii), bajada (Lupinus concinnus) and Mojave lupine (Lupinus ordoratus),
forget-me-nots (Cryptantha sp.), snake’s head (Malacothrix coulteri), spiny hopsage (Grayia spinosa), cooper’s goldenbush (Ericameria cooperi), blue dicks
(Dichelostemma capitatum), carpets of false woolly daisy (Eriophyllum sp.),
common phacelia (Phacelia distans), desert Canterbury bells (Phacelia
campanularia), Mojave yucca (Yucca schidigera), Cooper dyssodia
(Adenophyllum cooperi), Mojave aster (Xylorhiza tortifolia), narrowleaf
goldenbush (Ericameria linearfolia), desert five-spot (Eremalche rotundifolia),
pincushion (Chaenactis sp.), Mojave tickseed (Leptosyne bigelovii), and
beavertail cactus (Optunia basilaris).
The west Mojave has good sightings of wild flowers as well. The region around
Hwy. 138, east of Palmdale, to the Hwy 18 junction and including Saddleback
Butte State Park to the north, are very nice. Look for many of those species
listed above as well as the hairy goldenhead (Acamptopappus sphaerocephalus),
tansy-leaf phacelia (Phacelia tanacetifolia), two colored phacelia (Phacelia
bicolor var. bicolor), Mojave sand verbena (Abronia pogonantha), Fremont’s
mimulus (Mimulus fremontii), Great Basin wooly star (Eriastrum sparsiflorum),
rosy gilia (Gilia sinuata), goldfields (Lasthenia sp.), desert dandelion (Malacothrix
glabrata), Mohave sun-cups (Camissonia campestris), Parry’s linanthus
(Linanthus parryae) are among the commonest. Also showy are, fiddlenecks
(Amsinckia tessellata), phacelias (Phacelia spp.), broad-leaf gilia (Gilia latifolia),
several species of popcorn flower and/or forget-me-nots (Plagiobothrys spp.),
(Cryptantha spp.), and Bigelow’s coreopsis (Leptosyne bigelovii).

If you are visiting Joshua Tree National Park, enter through the West Entrance
for the best sightings of wildflowers. Quite showy at the west entrance are desert
marigold (Baileya pleniradiata), desert dandelion (Malacothrix glabrata) and
tufted evening primrose (Oenothera californica ssp. californica). In addition,
various species of cactus are beginning to bloom throughout the park.
Bladderpod (Peritoma arborea) and creosote bush (Larrea tridentata) provide
reliable background color in the landscape. Brittlebush (Encelia farinosa),
chuparosa (Justicia californica), desert senna (Senna armata), honey mesquite
(Prosopis glandulosa), paper bag bush (Scutellaria mexicana), ocotillo
(Fouquieria splendens) are showy with red and yellow. The ocotillo are especially
showy at the south end of the park around Cottownwood. Mojave desert parsley
(Lomatium mohavense) and Canterbury bells (Phacelia campanularia), are
scattered about with cryptantha (Cryptantha spp.) and Tasha’s poppy
(Eschscholzia androuxii).
If you are staying around town for the weekend, try to visit the Environmental
Nature Center in Newport Beach. Enjoy the golden yellow of flannel bush
(Fremontodendron californicum) and Mexican flannel bush (Fremontodendron
mexicannum). The California buckeye (Aesculus californica), sages (Salvia spp.)
are scenting the air along with their cousin woolly blue-curls (Trichostema
lanatum). Visit the Channel Islands section and check out the Island snapdragon
(Galvesia speciosa), Island mallow (Lavatera assurgentiflora), and Island bush
poppy (Dendromecon harfordii), all very colorful. Also the cheery California
encelia (Encelia californica), arroyo lupine (Lupinus succulentus), showy
penstemon (Penstemon spectabilis), and various buckwheat’s (Eriogonum spp.)
are looking very pretty.
The gardens at Elizabeth Learning Center in Cudahy are at their peak bloom. In
the DesertHabitat Garden enjoy: Goldfields (Lasthenia sp), Owls Clover
(Castilleja sp.), Chia (Salvia columbariae), thistle sage (Salvia
carduacea),Canterbury Bells (Phacelia campanularia), Desert Blue Bells
(Phacelia minor), Mojave Lupine (Lupinus ordoratus), California Poppy
(Eschscholzia californica), Desert Gold Poppy (Eschscholzia parishii), Apricot
Mallow (Sphaeralcea ambigua), Bladderpod (Peritoma arborea), Desert Chicory
(Rafinesquia neomexicana), Desert Dandelion (Malacothrix glabrata), forget-menots (Cryptantha spp.), Desert Pincushion (Chaenactis sp.), Brittle Bush (Encelia
farinosa), Desert Lavender (Hyptis emoryi), chuparosa, yellow flower (Justicia
californica) and Sweetbush (Bebbia juncea). White-stem blazing star (Mentzelia
sp.) Spanish needles (Palafoxia linearis) and desert candle (Caulanthus inflatus).
The Chaparral/Sage Scrub Habitat Garden has the rare Santa Rosa Island whitefelted Indian paintbrush (Castilleja lanata hololeuca), woolly Indian paintbrush
(Castilleja foliolosa), black sage (Salvia mellifera), tansy-leaf phacelia (Phacelia
tantacetifolia), calico monkeyflower (Mimulus pictus) and woolly blue curls
(Trichostema lanatum)San Diego sunflower (Hulsea californica), Santa Barbara
Island giant coreopsis (Leptosyne gigantia), Island bush poppy (Dendromecon
harfordii), prickly poppy (Argemone sp.), tidy-tips (Layia glandulosa) and arroyo
lupine (Lupinus succulentus).

Vernal pool beauty (Downingia bella) at Elizabeth Learning Center.
Photo by George Nanoski

I received several short posts about California poppies covering the hillsides
along the I-5 Grapevine, Gorman (Tejon Pass) region. Look for the golden
hillsides. If you haven’t seen reports yet this year from your favorite places (like
Carrizo Plain or Anza Borrego), it’s because there are few if any wild flower
blooms due to continued drought. The few exceptions are the areas we’ve been
reporting on recently, especially in the Mojave Desert. That doesn’t however,
mean that you shouldn’t visit these glorious sites, because they are natural
treasures with or without wildflowers!
That’s it for this week. Look for our next report on Friday, April 25th and check
back each week for the most up to date information on southern and central
California wildflowers.
If you would like to be a wildflower reporter send your information about
wildflower blooms and their location to flowerhotline@theodorepayne.org by
Wednesday of each week when blooms of note occur.
NATIVE PLANT & WILD FLOWER EVENTS:
Theodore Payne Foundation
Native Plant Week Symposium, Wildflower Show & Plant and Book Sale
Saturday, April 19, 9:00am-4:00pm
Cosponsored by the Theodore Payne Foundation and California Native
Plant Society, LA/Santa Mountains Chapter

Sepulveda Garden Center, 16633 Magnolia Blvd, Encino 91436
A full day of inspiring talks, wild flower displays, exhibits, demonstrations,
children’s activities, native plant sale, book and poster sales, and more!
Free admission; snacks for sale. Details at lacnps.org.
Wild Flower Shows: April 19 & 20
Rancho Santa Ana Botanic Garden, Claremont. Saturday & Sunday, April
19 and 20, 10:00 am – 4:00 pm. Free with Garden Admission.
Descanso Gardens. Wild Flower Display, Saturday, April 19 as part of the
garden’s Earth Day Celebration.

California Native Plant Week, April 12 - April 20, 2014.
For CNPW 2014, the California Native Plant Society are offering many great
events and activities around California. Go to cnps.org to find upcoming
events near you on the site calendar where you can meet members of your
local CNPS chapter and participate in California Native Plant Week. Listings
on the calendar include activities and events sponsored by CNPS chapters
with links for more information. Go to the link below for an expanded
description. For more chapter events in your area, find your local chapter
here
Hikes:
April 19, 2014 Special Hike led by Thomas Stoughton San Bernardino
County's Baldwin Lake Ecological Reserve, 10 am – 2 pm. For more
information go to http://ymlp.com/zhT1xW
Rancho Santa Ana Botanic Garden in Claremont (rsabg.org) Weekend

Wildflower Walks Meet us at the Admission Kiosk for guided
walking tour with nature interpreters. Tours begin at 10 a.m. on
Saturday and 1 p.m. on Sunday.

