Theodore Payne Foundation, a non-profit plant nursery, seed source, book store, and
education center dedicated to the preservation of wild flowers and California native
plants. This a report for March 11, 2016. New reports will be posted each Friday through
the end of May.

Pollen covering hiking boots is a sign that it is a good wildflower season!
Photo by Don Vogt

Figueroa Mountain in the Los Padres National Forest is a favorite wildflower drive in the
Santa Barbara area. Figueroa Mountain road leads out of Los Olivos. As you ascend into
the National Forest, cross the first cattle guard, look for Popcorn flower (Plagiobothrys
sp.), blue dicks (Dichelostemma capitatum), buttercups (Ranunculus sp.), fiddlenecks
(Amsinckia sp.), Johnny jump-up (Viola pedunculata), fiesta flower (Pholistoma auritum),
miner’s lettuce (Claytonia sp.), sky lupine (Lupinus nanus), hummingbird sage (Salvia
spathaceae) and milk maids (Cardamine californica); and further up the road on the right,
look for carpets of shooting stars (Primula clevelandii). Next, a slope on the left displays
miniature lupine (Lupinus bicolor), sky lupine, buttercups and popcorn flowers. Still on
Figueroa Mountain Road, continue under the tree canopy, many more of these flowers
are on display and further, the road is lined with white flowering ceanothus (Ceanothus
crassifolius). Nearby wildflowers include, buttercups, California poppies (Eschscholzia
californica), fiddlenecks, shooting stars, prickly phlox (Linanthus californicus), wild onions
(Allium sp.), blue dicks, vivid orange wallflowers (Erysimum capitatum), Mexican
elderberry (Sambucus nigra ssp. caerulea), popcorn flowers, milk maids, royal lupine,
sky lupine, coreopsis (Leptosyne sp.) and wild canyon peas (Lathyrus sp.). At Vista Point

(large gravel turnout about 11.4 miles from the bottom) are nice displays of chocolate
lilies (Fritillaria biflora). In the serpentine area across the road, you’ll see California
poppies, buttercups, blue dicks, shooting stars, wild onions and coreopsis. Beyond the
Figueroa Mountain Fire Station, approximately half of a mile on the right, look for the
orange wall flowers, accompanied by wild onions, shooting stars, buttercups and
goldfields (Lasthenia sp.). Further, the slopes on your left are rapidly beginning to fill with
sky lupine and California poppies. This much photographed slope should be in its full
glory within 2 to 3 more weeks. Along this stretch, also look for bush lupine, and the
beginning of caterpillar phacelias (Phacelia cicutaria). At the Davy Brown Trailhead,
California Poppies and lupine are showing off and just beyond the serpentine outcrop,
look to the left for a display of shooting stars, popcorn flowers, and buttercups. Another
quarter mile, the dirt turnout on the left, are more chocolate lilies, popcorn flower and
shooting stars. As one approaches the gate at the bottom of Ranger Peak, look to the
right and discover some small but beautiful baby blue eyes (Nemophila menziesii)
peeking through the tall grass. From Ranger Peak to Cachuma Saddle, the Ceanothus
continues to bloom, along with bush lupine, bush poppies (Dendromecon rigida), sticky
leaf monkey flowers (Mimulus aurantiacus), purple nightshade (Solanum sp.), a few
Indian paintbrush (Castilleja sp.), purple sage (Salvia leucodermis) and prickly phlox. As
you start the descent down Happy Canyon, look for California poppies, bush lupine, royal
lupine, purple nightshade, blue dicks, clematis (Clematis sp.), Johnny jump-ups, shooting
stars, wild onions and a few prickly phlox. Just beyond the campground, look for prickly
phlox, wild canyon peas and Indian paintbrush along the rock formation on the right.
About a mile further, the grassy hillsides and fields are beginning to come alive with
yellows, oranges and purples protruding from within the tall, lush green grass. One can
see a blend of coreopsis, California poppies, blue dicks, royal and sky lupine. Continue
the last few miles of the wildflower journey through Figueroa Mountain, and there are
more shooting stars, popcorn flowers, Johnny jump-ups, wild cucumbers, cactus flowers,
prickly phlox and of course, California poppies and lupine.

Shooting star (Primula clevelandii var. clevelandii). Photo by Michael Charters

Last week the Carrizo Plain National Monument report spoke of only a few good patches
of goldfields (Lasthenia sp.) and hillside daisy (Monolopia sp.) in the north end of the
monument. As in most cases, if you stop and get out of the car and stay a while, you can
find some hidden treasures. Here are a couple of photos from a visitor to the area who
just traveled there on a lark. Beautiful scenery if not tons of flowers.

Desert candle (Caulanthus inflatus) and rainbow scene at Carrizo Plain.
Photos by Todd A. Bebb

Across to the other side of the Valley now. I got good wildflower reports back from
several places along a big loop around the Tehachapi Mtns. The loop includes I-5 from
Sylmar, 99, 243, 58 and 14 back to Sylmar. Concentrations of flowers are to be found just
east of Arvin, areas around the Antelope Valley State Poppy Reserve and Placerita
Canyon Nature Center.
On Hwy 223 between Arvin and the 58 is the spot to see fields of fiddlenecks
(Amsinckia sp.), poppies (Eschscholzia spp.) and lupines (Lupinus spp.). There are
probably more than one species of each of these in this region.

Scene along Highway 243 east of Arvin. Photo by Terry Lucas

Flowers along the trails at the Antelope Valley California Poppy Reserve are beginning to
bloom. The poppies (Eschesholzia californica) are scattered in small patches of orange.
Among the poppies are slender keel fruit (Tropidocarpum gracile), fiddleneck (Amsinckia
sp.), goldfields (Lasthenia sp.), forget-me-nots (Cryptantha spp.), grape soda lupine
(Lupinus excubitus var. excubitus), wild cucumber (Marah macrocarpa), blue dicks
(Dichelostemma capitatum), red maids (Calandrinia menziesii), sun cups
(Camissoniopsis intermedia), and lupine (Lupinus sp.).

Joshua Tree (Yucca brevifolia) and folks out enjoying the wildflowers around the Poppy Reserve
and Elizabeth Lake region. Photos by Dennis A. Ghiatis

The Arthur B. Ripley Desert Woodland (just west of the Poppy Reserve) and areas
throughout the immediate region have Joshua trees (Yucca brevifolia) with buds,
probably flowering within the next two weeks. Other nearby areas for nice flower viewing
include 170th Street West between Lancaster Road and Avenue D (Hwy 138), there are
swaths of goldfields (Lasthenia sp.) and some poppies (Eschscholzia californica). Along
Godde Hill Road, in addition to goldfields and poppies, you can see lacy phacelia
(Phacelia tanacetifolia), forget-me-nots (Cryptantha spp.), coreopsis (Leptosyne
bigelovii), chia (Salvia columbariae), fiddleneck (Amsinckia sp.), lupine (Lupinus sp.),
whispering bells (Emmenanthe penduliflora), jewel flower (Caulanthus sp.) and little gold
poppy (Eschscholzia glyptosperma). Elizabeth Lake Road and Munz Ranch Road, there
are hillsides full of coreopsis and poppies.

Landscape of flowers near Lake Elizabeth. Photo by Dennis A. Ghiatis

Last weekend’s rain was a very welcome surprise at Placerita Canyon Nature Center.
The nearby creek was running for the first time in quite a while. The flowering ash
(Fraxinus dipetela) are in full bloom with large clusters of white flowers all over Placerita
Canyon.

Flowering ash (Fraxinus dipetela) at Placerita Canyon. Photo by RuthAnne Murthy

The basket bush (Rhus aromatica) is blooming along the Canyon Trail with tiny bright
yellow flowers, while the fiddleneck (Amsinckia sp.) is starting to send out its prickly
yellow-orange buds. Golden yarrow (Last weekend’s rain was a very welcome surprise at
Placerita Canyon Nature Center. The nearby creek was running for the first time in quite
a while. The flowering ash (Fraxinus dipetela) are in full bloom with large clusters of white
flowers all over Placerita Canyon. The basket bush (Rhus aromatica) is blooming along
the Canyon Trail with tiny bright yellow flowers, while the fiddleneck (Amsinckia sp.) is
starting to send out its prickly yellow-orange buds. Golden yarrow (Eriophyllum
confertiflorum) is also sending out floral sunshine. The chaparral currant (Ribes
malvaceum) is adorned with pink blossoms that will soon go to seed to the benefit of the
birds. The mule fat (Baccharis salicilifolia) along the creeks is fresh with new white buds,
and the wild cucumber (Marah macrocarpa) is climbing high among the sturdier plants
with the white star-shaped flowers making a nice display.) is also sending out floral
sunshine. The chaparral currant (Ribes malvaceum) is adorned with pink blossoms that
will soon go to seed to the benefit of the birds. The mule fat (Baccharis salicifolia) along
the creeks is fresh with new white buds, and the wild cucumber (Marah macrocarpa) is
climbing high among the sturdier plants with the white star-shaped flowers making a nice
display.
The southern entrance and surrounding bajadas to Joshua Tree National Park are best
for flower viewing right now along with the Pinto Basin region. The globes of Chuparosa
(Justicia californica) shrubs are on fire with red flowers, and cheerful yellow blooming
bladderpod (Peritoma arborea) contrasts it nicely. Can’t miss the brittlebush (Encelia
farinosa) and the Ocotillo (Fouquieria splendens) blooming yellow and red too. The
annuals blooming beneath them include Canterbury bells (Phacelia campanularia),
forget-me-nots (Cryptantha spp.), Parish’s poppy (Eschscholzia parishii), desert
dandelion (Malacothrix glabrata) and brown-eyed primrose (Chylismia claviformis ssp.

peirsonii). Along Pinto Basin Road, creosote (Larrea tridentata) is blooming quite nicely
along with desert lavender (Condea emoryi). Stand out wildflowers here are the yellow
cups (Chylismia brevipes) and notch-leaf phacelia (Phacelia crenulata).

The five photos above: desert plantain (Plantago sp.), sand verbena (Abronia villosa), notch-leaf
phacelia (Phacelia crenulata), ghost flower (Mohavea confertiflora), indigo bush (Psorothamnus
schottii). Photos by Irina Shchipanova and Gregory Frank

Just south of Cottonwood across the I-10 on the road to Mecca, you travel through an
area called Box Canyon in the Mecca Hills Wilderness with little side canyons for short
hikes. Last week some folks took my suggestion to visit and sent some nice photos
(above). Along the edges of washes, you can find many lovely species of wildflowers. A
little caution note. Soft sand at road edges. If you do not have 4WD or AWD, keep driverside tires on pavement if you pull over to do posy peeping. Also, be careful not to trample
the mud crusts.
The hot weather and lack of rain and wind stressed the lower elevation flowers in Death
Valley National Park. However, there are still large fields of desert gold (Geraea
canescens) in some locations on the southern section of the Badwater Road. Best spots
are the alluvial fan near Mile Marker 25 or the area just before the road closure. The
Beatty Cutoff Road and the Daylight Pass Road still have a nice variety of blooms. Try
getting out of your car and walking to see the most diversity. One way to see more
flowers at lower elevations is to hike into the canyons. With the additional shade and wind
protection, blooms may last a bit longer there. One flower just beginning to bloom in the
canyons is Rock Nettle (Eucnide urens). Although they are far from their peak, we are
also seeing more color in the mid-elevations. Try driving to Dante's View or along the
Daylight Pass Road to Rhyolite to see a few different flowers, such as golden evening
primrose (Camissonia brevipes), Fremont’s phacelia (Phacelia fremontii), desert
dandelion (Malacothrix glabrata), desert gold poppy (Eschscholzia glyptosperma),
paintbrush (Castilleja applegatei ssp.martinii), globemallow (Sphaeralcea ambigua) and
desert chicory (Rafinesquia neomexicana). The numbers are few but the variety is great!
Echo Canyon and Hole in the Wall are still good backcountry roads to view flowers. Look
for Death Valley monkeyflower (Mimulus rupicola) and brittlebush (Encelia farinosa) in
Echo Canyon. Indigo bush (Psorothamnus arborescens var. minutifolius) is blooming in
Hole in the Wall, and soon, the first beavertail cactus (Opuntia basilaris) will be blooming
there. The first Joshua Tree (Yucca brevifolia) blossoms are starting to come out in Lee
Flat. Happy flower hunting!

Mimulus rupicola, rock midget, a Death Valley endemic growing in a crack on a limestone
cliff in Echo Canyon; photo by Tom Chester
Desert sunflower (Gerea canescens) at sunset in Death Valley.
Photo by Tom Chester.

More on Death Valley entering from Panamint Valley. Flowers started up at around
3,000 ft. elevation on the east side of Panamint Valley on Hwy 190: brittle bush
(Encelia farinosa), notch-leaved phacelia (Phacelia crenulata), and yellow cups
(Chylismia brevipes). On the east side of the Valley, more yellow cups, notchleaved phacelia, desert five-spot (Eremalche rotundifolia), devil's spineflower
(Chorizanthe rigida), desert plantain (Plantago sp.), Fremont's pincushion
(Chaenactis fremontii), and golden desert-snapdragon (Mohavea breviflora). On
Hwy 190 east of Stovepipe Wells the desert sunflower (Geraea canescens) starts
up and continues in patches as 190 turns south and goes through Death Valley.
Notch-leaved phacelia (Phacelia crenulata), browneyes (Chylismia claviformis),
gravel ghost (Atrichoseris platyphylla), devil's spineflower (Chorizanthe rigida),
turtleback (Psyrothes ramossisma), Mojave desertstar and broad-leaved aliciella
(Aliciella latifolia) and caltha-leaved phacelia (Phacelia cathifolia), golden desert
snapdragon and desert five-spot. Creosote bush (Larrea tridentata) starting to
bloom in Furnace Creek. White-stemmed stickleaf (Mentzelia albicaulis), notchleafed phacelia, Fremont pincushion, devil's spineflower, cryptantha, and gravel
ghost all along 190 from Furnace Creak to south of Badwater. Warm Springs Road
near Badwater has desert sunflower cover, desert five spot, sand verbena (Abronia
villosa), and creosote bush in bloom. More should be blooming here in time. Warm
Springs Road is a beautiful area, off the beaten path. It should have more blooming
this coming weekend. Best to have 4-wheel drive, though the dirt road is not bad.

Desert five spot (Eremalche rotundifolia). Photo by Barbara Eisentein
Probably the most photographed desert wildflower!

This year's bloom in the Anza Borrego Desert State Park might have been
spectacular had the glorious El Niño year we were promised actually happened!
As it turns out, the annual plants that germinated in response to the nice January
rain, ended up going to bloom quickly during the rainless February when they were
still small. Some flowers may persist and improve, especially if the area gets some
additional rain.
As is often the case however, the perennials and shrubs look happy with the
rainfall they got, even though it was below normal. If additional rain occurs soon,
this area may be worth a second visit.
This week’s ABDSP list was compiled from a drive down Montezuma Grade (S22),
and from three areas on the desert floor—along Henderson Canyon Road, the end
of the pavement on Di Giorgio Road and around Borrego Springs.
The showy perennials along S22 include short-winged deerweed (Acmispon glaber
var. brevialatus), brittlebush (Encelia farinosa), desert lavender (Condea emoryi),
chuparosa (Justicia californica), and creosote (Larrea tridentata).
Quite abundant along the desert floor locations are desert sand verbena (Abronia
villosa), brown-eyed primrose (Chylismia claviformis ssp. peirsonii), California
spectacle pod (Dithyrea californica) and Arizona lupine (Lupinus arizonicus).
Common, scattered pockets of species in the same location include California
evening-primrose (Eulobus californica), Palmer's crinklemat (Tiquilia palmeri),
Emory's rock-daisy (Perityle emoryi) and less common, the dune evening primrose
(Oenothera deltoides). One annual that seems to have done very well in spite of

the weird rainfall pattern is desert lily (Hesperocallis undulata). In fact, this plant is
reportedly doing very well in all desert regions of California.

Desert lily (Hesperocallis undulata). Photo by Tom Chester

Spring has arrived in Topanga Canyon in the Santa Monica Mountains. There are a
lot of wild cucumber (Marah macrocarpa) flowers and even some soft young
cucumbers. Fun to see this odd fruit. The ever reliable popcorn flowers and forgetme-nots (Plagiobothrys spp, Cryptantha spp.) are scattered around. As you turn to
walk out on the chaparral loop portion of the nature trail there is an impressive
chaparral current (Ribes malvaceum) along with green bark ceanothus (Ceanothus
spinosus), and some bush sunflowers (Encelia californica). Look for the purple
nightshade (Solanum sp.) on the Nature Trail too. NPS staff have reported that the
shooting stars (Primula clevelandii) are out on the Mishe Mokwa Trail at CXR.
At Descanso Gardens in La Canada/Flintridge, tidy tips (Layia platyglossa) and
baby blue-eyes (Nemophila menziesii) are blooming nicely in the Native Garden
and contrast nicely with the shocking pink of the Western redbud (Cercis
occidentalis). Yellow and orange brighten up the Oak Wooland trails. Really a nice
display and local. Check it out. Plenty of lovely plants to enjoy here.
Add some more blooming beauties to the long list of flowering plants you can
enjoy at the Environmental Nature Center this week. Go there to walk the trails
among beautiful native plants now in full bloom. The fairyduster (Calliandra
eriophylla) a couple of sages Cleveland sage (Salvia clevelandii) and black sage
(Salvia mellifera) is starting bloom. Always cheery in their California-beckoning
colors of gold and blue are California poppies (Eschscholzia californica), California
encelia (Encelia californica), and California wild lilac (Ceanothus spp.) Also in
bright bloom are bladderpod (Peritoma arborea) and flannel bush
(Fremontodendron californicum). In contrast to all that blue and gold are the pink
Western redbud (Cercis occidentalis), Chaparral mallow (Malacothamnus
fasciculatus) and the red of monkeyflower (Mimulus aurantiacus var. puniceus). A

couple of other notable species in flower, and probably being visited heavily by
hummingbirds, is the Nevin’s Barberry (Berberis nevinii) and the Fuchsia-flowered
gooseberry (Ribes speciosa).

This is the ten-year anniversary of the establishment Elizabeth Learning Center
Habitat Gardens in the city of Cudahy! Stop by Elizabeth Learning Center this week
to marvel at the rich diversity of flora and fauna found in their Habitat Gardens.
Here's what you'll see: The vernal pools continue their flower show surrounded by
yellow-ray goldfields (Lasthenia glabrata), prostrate navarratia (Navarretia
prostrata), owls clover (Castilleja exserta), woolly marbles (Psilocarphus
brevissimus), otay mesa mint (Pogogyne nudiuscula), san diego mesa mint
(Pogogyne abramsii), thread-leaf brodiaea (Brodiaea filifolia), dense-flowered spike
primrose (Epilobium densiflorum), vernal popcorn flower (Plagiobothrys undulatus),
bolander’s water-starwort (Callitriche heterophylla var. bolanderi), sanford’s
arrowhead (Sagittaria sanfordii) & douglas’ meadowfoam (Limnanthes douglasii).
There are also spade-foot toad tadpoles (Spea hammondii) and riverside fairy
shrimp (Streptocephalus wootoni) swimming about in the deepest pools!!! Miniature
lupine (Lupinus bicolor), narrow-leaved fringepod (Thysanocarpus laciniatus),
arroyo lupine (Lupinus suculentus) and deerweed (Acmispon glaber) fill in the
vernal uplands. The desert garden AMAZES with whispering bells (Emmenanthe
penduliflora), desert bluebells (Phacelia campanularia), cream cups (Platystemon
californicus), mojave sun cups (Camissonia campestris), devil’s spine-flower
(Chorizante rigida), mojave lupine (Lupinus sparsiflorus), coville’s pygmy poppy
(Eschscholzia minutiflora covillei), apricot mallow (Sphaeralcea ambigua),
bladderpod (Peritoma arborea), spanish needle (Palafoxia arida), pebble
pincushion (Chaenactis carphoclinia), brittlebush (Encelia farinosa), desert
lavender (Hyptis emoryi), desert holly (Atriplex hymenelytra), desert candle
(Caulanthus inflatus), owls clover (Castilleja exserta), chia (Salvia columbariae),
panamint cryptantha (Cryptantha inaequata), skeleton milkweed (Asclepias
subulata), desert marigold (Baileya multiradiata), fishhook cactus (Mammillaria
dioica), sweetbush (Bebbia juncea), fiveneedle pricklyleaf (Thymophylla
pentachaeta), arizona four-nerve daisy (Tetraneuris acaulis var. arizonica), red and
yellow flowering chuparosa (Justicia californica), creosote bush (Larrea tridentate),
devil’s lettuce (Amsinckia tessellate), brittlebush (Encelia farinose),
beavertailcactus (Opuntia basilaris), catsclaw (Senegalia greggii), brown-eyed
primrose (Chylismia claviformis), canterbury bells (Phacelia minor), desert
dandelion (Malcothrix glabrata), climbing milkweed (Funastrum cynanchoides) and
desert chicory (Rafinesquia neomexicana). In the chaparral garden, the island
bush-poppy (Dendromecon harfordii) and blue palo verde (Parkinsonia florida) are
exploding with a fireworks-like display of yellow! The palo blanco (Lysiloma
candidum) (Baja) also has amazing clusters of round, white blooms. Visit Elizabeth
Learning Center during school hours by checking in at the Main Office as a visitor.
The school is located off Elizabeth Street between Atlantic and Wilcox Avenues in
Cudahy.

Elizabeth Learning Center Habitat Gardens. Photo by George Nanoski

That’s it for this week. Look for our next report on Friday, March 18th and check
back each week for the most up to date information on southern and central
California wildflowers.
If you would like to be a wildflower reporter send your information about wildflower
blooms and their location to flowerhotline@theodorepayne.org by Wednesday of
each week when blooms of note occur.

NATIVE PLANT & WILDFLOWER EVENTS:

Theodore Payne Foundation
Poppy Days Plant Sale
Friday & Saturday, April 15 and 16, 8:30 am-4:30 pm
An annual celebration of our State flower and huge native plant sale, offering
the region’s largest and most interesting selection of California native plants.

2015 Annual Theodore Payne Native Plant Garden Tour
Saturday & Sunday, April 2 & 3, 10:00 am – 5:00 pm
Full details at NativePlantGardenTour.org
Tickets On Sale Now

California Native Plant Society Hikes & Events
Riverside-San Bernardino Chapter
Sunday, March 13, 2016 - Mission Creek Preserve and
Whitewater Preserve, The Wildlands Conservancy - Katie Barrows
leads this CNPS RSB Chapter trip into the 4760 acre Mission Creek
Preserve at the transition zone between the Sonoran and Mojave
deserts, with a rich diversity of flora and fauna representing both
deserts. Go to chapter link for more information.

Orange County Chapter
Lecture/workshop: Butterflies in your Landscape: Creating a
Complete Butterfly Garden. Speaker: Gordon Pratt. Thursday, March
17, 2016. Doors open 7:00 pm, meeting starts 7:30 pm. No fee or
RSVP/ Welcome to all! The meeting place is the Duck Club building
at the San Joaquin Wildlife Sanctuary in Irvine. Go to chapter link for
more information.
Santa Monica Mountains Chapter
Saturday, March 12, 10:00 am Grizzly Flat Road Trip leaders:
Jane Tirrell and Helena Bowman This walk is about 1.5 miles (or
as far as we like) on a fire road with 500 feet of elevation gain. We'll
go at least as far as the junction with the Mt. Lukens Road and Dark
Canyon Trail where there is a large western redbud (Cercis
occidentalis). Then we can decide whether to continue on the Mt.

Lukens Road, take the Dark Canyon Trail to Grizzly Flat, or turn
back. Bring lunch and plenty of water if you would like an extended
hike. The trailhead is on the west side of Angeles Crest Highway
about 2.8 miles above the Angeles Crest Station. There is a large
paved turnout above a culvert. There are no rest rooms and an
Adventure Pass is required for parking. As always, our field trips
are free and open to the public.
Placerita Canyon Nature Center
Sunday, March 20th at 2:00 there will be a presentation of Wildflowers of Placerita
Canyon, and Saturday, March 26th at 9:30 there is the monthly wildflower hike.
.

