
 

 

Theodore Payne Foundation, a non-profit plant nursery, seed source, book store, 
and education center dedicated to the preservation of wild flowers and California 
native plants. This a report for March 3, 2017. New reports will be posted each 
Friday through the end of May. 

My ability to predict outcomes of various events has been sorely tested this year, 
especially in the area of possible wild flower viewing.  I will resist predicting the 
bloom this year, in spite of the recent, much-needed rainfall. Furthermore, if wild 
flower sightings are good, water-eroded trails and back roads may prevent us from 
access. Wild flowers are  finicky and ephemeral, so depending on the weather and 
species of plant, they can flower, peak and decline within 7-10 days. For this 
reason I try to keep the time I get an original report to the time it is posted on the 
hotline to within 7-10 days.  

I strongly suggest that before you make an extensive trip with high expectations, 
check out websites or phone your destination as well. The site info is on the links 
we provide.  

                           
                                Desert lily (Hesperocallis undulata). Photo by Tom Chester       

The Anza Borrego Desert State Park needs only some sunny, warm days to get it 
juiced to go! Flowers are starting to pop along the Montezuma grade, the descent 
along S22 from Ranchita to Borrego Springs, and flowers are beginning to pop on 
the desert floor at lower elevations.Southeast of Borrego Springs at the Texas dip 
area, hike down the San Felipe wash where the Borrego Springs Road meets 



SH78. On the banks of the wash, patches of pink Bigelow's monkey flower 
(Mimulus bigelovii var. bigelovii) and yellow Parish's poppy (Eschscholzia parishii) 
are very showy. Many more plants are germinating but no great display in flowers 
yet! Watch for it! Further north of this junction at Ant Hill, many 1,000s of desert 
lupine (Lupinus shockleyi) are in bloom. Dune evening primrose (Oenothera 
deltoides ssp. deltoides) are blooming in good numbers as well. The quantity of 
desert lily, (Hesperocallis undulata) in bloom is unbelievable and so many still in 
bud. Desert sand verbena, (Abronia villosa var. villosa) is widespread among the 
primrose and lily in good numbers and adding some pink color among the 
dominant white flowers of the primrose and lily. More than enough flowers to pick 
up the sweet smell from afar. The sandy area of Fonts Point just a little northeast of 
Ant Hill has a very good display of flowers now too; and while driving from Borrego 
Springs on S-2 southeast, the bloom  is even visibly greater as you cross the 
Carrizo creek and Montero wash.    
                     

Joshua Tree National Park will soon start posting official wild flower sightings, but 
I’ve heard anecdotally that the southern end of the Park around Cottonwood 
Springs and the bajadas, early species are starting to cover the landscape. 
Annuals include brown eyes (Chylissma claviformis), forget-me-not (Cryptantha 
spp), Parish’s poppy (Eschscholzia parishii), and Arizona lupine (Lupinus 
arizonicus). The ubiquitous brittle bush (Encelia farinosa) is exploding with yellow 
flowers. 

The Santa Rosa Plateau is a lush spring green and the vernal pools are full of 
water. On the loop hike from the Vernal Pool trailhead, along the Trans-Preserve 
Trail, blooms spotted include chocolate lilies (Fritillaria biflora), milk maids 
(Cardamine californica), buttercups (Ranunculus californicus), shooting stars 
(Primula clevelandii), wild hyacinth (Dichelostemma capitatum), and ground pinks 
(Linanthus dianthiflorus). 

                                            
               Shooting star (Primula clevelandii var. clevelandii). Photo by Michael Charters 



Spring has arrived in the in the Santa Monica Mountains National Recreation Area. 
The Sara Wan Trail Area can be accessed from PCH north of Puerco Canyon  
Rd. and South of Corral Canyon Rd. The creek that runs along  
the bottom of the canyon is now full and rushing. so one may have to  
get wet feet. You also may want to consider hiking this loop trail in clockwise 
direction for better ocean views on the descent. Near PCH there are a lot of  
bush sunflower (Encelia californica) in bloom. Continuing on, there starts to be a lot 
of wild cucumber vine (Mara macrocarpa)  climbing on trees and shrubs. 
Continuing up the trail the wild hyacinth (Dichelostemma capitatum) Is blooming in 
great numbers in open areas, and splashes of bright red paintbrush (Castilleja 
affinis) are spotting the landscape. 
 
Entering the Santa Susanna Mountain Trail from Andora Avenue just west of 
Lassen Hills you are first caught up with a landscape bursting with promise of 
wildflowers from all the recent rain.  Late winter and early spring brings  
wild cucumber (Marah macrocarpa), wild hyacinth (Dichelostemma  
capitatum), fiddleneck (Amsinckia sp.), wishbone plant (Mirabilis sp.),  
hoary ceanothus (Ceanothus crassifolius), and loads of lupines  
(Lupinus sp.) just starting to bloom. 
 
Too early and cool for much to be happening at the Antelope Valley Poppy 
Preserve SRA yet, but I’ve been told that the grape soda lupines (Lupinus 
excubitus) are just starting make a show. 

 
Nature has challenged the Placerita Canyon Natural Area during the past several 
months. In July/August, part of the park was scorched in the Sand Fire. Because 
of winter rain  some of our trails are closed due to erosion and flooding. There are, 
however, some hardy early bloomers and harbingers of spring.  On the  Ecology 
Trail loop, look for the California peony (Paeonia californica), with its lush foliage 
and nodding burgundy flowers. There is a nice display now, but it will fade quickly 
as the canyon temperatures rise. The sweet scent of lilac wafts along the trail as 
the white flowering hoary ceanothus (Ceanothus crassifolius) and the blue 
flowering hairy ceanothus (Ceanothus oliganthus) comes into full bloom in March. 
Gooseberries and currants provide hummingbirds with late winter and early spring 
nectar. The fuchsia-flowering gooseberry (Ribes speciosum) is already fading but 
the pink chaparral currant (Ribes malvaceum) is blooming in several places along 
the trail; and along the Heritage Trail the bright yellow golden currant (Ribes 
aureum) thrives. Purple perennial nightshade (Solanum xanti) is just starting 
bloom.We hope you will come out and see our early show of spring. 

                                  

The Environmental Nature Center in Newport Beach is a nice place to visit for 
viewing native spring flowering plants all in one pleasant contained place. The 
nature center has several nice pathways that guide you through the different plant 
habitats of Southern California including the Channel  Islands and Baja California. 
Throughout the nature center, the California wild lilacs (Ceanothus spp.) are 



covered with  beautiful blue blossoms. In the coastal sage scrub section, look for 
the bright yellow flowers of Nevin’s barberry (Berberis nevinii) and California 
encelia (Encelia californica). From the Channel Islands, enjoy the Island 
snapdragon (Gambelia speciosa) and Island mallow (Lavatera assurgentiflora). 
Representing Baja California is the Baja desert rose (Rosa minutaflora) in full 
bloom. Make sure to enjoy watching the hummingbirds hover around the fuchsia-
flowered gooseberry (Ribes speciosum) and the Munz’s sage (Salvia munzii). 

 
Fuchsia-flowering gooseberry (Ribes speciosum) Photo by Lori Whalen 

 
The rains of the 2016-17 winter season have been generous to the Habitat 
Gardens at Elizabeth Learning Center in Cudahy. Many species are taking off in 
their Vernal Pool, Desert and Chaparral gardens. Desert offerings include the baja 
vizcaino (Viscainoa geniculata), bluebells (Phacelia campanularia), cream cups 
(Platystemon californicus), mojave sun cups (Camissonia campestris), mojave 
lupine (Lupinus sparsiflorus), coville’s pygmy poppy (Eschscholzia minutiflora 
covillei), apricot mallow (Sphaeralcea ambigua), bladderpod (Peritoma arborea), 
spanish needle (Palafoxia arida), pebble pincushion (Chaenactis carphoclinia), 
brittlebush (Encelia farinosa), desert candle (Caulanthus inflatus), chia (Salvia 
columbariae), red and yellow flowering chuparosa (Justicia californica), and a first 
for them, the desert lily (Hesperocallis undulata).  Species showing off their colors 
in the Chaparral Garden include the Island bush poppy (Dendromecon harfordii), 
black sage (Salvia mellifera), woolly paintbrush (Castilleja foliolosa), arroyo lupine 
(Lupinus succulentus), tidy-tips (Layia platyglossa), poppies (Eschscholzia 
californica), wart-stemmed ceanothus (Ceanothus verrucosus), Nevin’s barberry 
(Berberis nevinii) and pink fairyduster (Calliandra eriophylla). These wonderful 
gardens are located at Elizabeth Learning Center on Elizabeth Street in Cudahy 
between Atlantic Ave and Wilcox Ave. They are open to the public during school 
hours by checking in at the Main Office and acquiring a visitor’s pass. 



 
  
                            

That’s it for this week. Look for our next report on Friday, March 10th and check 
back each week for the most up to date information on southern and central 
California wildflowers.  

If you would like to be a wildflower reporter send your information about wildflower 
blooms and their location to flowerhotline@theodorepayne.org by Wednesday of 
each week when blooms of note occur. 

NATIVE PLANT & WILDFLOWER EVENTS: 

Theodore Payne Foundation 

Poppy Day Spring Plant Sale http://theodorepayne.org/calendar/poppy-
days/ 

Saturday, March 18, 8:30 am-4:30 pm 

An annual celebration of our State flower and huge native plant sale, offering 
the region’s largest and most interesting selection of California native plants.  
http://theodorepayne.org/calendar/poppy-days/ 

 

2017 Annual Theodore Payne Native Plant Garden Tour 

Saturday & Sunday, April 1 & 2,  10:00 am – 5:00 pm 

Tickets On Sale Now  
Full details at http://theodorepayne.org/calendar/annual-garden-tour/ 

 

California Native Plant Society Hikes & Events 

 Riverside-San Bernardino Chapter  

Saturday, March 25, 2017, 11:00 am to 2:00 pm – Horsetheif 
Canyon Preserve Field Trip- Take this special opportunity to 
explore this beautiful preserve with CNPS. There are many species in 
flower and diverse vegetation including coastal sage scrub, chaparral, 
oak woodland, and rich riparian plant communities. For more 
information go to http://riverside-sanbernardino cnps.org 

 

 Orange County Chapter  
 

Silverado Canyon & Maple Springs Truck Trail – March 12, 2017. 
Go to occnps.org for information and directions. 



 


