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Remembering Ed Peterson
Seedsman & Volunteer Extraordinaire
Milk was delivered over the back fence from a
five gallon pail, courtesy of a neighbor’s Jersey
cow. Near by Sunset Boulevard was an unpaved
dirt road.

T

he Foundation has lost a founding member who
will be remembered for the extraordinary
contribution he has made and his life-long effort to
conserve native California flora. For over 40 years as
a volunteer, Ed was the principal seed collector and
seed room manager for the Theodore Payne
Foundation.
He celebrated his centennial last spring by camping
under the stars in Anza Borrego Desert State Park.
Friends he had made through the years at TPF later
joined him at Oak Grove Park in Pasadena to help
celebrate.
Edward Leslie Peterson was born April 8 1905, in Los
Angeles, the eldest of four sons. He grew up in
Hollywood, near Western and Franklin avenues, in a
two story house his parents started building in 1908.

When he was six, his family began spending
summers in Idyllwild, a full day’s journey by
trolley, train, and stagecoach. The trip was
simplified once the family bought a Model T in
1921. Ed was amazed with the amount of
camping gear and food his mother could tie to
the Model T for extended camping trips to the
Sierras. When the boys were old enough to freely
roam, they spent most of their free time hiking
throughout the local mountains. He, a cousin
and a friend climbed Mt. San Jacinto one day,
not realizing till they reached snow that they
were not going to be able to reach either the
summit, nor home before dark fell. Apparently it
was a miserable night.
After graduating from Hollywood High School, Ed
worked at Beverly Hills Nursery for three years
before attending UCLA. He earned a bachelor’s
degree in botany in 1930 and started a long
career in landscaping with the Los Angeles City
College. After 25 years as a landscape
supervisor, he retired in 1970 from his first career.
He began the seed collecting program at the
Foundation in 1962, starting his second career.
This was a few years after joining a small group,
including Theodore Payne, who recognizing the
need to continue the important work of
preserving California’s flora, formed the
Theodore Payne Foundation.
…continued on page 2

…continued from page 1

Remembering Ed Peterson
At 70, he married for the first time. Gladys had never
camped before, but quickly learned. This is
especially amazing considering how little camping
equipment he used, sleeping on the ground with a
piece of plastic, sleeping bag, a small piece of foam
padding and pillow. They traveled throughout
Southern California, camping and collecting seed
together, until she died in 1990.
Through the years, Ed has remained a fixture at the
Foundation. In addition to working in the seed room;
cleaning, weighing, packaging seed and filling
orders; he served on the Board as a director from
time to time, wrote articles for the Poppy Print and
other organizations’ newsletters, answered
innumerable questions from members and the
public, trained and led expeditions with the
Foundation’s seed collectors. For those that had the
opportunity to learn from Ed, he left a lasting
impression and soon became a friend.
Ed developed an extraordinary wealth of
knowledge about Southern California’s native plants
and wild areas. His ability to identify native species in
their various forms and life stages was unrivaled. He
knew the mountain ranges and deserts of Southern
California so well he could predict where a lupine
population would be in bloom or lead an expedition
to a backcountry spot where an incredible array of
wild flowers would be in a carpet of blooms.

Many of the seeds Ed Peterson collected were microscopic
and sold by the apothecary spoonful, not by the pound, Ed
told the Los Angeles Times in 1988. "You could start as an infant
and die a centenarian, but you couldn't gather 20 pounds of
California fuchsia seed in your lifetime," Ed said wistfully. Be that
as it may, Ed collected many pounds of wild California flora
seeds during his 100 years on Earth. Wildflowers now grace
hillsides and gardens as his living legacy.

Help Build the Ed Peterson Fund for
Native Plant Education
Honor Ed Peterson and his lifetime dedication to
the study & preservation of California native flora
by making a generous donation to the Ed Peterson
Fund for Native Plant Education. This Fund will
support internships, educational programs for
students, & other special projects. Use the
donation form on the last page of this newsletter
or contact the Foundation to contribute! s
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Ed with TPF seed collectors in the Anza-Borrego Desert
April 2005 (left to right: John Cox, Holliday Wagner, Ed
Peterson, & Clare Marter Kenyon).

The Summer 1996 Poppy Print article, “Treasure
Hunt,” written by Ed, gives a good description of
seed collecting with the master. The story ends with:
“As we head back toward the valley we know our
day has left the mountains essentially untouched.
The same cannot be said for ourselves. We have
added one more treasure to the storehouse of
memory.”
One of his favorite jokes was that “Seed collecting is
a treasure hunt where you search and research.”
said Holliday Wagner, the Foundation’s nursery
manager and principal seed collector, who began
working with Ed in 1994. “He loved to play with
words,” she said as she explained the joke: “First you
had to find the plant whose seed you wanted to
capture, then guess when the plant’s seeds would
be ready to collect, and then go out and “research”… find the plant all over again when it is dry
and brown, not looking at all like before.”
Collecting nature’s most basic creation, seeds,
helped “give purpose to my life,” Ed said in a 1998
interview. “It has kept me going through these
years.” Even when he become legally blind five
years ago, Ed continued to go into the mountains
and deserts with his friends to search for seed and,
after hearing them described, helped identify the
native plants.
If you were fortunate to have shared even a short
time with Ed, you will know what a kind, gentle and
generous person he was. Indeed, we are rich with
the treasure of our memories. `

WINTER GARDEN GUIDE
Winter is the other best time of year to plant
California natives. Chaparral plants like Ceanothus
and Arctostaphylos are no longer dormant. Have
a spot for a large shrub? Consider exceptional
and rare species such as Summer Holly
(Comarostaphylils diversifolia) with its small white
lantern flowers or Lemonade Berry (Rhus
integrifolia) with their tasty fruits. While the
California lilacs and flannel bushes are showy,
these are handsome year-round.
Winter rains tend to come in week-long bursts, so
soils can get soaked and take time to dry out. Turn
off your irrigation systems when we get rains and
don’t turn them back on until your soils dry out a
bit and no rain is coming. Try avoid walking on wet
soils as this causes serious compaction. If you must
work an area, use a board to stand on to reduce
some of the compression on soils.
Plant
… just about everything now. If winter rains drench
your soil, hold off until things dry out a bit,
especially if you have clay soils. Don’t back-fill a
hole with muddy soil; it’s bad for the plan’s root
ball.

Lovely 3 foot high living
Christmas Trees
for sale!
Enjoy a California native
Giant Sequoia
this holiday!
$8.00 each
with the usual member discount!

Acer, Amelanchier, Betula, and Sambucus are all
dormant and should be pruned, trimmed, and
trained. Betula are touchy, so prune with a light and
careful hand.
Garrya should be pruned after those amazing
catkins fade, but before new growth starts in late
winter or early spring.
HOLD IT! Don’t prune Ceanothus until after they
bloom. Much of your shrub and perennial pruning
should be reserved for late spring and early summer
when the spring bloom has faded. `

Wild Flowers
You can still sow wild flower seeds. Soils soaked by
winter rains help your seeds along. Be sure to get
them in place by the end of January, though!
Watering
If winter rains haven’t shown up, or if they haven’t
blown through in the past three weeks, give
everything a long, deep soak. In dry periods,
check and fix watering basins and fill up once or
twice to get a deep soak. But if we’ve gotten a
strong series of rain storms, break the water wells
and let the water flow away from the base of the
plant. In any case, refresh your mulch!

Lemonade Berry
(Rhus integrifolia)
Illustration by George B. Sudworth.
“Forest Trees of the Pacific Slope,”
USDA, 1907; courtesy Trees of Stanford

Divide and Prune
If you haven’t pruned back last year’s growth,
consider doing it before plants get too leggy with
new growth. Salvia, Eriogonum, Penstemon,
Artemisia, and Zauschneria can be pruned now.
If you experience frost in your area, delay pruning
until early spring.
Dig and pot up Matilija poppy roots. They tend to
travel in your garden, so watch for new sprouts.
Dig up the root and its leaders. There are small
bumps along the up-side of the root. So if you
want to make new plants, pot the root segments
bumpy side up.

Summer Holly (Comarostaphylils
diversifolia) Photo by K. Gilliland
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Nursery Report
Seeds, seeds and more seeds. The season for wild seed
collection is almost past although a few species, such as the
coyote gourd (Cucurbita foetidissima), are still ripening. More
wild seed than ever before is being sown in the nursery. The
space available for planting seed was doubled this summer
thanks to new rolling benches in the seed house.
We have been preparing seed for planting, with enormous
assistance from Laima Harmon in the seed room. Cleaning
seed is often the most labor consuming part of the planting
process. (Volunteers welcome! Please help us with this
important task!) Separating seed from its fruit or capsule can
take lots of ingenuity as well: tiny seeds from sticky fruit, thistle
seed from prickly seed heads, ceanothus seeds solidly attached
to their capsules, and so on.
Much seed can be planted immediately after cleaning. Those
that germinate best after fire have “charate” sprinkled on them
after planting. The delightful smell in the office these days is a
remnant of charate in the making: Chamise (Adenostoma
fasciculatum) baked into charcoal. Other seed, often from highelevation plants, is being tucked into the refrigerator in damp
vermiculite for 1-12 months before planting. Lupine (Lupinus
species) seeds among others are treated with almost boiling
water, then soaked overnight before planting.
TPF’s notable volunteer, Ed Peterson, went on his last seed
collecting trip this summer to Mt. Gleason at the venerable age

of 100. We are saddened by his passing. Ed will be sorely
missed by the seed program. We encourage you to honor Ed’s
memory by becoming a volunteer. A donation to the Ed
Peterson Fund for Native Plant Education is another way to
carry on Ed’s work. `

Garden Tour Momentum Builds!
The third annual Theodore Payne Garden Tour on
April 1 and 2, 2006 is moving ahead at full steam.
This year the tour will offer attendees 30 garden sites,
with seven new gardens and two returning from the
first year of the tour. The tour also includes several
outstanding public gardens. As always, each garden
will have a docent and some gardens will have
Theodore Payne plants for sale and special
demonstrations.
The price of this year’s tour is $10 per person. Once
again, the Foundation will offer a free public lecture
by award-winning landscape designer Greg Rubin.
If you are interested in volunteering, please contact
Yvonne LeGrice at ylegrice@adelphia.net or
310. 476. 2151. If you know of someone who would
interested in sponsoring the tour or advertising in the
tour program book, please contact Keith Malone at
keithmalone@sbcglobal.net or 323.441.0000.

Help Make 2006 an Extraordinary Year For Theodore Payne Foundation !
In 2010, the Foundation will celebrate its 50th anniversary.
We’ve come this far thanks in large part to the support of
people who believe in our mission and the value of our work.

{ Renew or upgrade your membership or join for the

At this time of year your mailbox is probably filled with
requests for charitable contributions to benefit many worthy
causes. Like many nonprofit organizations, the Theodore
Payne Foundation relies on the generosity of our members
and donors to help keep our doors open, and to bring you
exclusive classes and events, expand our selection of native
species and cultivars for sale, and take on special community
projects like a Children’s Native Plant Garden at the new Rio
de Los Angeles State Park. Even seemingly minor needs—like
new wagons for customers to use in our nursery—can be
difficult to meet without philanthropic support.

by purchasing gift memberships, gift certificates,
books or other items from our bookstore.

Please consider helping us in one or more of the following
ways:

{ Make a tax-deductible gift of cash or appreciated
securities.
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first time.

{ Introduce friends and family members to native plants
{ Buy California natives from our nursery.
{ Volunteer!
{ Attend the Foundation’s special events including our

annual Native Plant Garden Tour, Poppy Day, Fall
Festival, horticultural classes and other presentations.
Do you have friends who haven’t “gone native” yet?
Invite them along to see what the buzz is about!

Thank you…
for your continuing and generous support!

Pinheiro Artworks Return

Plummer’s Mariposa Lily
(Calochortus plummerae)
can be found on chaparral
ridges and arid hill tops. Its
outer petal edges can vary
from pastel pink to a deep
rose color; however, the
inner portion of each petal
is covered with bright
yellow hairs. Each lily
blooms on the end of a
long, thin stem. In a gentle
breeze, these lilies appear
to bob in midair like their
namesake: “Mariposa” is
Spanish for “butterfly.”

Over ten years ago, the Foundation was in somewhat
serious financial trouble. Revenues were down and
the decision was made to offer selections from the
Foundation’s art collection for sale. Approximately 30
watercolors by Jane Pinheiro were sold as a result. The
Foundation had received a large collection of Jane’s
artwork from various donors. The works ranged from
sketch books to small studies and full-sized, finished
works. These pieces span her active career as an artist
from the 1940s through the 1970s.
Jane was based in the Antelope Valley and her works
were very well known in a region that is famous for its
wildflowers. She was active in many social
organizations and was a key personality in the
development of the California State Poppy Preserve.
Her artwork was exhibited frequently, including a show
at the Los Angeles County Museum of Art.
An organization is in particular trouble when it turns to
important assets such as an art collection in order to
make ends meet. Selling off the Pinheiro pieces must
have been a very difficult decision. The Foundation
has emerged from that unstable financial period
much stronger and much more determined to learn
from its past. Most importantly, the extraordinary
support from members, through annual renewals and
the Fall fund drive, help ensure that the Foundation will
never again need to make such a devastating
decision.
Our hopeful future may have brought seven of the lost
Pinheiro works back to the Foundation’s collection. By
sheer coincidence, a friend of the Foundation
discovered that seven watercolors by Jane were
offered for sale at a Bonham and Butterfield’s auction.
Four works had been sold at a previous auction, but
seven were still available. After a short, but anxious
morning, three lots were offered for sale, and all three
lots were won. The works restored to the Foundation’s
custody are titled Long Trumpet, Blow Wives, Snakes
Head, White Buckwheat, Yellow Desert Primrose, Cliff
Rose, and Indian Tobacco. Each piece remains in the
Foundation’s original framing and is in good condition.
We hope that other works sold from the original
collection will find their way back to the Foundation.
The Foundation will continue to exhibit botanical and
landscape art encompassing California’s beautiful
native flora.
A selection of Jane Pinheiro’s artwork is currently on
display at the Foundation, including the seven
recovered watercolors. `

Photo by L. Paul

Winter 2005 / 2006 Calendar
December
17th

Native Garden Design Workshop
Sat. 10:00am – 12:30pm

January
7th

First Saturdays: Garden Project
Sat. 9:00am – Noon (See page 7)

14th

Native Plant Horticulture
Sat. 10:00am – 12:30pm

27th &
th
28

Winter Plant Sale
Members: 15% discount
Fri. – Sat. 8:30am – 4:30pm

28th

Native Garden Design Workshop
Sat. 10:00am – 12:30pm

February
4th

“California Native Plants for the Garden”
Presentation & Book Signing
Sat. 10:30am
Bart O’Brien, Dir. of Horticulture at Rancho
Santa Ana Botanic Garden & Co-author.

4th

First Saturdays: Garden Project
Sat. 9:00am – Noon (See page 7)

11th

Native Plant Horticulture
Sat. 10:00am – 12:30pm

25th

Native Garden Design Workshop
Sat. 10:00am – 12:30pm

] Some programs and classes require
advance reservations and/or fees. Visit:

www.theodorepayne.org
Or call 818.8768.1802 for more info and
calendar updates.
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Volunteer Report
Our volunteers of the past quarter have once again
outdone themselves! We thank you all and greatly
appreciate your generous gifts of time and talent.
Those who give of their time on a regular basis are:
Mary Brooks, Leslie Carruthers-Aroma and Brian
Hart in propagation; Orchid Black and Ollie LaPlant
in the sales yard; Cynthia Guthrie, plant care: Peter
Katsensis, Julie Kwak and Kathy Parenteau in the
office; Keith Malone, publicity; and Ken and
Rhonda Gilliland, our webmasters who continually
enhance our wonderful website – the plant gallery
is almost complete! Janice Kuch is spearheading
our participation at the Montrose Harvest Market in
addition to serving as a regular plant caretaker. We
have come to depend on you all!
Our “First Saturdays” volunteers, who donate their
time and skills to special garden projects once a
month, have made quite a difference on the
grounds: Leslie Carruthers-Aroma, Joe Grant, Fred
and Kathy Heslep and Betty Markowitz. Thus far we
have a new pond and a newly planted
demonstration garden. Consider joining us on “First
Saturdays” of each month for a morning of fun and
a feeling of accomplishment on a special project.
Fall Festival was an occasion to see old friends,
make new ones, and receive much needed help:
Armi Atil, Laura Ayala-Huntly, Michelle Cummins,
Lynnette Kampe, Yvonne LeGrice, Libby McInerny, ,
Alexis Nollmann, Samantha Olivieri, Mike Sovich,
Robert Staehle and most of our regulars turned out
to help as well as board members Stephanie Blanc,
Dan Fink, Jerry Schneider, Susan Shum, Nate West
and John Wickham. It was a great three day event.
Special thanks to Jeanne Paul and Vincente for
various repairs and maintenance help. Jeanne
installed kitchen tile and curtains that improved our
indoor appearance immensely. Vincente installed
much needed window screens and made other
needed repairs.
If you want to learn more about the natives, seeds
and/or plants, volunteering is a fine opportunity to
do so. We welcome you to join us and participate
in furthering the Foundation’s mission. Please call us
or stop by to learn about the many ways you can
help! `

ùÀ ú
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Theodore Payne Foundation
Montrose
Harvest Market
…at the

Children plant CA Poppy seeds and
learn about native plants at the TPF
table.

Native plants, wildflower seeds, and botanical books
on sale at the Montrose Harvest Market.

C ome visit Theodore Payne Foundation at the

Montrose Harvest Market 9:00am to 2:00pm every
other Sunday December 11 and thereafter until
further notice. At our table we offer a selection of
native plants, seeds, and books; distribute
information about the Foundation; and conduct
children’s nature activities. Many thanks to
volunteer Janice Kuch who has organized and
established our presence at the popular Montrose
Harvest Market. Janice is seeking high school
students who need to fulfill public service hours to
help with activities for children. We also need
more volunteers to help at the booth with setup,
public outreach, and packing up at the end of
the market day. The Montrose Harvest Market is
another way to make people aware of the
Foundation and what we have to offer.
Staffing the Foundation booth at the farmers’
market is a very pleasant outdoor experience.
Immerse yourself in the fragrance of native plants,
sell seeds, converse with the public, promote the
Theodore Payne Foundation, enjoy the festive
atmosphere, and pick out fresh produce for your
family! If you are interested in donating a few
hours of your time, please call the office for details:
818.768.1802. `
For more info. about the Montrose Harvest Market
and to obtain a discount coupon, visit:

http://www.shopmontrose.com/harvestmkt/

First Saturdays

m

Gardens that display the beauty of California native
plants are still few and far between. Two years ago,
we introduced the Theodore Payne Garden Tour to
provide opportunities for people to experience
natives in the home landscape. Still, the number of
gardens available for public viewing are limited. This
year, the Foundation is focusing on creating
gardens around the nursery that will be on display
year-round. “First Saturdays” is a volunteer effort to
improve the Foundation’s grounds and provide
hands-on learning opportunities in native plant
gardening and landscape installation.
Our first project was a small pond and riparian
planting in the shady area of the sales yard. The
garden includes a short wall of Bouquet Canyon
stone and a pond with a solar pump. Volunteer Joe
Grant discovered his inner wall-builder, beautifully
piecing together the stone. The planting includes
alder, button willow, Douglas’ spirea, and bog
lupine.
The next project went to the other extreme. We
picked the hottest, driest spot in the nursery to plant
a full sun perennial border. After cutting back the
deer grass, Francisco Rosales taught us how to take

d

Merry Winter Solstice
& Season’s Greetings!
From All of Us at the

d Theodore Payne Foundation d
May 2006 be a very good year!

ùÀú
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Participate in Special
Garden Projects !

root cuttings from the bush mallow. After a little
clean-up, we were ready to plant prince’s plume,
scarlet bugler, golden yarrow and marsh elder. We
included a mass of desert wildflowers for good
measure.
Every month, the “First Saturdays” volunteer crew
will work on another special project. We provide
juice and snacks, provide tools, and get to work.
It’s a great opportunity to learn a few tricks, put
them into practice, and spend some time with
great people who love native plants. We learn
from the experts in our nursery how to prune, plant,
design, and enjoy our native plants. The
challenges of each project vary, so the skills
learned and practiced every month will change.
Please come out the First Saturday of every month
to help in the gardens. Upcoming days are
January 7, February 4 and March 4. We hope
you’ll join us! `

The Poppy Print is the membership newsletter of the Theodore Payne
Foundation for Wild Flowers and Native Plants, Inc., a non-profit
organization. The Foundation's mission is to acquire and disseminate
knowledge of California's native flora, preserve its natural habitats, and
encourage its preservation and use. In keeping with this purpose, the
Foundation operates a nonprofit nursery where native plants are grown and
sold. Wildflower and native plant seeds as well as a full range of
horticultural and botanical books and information are available at our Sun
Valley headquarters or by mail.
Theodore Payne Foundation for Wild Flowers and Native Plants, Inc.
10459 Tuxford Street, Sun Valley, CA 91352 (818) 768-1802
Web site: www.theodorepayne.org
E-mail:
info@theodorepayne.org
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Plant of the Month Program 2006
Each month we feature a different species for which we offer a 20% discount to members
January

Button Willow (Cephalanthus occidentalis californicus)

February

Mexican Rush (Juncus mexicanus)

March

Narrow Leaf Milkweed (Asclepias fascicularis)
(Pictured at left, photo by K. Gilliland)

Check our website for more information v While supplies last – no rain checks or holds
We reserve the right to make substitutions v Quantities may be limited

#

Theodore Payne Foundation
for Wild Flowers and Native Plants, Inc.

Membership / Donation Form

10459 Tuxford Street, Sun Valley, California 91352-2126

Please select a membership category:
o $20.00 Student or Senior
o $100.00 Supporting or Organizational
o $30.00 Regular
o $150.00 Professional / Business
o $65.00 Friend
o $250.00 Patron

o $500.00 Golden Poppy
o $1,000.00 Life Member
o Other donation (see amount below)

Name

Phone(s)

Address

Fax

City

State

Zip

E-mail

o Please send me e-mail event & plant sale info.

o A check (payable to Theodore Payne Foundation) is enclosed: $
o Please charge $
Signature

to my

o Visa

o Mastercard #

exp.

v You may also call to join or make a contribution: 818.768.1802
Membership contributions and gifts are tax deductible within the limits allowed by law. 501(c)(3) EIN 95-6095398

