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the Poppy Print

News for Members of the Theodore Payne Foundation for Wild Flowers and Native Plants, Inc.

Fall Festival Is Here! Two Weekends of the Best
Plant Sale in Southern California
Fall Festival expands to two weekends this year! Don’t miss
four days of the best plant sale in Southern California.

On Saturday, October 13, we also feature two FREE drop-in
workshops:

Members’ Sneak Preview: October 5 and 6
Come early for our special pre-sale on Friday and Saturday,
October 5 and 6. Everyone gets the pick of our fall crop, and
members receive 15% off all plants (except 4” pots and bulbs)
and 10% off all seeds.

Ethnobotany Crafts Workshop with Oscar Ortiz
12:00–1:00 p.m.
Oscar Ortiz, a cultural-environmental specialist who has
worked in the Santa Monica Mountains for over 20 years,
shares his knowledge of the original uses and value of
California native plants and how to turn them into unique
crafts in a special workshop for kids big and small.

Public Days: October 12 and 13
Come back for more at the action-packed second weekend
of Fall Festival on Friday and Saturday, October 12 and 13.
Members enjoy the same 15% discount on plants, nonmembers
10% (again, except 4” pots and bulbs). There will be no Sunday
sales day this year—use the day to start planting!
On all four days the nursery will be fully stocked with all the
staples of a beautiful California native plant garden, plus more
than a few specialty and rare items. Check our inventory on our
Web site, www.theodorepayne.org, before heading out to the
nursery to find these gems.
Last year we offered you an incredible 800 species and
cultivars, the largest selection of any native plant sale. And
we’re working hard to beat that record this year!
Vendors and Free Workshops
On both weekends, look for vendors with exhibits and goodies,
such as seeds and supplies from Wild Birds Unlimited and
botanically inspired silk-screened scarves by Susan Wells.

Pruning Workshop with Gary Knowlton
1:00–2:00 p.m.
Learn pruning techniques from certified arborist Gary
Knowlton, who always leaves people happier, wiser, and
more in tune with the flora that surrounds us.
Watercolors in the Art Gallery
When you visit us, stop by the Art Gallery to see the
wildflower paintings of Jane Pinheiro. Don’t miss this chance
to see beautiful, newly donated watercolors by the woman
whose artistry and determination inspired the creation of the
Antelope Valley California Poppy Reserve.
More Events for Fall
There are more exciting events coming this fall at Theodore
Payne. Our fall classes are currently sold out, but be sure to
check our Web site for new events as they are added. 

Fall Festival

October 5–6 & 12–13

Plant Sale
Workshops

Vendors

8:30 a.m.–4:30 p.m.

Archives Continue to Yield Discoveries
by John Wickham
We continue our work cataloging
and conserving the Theodore Payne
archives. We have roughly sorted
approximately 20 boxes of materials
into theme areas and identified
important documents, such as
letters to Mr. Payne from California
governors requesting horticultural
assistance and correspondence
about Mr. Payne’s efforts to protect
Hancock Park from extensive
development.

A find from the archives: Payne’s Garden Guide from
1927 featuring specially commissioned botanical
photos. The archives continue to reveal information
about California’s horticultural history

We have focused most of our
attention to date on the Payne
photo collection. All photos,
including a large collection
of glass negatives, have
been placed into protective
sleeves. Subjects in the
collection include gatherings of the Nature
Club and plantings in the native plant garden Mr. Payne
designed for Exposition Park.
An interesting element of the collection is a number of
botanicals made specifically for Payne’s numerous catalogs.
Most nurserymen who published catalogs were able to
purchase stock photos. As a result, old seed and plant
catalogs from various parts of the country had the same
photos. Because Mr. Payne was working with unique plant
material, he had to commission a special set of photographs.
Another interesting discovery is that, in the early years of
the Foundation, volunteers considered the Foundation to
be an extension of the Payne Nursery. Materials from the
Foundation were naturally filed with materials from the Payne
Nursery, resulting in confusing mixes of information. We thus
need to carefully evaluate how to properly organize and place
materials in the archives.
The next step in the Theodore Payne archives project is to
conduct a more refined sort of the various paper materials.
Various elements have been shuffled around over time,
mixing materials from different subject matters or years. We
also need to remove rusted paper clips and staples, which
damage paper. Where different types of paper are collected
in a single file, we must insert sheets of acid-free paper to
prevent the transfer of acid from one sheet to another.
Once this fine sort is completed, the entire collection will be
digitized and cataloged for research. These archives provide a
rich view into the historical development of the horticultural
industry of Southern California. Interest has already prompted
researchers from New Zealand and Australia to seek out
the Payne archives. Much remains to be learned from these
papers. 
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The Poppy Print is the membership newsletter of the Theodore Payne
Foundation for Wild Flowers and Native Plants, Inc., a nonprofit
organization. The Foundation’s mission is to promote and restore
California landscapes and habitats, to propagate and make available
California native plants and wildflowers, and to educate and acquire
knowledge about California flora and natural history. In keeping with
this purpose, the Foundation operates a nonprofit nursery where
native plants are grown and sold. Wildflower and native plant seeds
as well as well as a full range of horticultural and botanical books and
information are available at our Sun Valley headquarters and by mail.
Theodore Payne Foundation for Wild Flowers and Native Plants., Inc.,
10459 Tuxford Street, Sun Valley, CA 91352 • www.theodorepayne.org
Tel: (818) 768-1802  •  E-mail: info@theodorepayne.org
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nursery news

    We Make More Room for Plants, Go Organic, and Create User-Friendly Signage

by Louise Gonzalez

The heat hasn’t stopped us yet! Many thanks to Mother Nature for a relatively mild
summer and to whoever created Gatorade and sunblock with SPF 45. Except for
those last two weeks of August, we didn’t suffer too much from the summer heat
while continuing with our improvements.
Growing Area Improvements
If you’ve ever wandered up the nursery road that goes beyond the sales booth,
you may have looked into one of our growing areas we call the terraces. Perhaps
built when dinosaurs roamed, this area has housed thousands and thousands of
one-gallon plants over the years and has started to show the wear and tear. Great
new improvements have begun to resuscitate our beloved terraces. Currently
separating each terrace are roughly stacked river rock walls. Though attractively
rustic, they are no longer holding up the terraces very well and so are being
taken down. We are restacking each terrace wall with new blocks and widening
all the terraces to as much as three times their current size. We are also adding
new drainage pipes to divert runoff of irrigation water into our large drainage
ditch, which will help to keep any runoff from rolling down the nursery road.
These improvements will help to quell erosion and allow us to house a much
larger quantity of one-gallon plants per terrace. This also gives us the room to
experiment with growing new plant species.
On The Organic Quest
We make a great effort to treat our nursery plants as organically as possible. We
use nontoxic insecticides, we hand-weed instead of spraying herbicides, and we
sing to them. Okay, so maybe we don’t sing to them. To further our organic quest,
we are looking into organic alternatives to the fertilizer that we use. By using an
organic fertilizer, we would lessen the amount of nitrogen that is released into
the environment and aid in the health of the soil. We have also switched from
peat moss to coir, a by-product of the coconut fiber industry. By using coir we are
not only improving our growing media, but are also helping to preserve natural
peat bogs, which are important wildlife habitats. Soon we will begin our fertilizer
trials. Hopefully by the next Poppy Print we will have some interesting and hopeful
results. Stay tuned.
Tidbits: Better Irrigation, Better Information
Thanks to the wizardry of Brumder Waterwise Irrigation, we have been able to
update our irrigation systems throughout the nursery. New irrigation has been
added in our sales yard to help promote the health of our established plants in
these arid conditions. Irrigation in some of our growing areas is currently being
redesigned for better efficiency, and all of our growing areas are now automated.
This fall you will see our plant placards in a new user-friendly format. They are
bigger and much easier to read and have more in-depth information to aid you in
choosing the right plant for the right place. We were going to put color photos on
the placards, but decided against it due to the rate of fading from the sun. Instead,
the placards will have icons to represent different benefits that the plants provide.
Soon we hope to provide a photo album of the plants for sale at the nursery.
And of course, we will have many new species of plants for sale this fall. What, you
wonder? Well, you will just have to come and see! See you at Fall Festival! 

Growing Areas Transformed
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Before—the terraces were disorganized and
the river-rock walls were beginning to fail

2

During—we removed the old river-rock
walls, widened each terrace, and added
drainage pipes

3

After—the renovated terraces hold more
plants, giving us more room to experiment
with new species
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                           It’s time to plant! Use these tips to get your garden off to a strong start
by John Wickham

Fall planting season is the ideal time to
get California natives into the ground.
Getting off to the right start in the fall
will help your garden thrive all year.

Water
Be sure to water well until the winter
rains arrive (please submit all inquiries,
suggestions, requests, and otherwise
to the authority as befits your personal
belief system…one year without rain
will suffice, please and thank you).
Native plants need water in the fall,
when their roots are growing.

Plant
Get container-grown plants off to a
good start by remembering good
planting practices: dig a hole twice

as wide as the pot and about as deep
as the soil in the pot, fill the hole with
water and let it drain, then backfill with
soil and tamp it down with your hands.
Water again. If you have a lot of plants,
dig a hole and fill it with water, then
dig the next and the next. By the time
you’ve finished your last hole, the first
one will have drained and will be ready
for planting.

Also remember to consider the best
position of the plant in the hole. If
there are three main branches, which
direction should the largest branch
lead? Re-position the plant in the
hole several times, checking the
best appearance. This is particularly
important with large shrubs and trees.
Low, clumping perennials and plants
that bunch or send out runners will find
their own way.

Plan
There is no better time to sow annual
wildflower seeds. There are many
beautiful species to consider, from the
popular baby blue eyes and tidy tips
to the unusual giant blazing star (see
below). Several mixes were developed by
Theodore Payne to provide a succession
of color, or you can make your own mix.
You can also sow individual species in
masses to create a concentrated show.

Weed
The first key step is to eliminate weeds.
Water well to germinate weed seeds,
then pull them by hand. Don’t cultivate
the soil deeply, as this will bring buried
weed seeds up to the surface. If you do
cultivate, repeat the germination step
once or twice to make sure you get
everything possible.

Giant Blazing Star: A Prickly, Powerful Garden Standout

M. laevicaulis was first recognized
in A Flora of North America by John
Torrey and Asa Gray, although the
great British botanist David Douglas
described it first. Douglas put it in the
wrong plant family, though, and Torrey
and Grey’s correction holds. Giant blazing
star is found through the western United
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States, including most of California. There
are many species of blazing star, though
most are very small-flowered and not
particularly showy. Lindley’s blazing
star (M. lindleyi) is the other showy

With shiny petals on a
six-inch-wide flower, giant
blazing star is a shameless
attention-seeker

California member of the genus, a lowgrowing annual with large golden flowers.
But giant blazing star is in a class of its own.
I’ve seen this plant growing
along roadsides
throughout the

Gary A. Monroe @ USDA-NRCS PLANTS Database

Giant blazing star (Mentzelia laevicaulis)
may be the most elegant wildflower in the
California flora. About six inches across, its
slim bright lemon yellow petals
shine in the afternoon sun like
the brightest stars at night. The
center is filled with a profusion of
fine stamens, also in bright yellow.
This extraordinary beauty also happens
to grow on a particularly rough-looking
plant that some (OK, a few more than that)
would call downright weedy.
Giant blazing star manages
to both fit and challenge our
concepts of beauty.

Prickly poppy (Argemone spp.) is another  
unusual, attention-grabbing garden
standout. Try growing it from seed this fall

Sow

If you are concerned about achieving an
even distribution of seeds across your
bed, mix them with sand. Place half to
two-thirds of the seed with about five
times as much sand and mix, reserving
the remainder to fill in later. Spread the
sand-seed mixture over your bed. The
sand will be lighter in color than your
soil, allowing you to easily spot areas that
did not receive good coverage. Use the
reserved seed to fill in these spots.

Water…Again
Water is critical. You can wait for the
winter rains to do the work or you can
water by hand. If you take the time to
water by hand, though, dedicate yourself
to the effort of keeping them alive. You
can’t simply germinate the seed and then
leave it to the weather. Until rains have
thoroughly soaked your soil, you may
have to water on a regular basis until
the annuals have reached sufficient
size to make it on weekly watering
or seasonal rainfall. From then on, it’s
smooth sailing. Good luck! 

Angeles National Forest. They show up
which is where I discovered one of the
in disturbed roadside spots with great
giant blazing star’s more troublesome
drainage. In some cases, the plants will
characteristics. Its leaves are a little prickly
have the shape of a Christmas tree or
and a little sticky. Once I got back to my
candelabra, with long branches radiating
car, I found that I was covered in little
out from the central stem and tapering
brown sticky leaf specks and for about
up to a narrow top. They can be as
an hour kept getting stuck to my shirt or
much as four or five feet tall and maybe
finding little prickles. All this really means
three feet across. You’ll spot the
is…don’t hug your giant blazing star.
blooming plants first, as they
This is highly desirable specimen
are about four feet high. But
for a dry garden, but most
Plant
look around and you’ll find
gardeners tend to kill it before
smaller plants that should
Spotlight the first blooms open. According
bloom next year.
to Bart O’Brien at the Rancho
In one location up in the
Santa Ana Botanic Garden, giant
Saugus district, I scrambled up
blazing star doesn’t want any water
a scree to get a closer look. The rock
when it bolts into bloom. In this case,
was so loose it seemed like each step took its desired habitat in the wild telegraphs
me two steps backward. With a big pair
its horticultural requirements in big bold
of clown shoes, you could ski down that
letters—NO WATER. Those dry, sandy,
slope like it was Mammoth in February.
gravelly disturbed roadsides don’t hold
Trying to stick close to the plant and not
water. And that scree I scrambled up in
slide back to the road, I had to get a little
Saugus couldn’t hold a cup of water in a
too close to examine the beautiful flowers, monsoon.

© Mimi Kamp

Sowing is easy….or is it? Make sure the
soil is moist, and slightly rough up the
surface with a rake. Toss the seed and
tamp it down to make sure there is good
seed-to-soil contact. This is essential to
ensure that seeds have an opportunity
to germinate and root well. You can use
your hands to tamp the seeds into the
soil, or a lawn roller for larger areas.

Another interesting approach is to
purchase a seed mix plus a little more
of one of your favorite annuals. Place all
the seed in the sand mix, then use the
favorite as filler to achieve pockets of
single massed flowers. Then tamp.

Of course, as a biennial this plant will be
dead once it finishes blooming around
September or October. Collect seed as
the pods develop and start them in small
pots in the fall. Transplant the seedlings in
very early spring so it can benefit from the
last seasonal rains. Be very careful…giant
blazing star has a main taproot that is
sensitive. Don’t mess with the roots or
you’re doomed! Another option is to sow
the seeds where you’d like them to come
up. Do this every year and you should
have at least one plant blooming again
each year. Again, always plant giant
blazing star in your best draining soil.
When you see the whole plant, the first
question to pop into you head will be,
“What was I thinking!” But when you get
close in and view your first giant blazing
star, you’ll remember. Beauty in our
California native flora reveals itself in many
ways, some bold, some subtle, and some
atop a smooth-stemmed, prickly-leaved,
sticky Christmas tree. 
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Volunteers Invigorate the Summer Months
by Lisa Novick
Summer may be the resting season for California native plants, but our volunteers did not follow suit! Despite the
record-setting lack of rain, there were still seeds to be collected, cleaned, and sorted, and our volunteers spent
many hours working to complete this crucial part of the Foundation’s mission.
There were also the usual, but no less critical, tasks of weeding, potting, building and grounds maintenance,
propagation, sales, and inventory control . . . tasks to which our volunteers cheerfully and diligently applied
themselves to help continue the Foundation’s remarkable transformation.
The steady flow of volunteers throughout the
summer ensured that projects were moving
forward not only on “First Saturdays,” but
throughout each week and month. We applaud
our volunteers for committing their time and
effort toward a myriad of tasks, and while some
tasks might seem more glamorous than others, we
would like to emphasize that all the work is vital
and that it all contributes to furthering the capacity
and potential of the nursery and Foundation.
So, we extend an enormous THANK YOU to our
volunteers for their passion, enthusiasm, time,
problem-solving skills, and hard physical labor over
the sweltering summer months to help perpetuate
the legacy of Theodore Payne and promote
California native plants. See the facing page for the
many projects our volunteers have accomplished
this summer. We are indebted to you!

introducing

Lisa Novick
has just joined
the Theodore
Payne Foundation as our
new Volunteer and Outreach Coordinator. Lisa comes to us with
a background in teaching (K–8) and writing. At work on a book
for eight-to-fourteen-year-olds that involves (what else?) native
plants and restoration ecology, she hopes to bring the topic
of native plants into every elementary classroom in the State.
Lisa is delighted to be working with everyone associated with
Theodore Payne—their knowledge, dedication, and enthusiasm
are an inspiration—and asks that you contact her at lisa@
theodorepayne.org with any outreach or volunteer ideas you
might have. Welcome, Lisa!

Lisa Novick
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We are always looking for native plant enthusiasts
for our “First Saturday” gardening projects, which
start up again on November 3 and continue every
first Saturday of the month through June. Join us
as we plant, prune, rake, weed, and do all the other
things needed to help improve the gardens. This
is a great opportunity to learn about native plant
gardening and meet other awesome native plant
gardeners. We provide the tools and refreshments.
Last, but definitely not least, please e-mail me at
lisa@theodorepayne.org if you would like to begin
working with our fabulous group of volunteers.
Here at Theodore Payne, there is comraderie
through shared purpose and a plethora of work
to be done. We would love to welcome new
volunteers to our mission of making native plants
available to the public and to spreading the
word about the beauty, economy, and ecological
necessity of natives. The work of our Nursery
and Foundation is of the most valuable kind—
meaningful work that persists. 

celebrating ourvolunteers

Accomplishments and Thank-Yous
Building Projects
Edward Condit, Brendan Kelly, Cyndie Kelly, and
the volunteers from Village Christian School
and Boy Scout Troop 101, Verdugo Hills Council.
And endless thanks as always to our fearless
leader, board president John Wickham. John is
in charge of our “First Saturdays” project, as well
as the archive project—just to name two of his
many energetic contributions.

Office
Crystal Quezada, Steve Hartman, Ollie La Plant,
and Nate West

Grounds Maintenance
Nancy Balet, Jakub Gawronski, Joe Grant,
Randal Hom, Lisa Novick, Crystal Quezada,
Antonia Warner, Fanny Wollman, and the
volunteers from Tierra del Sol

Sales Yard
Roxanne Correa, Janice Kuch, Rocky Moss, and
Sandra Tung

Library
Barbara Booth, Janice Kuch, Randal Hom, and
Diana Zelaya. We would like to extend an extra
special thanks to Barbara for creating the
Theodore Payne Foundation Book Collection
Database. Barbara completed the gargantuan
job of cataloging, organizing, and entering
all the books in the Foundation’s collection
using Microsoft Access and Library of Congress
Cataloging-In-Publication Data for each book.
The database’s component parts now include
the “Books” file, where full information for
each book is entered and maintained, and
separate “Author,” “Topics,” and “Place Name”
authority files. Thank you, Barbara, for your
thoroughness, precision, organization, and
patience in producing such an important and
useful resource, as well as for your ongoing
commitment to keeping the database current
as new titles are added to the collection.

Propagation
Mary Brooks, Gemma Burgos, Judy Cammer,
Roxanne Correa, Jakub Gawronski, Milan Jani,
Jeanne McConnell, Rocky Moss, Andrew Peck,
and Nate West

Seed Room
Judy Cammer, Jakub Gawronski, Randal Hom,
Greg Maltby, Jeanne McConnell, and Julie
Takayama

Web Site
Ken and Rhonda Gilliland are continually
working to promote the visibility and reach
of Theodore Payne, whether through the
participation of “Quail Hollow” in the 2007
Garden Tour, or through the creation and
maintenance of our splendidly informative and
beautiful Web site, www.theodorepayne.org.
Thank you to Ken and Rhonda—a pair of native
plant angels if ever there were some!
Ideas and Support
And, as always, thank you to Keith Malone
for being an ever-present benefactor, from
providing publicity to keeping us up-to-date
on natives in the news, to anticipating potential
needs of the Foundation and always being
available with ideas and support. Thank you,
Keith!
Board Members
Our board members also deserve a round of
hefty applause for their hands-on guidance
of the Foundation and their dedication to
realizing its immediate- and long-term goals.
Thank you, board members, for all you do!

Greg concentrates on labeling seed packets
in the Seed Room

Contact Us
If you have volunteered over the summer and
were not listed among our volunteers, please
e-mail Lisa Novick at lisa@theodorepayne
.org so that we can correct the inadvertent
oversight and keep an accurate record of all the
good works done by our volunteers.
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Each month we feature a different species and offer a 20% discount to members.
October

Ceanothus ‘Frosty Blue’—’Frosty Blue’ California lilac

November

Baccharis pilularis—coyote brush

December

Arctostaphylos ‘Sunset’—’Sunset’ manzanita

Please note: We reserve the right to make changes. Offer is good while supplies last—
sorry, no rain checks or holds. We may need to limit quantities. Please check our Web site
for more information on the plants listed here.
Arctostaphylos ‘Sunset”
			



M E M B E R S H I P / D O N AT I O N F O R M

Theodore Payne Foundation
for Wild Flowers and Native Plants, Inc.
                       10459 Tuxford Street, Sun Valley, CA 91352

Yes! I would like to become a member:
 $20 Student/Senior		
 $30 Regular
 $65 Friend
 $100 Supporting/Membership Org.
 $150 Hort./Prof./Bus.
 $250 Patron
 $500 Golden Poppy  $1,000 Life Member
 I would like to support the Theodore Payne Foundation by making a tax-deductible gift. (Please complete reverse side.)
Name ________________________________________

Address ______________________________________ City _____________________ State _____ Zip ____________
Phone (_____) ____________________________ E-mail address __________________________________
 My check in the amount of $ _____________, payable to Theodore Payne Foundation, is enclosed.
 Please charge $ _____________ to my  Visa  Mastercard Credit Card No: _________________________
Expiration Date: _____________ Cardholder Signature: __________________________________________________
Credit card membership orders and gifts may also be phoned in at (818) 768-1802.
Printed on recycled paper
Membership contribution and gifts are tax deductible within the limits allowed by law. 501(c)(3) EIN 95-6095398		

