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Looking Ahead to Our Next 50 Years
by Lynnette Kampe, Secretary, Board of Directors

his is shaping up to be an exciting year
for the Theodore Payne Foundation. As we
celebrate our 50th anniversary, we can’t help but
reflect on the long-term perspective. After many
decades of habitat loss and home gardens dominated by sterile
green lawns, we feel that a tipping point has been reached.
In April, the Natural History Museum of Los Angeles County
announced it would be installing a new three-acre California
habitat garden, and the Los Angeles Community College District
hosted a presentation on sustainable design using California
native plants. Also this spring, the Foundation celebrated its
most successful Poppy Day plant sale and most extensive Native
Plant Garden Tour (plus a great thank-you party for scores of
garden hosts and docents)—with
more special events to come this
year.
Theodore Payne came to California
in 1893, and one can only imagine
the wild flowers he saw. Think of
the most beautiful natural vignettes
you have seen—California poppies
stretching into the distance or a
simple patch of sticky monkey
flowers atop a boulder—this is what
Mr. Payne must have seen 100
times over. California
has more unique
native plant species
than all of the other
continental states
combined. No wonder
he fell in love with
California’s flora and, as
a horticulturist, realized
the need to save these
native treasures.

50 years

1960-2010

In 2010, we proudly mark 50 years of
carrying on the work of Mr. Payne, serving

50 years

1960-2010

the community by growing the best native plants for the garden
and offering a place for learning and inspiration.
Our vision for the next 50 years is for natural landscapes to
become the welcoming norm for public and private gardens,
rather than the exception. For Los Angeles and all of California
to live within its water budget and stop pumping water from
distant states. For the Sacramento Bay Delta to regain its health
and ocean waters to be relieved of fertilizers and pesticides
carried by urban runoff to the sea. And, most of all, for home
gardens to become lively, sustainable personal expressions of
California’s rich natural diversity, preserved for generations to
come.
We were all inspired by the
individuality and cleverness of
the incredible gardens featured in
our 50th Anniversary Garden Tour,
and we are especially pleased by
the number of gardens designed
and certified as wildlife habitats.
Your home landscapes help
protect the vanishing wild areas
of California by inviting birds and
other creatures, blossoming with
color and fragrance, and letting
the water meter slow down.
Thank you for leading the way
and supporting the Foundation
by helping others to discover the
beauty of native plants. 

From the archives
(top to bottom):
Mr. Payne with the
Foundation’s first
president, Burnell
Yarick; volunteers
help on the
grounds; TPF board
members celebrate
Ed Peterson’s 75th
birthday under the
sycamores.

milestones

What to Do in the Garden Now

foundation

Plant During the warm months, plant desert species. Because
these plants receive summer monsoons in the wild, they will
accept the summer water needed to get them established.
Moisture-loving riparian shrubs and trees (e.g. dogwood, maple
and sycamore) can also be planted.

March 30, The Theodore
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Twenty-acre site in
Sun Valley is donated
to the Foundation by
nurseryman Eddie Merrill,
a colleague and friend of
Theodore Payne.

1969

Acquisition of adjacent
two-acre property for
Foundation offices.
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Sow Sow warm-season
grasses and slope mixes. Keep
the soil moist but not soggy as
seeds germinate and seedlings
grow.
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Buy the smallest plants available and
space them according to mature
dimensions. Small plants are easy
to transplant and establish more
readily than larger ones. Cover
bare soil between plants with
mulch.
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Certain natives, such as fremontodendron, are highly sensitive
to summer water and best planted in the fall;
consult our talented nursery staff for more
information.
'K '

Payne Foundation is
established to carry
on the work and
legacy of nurseryman
and horticulturist
Theodore Payne. The
Foundation’s first Board
of Directors includes 11 members, with
Burnell Yarick serving as President.

Achillea millefolium (common yarrow)
is easy to grow from seed and can be
used as a lawn substitute (light traffic okay).
Before sowing, remove all weeds in the area to
be planted. Level the soil, broadcast the seed, water and
wait. Seed should germinate in 7–14 days. Keep the soil moist
but not soggy; water regularly during the warm months. Yarrow
flowers attract butterflies and cut stems are great for bouquets.
Weed Hand pull or hoe summer annual weeds, including
crabgrass and spurge, before they flower and set and distribute
seed. Dig deeply to remove Bermuda grass, dandelion, filaree
and other perennial weeds with deep or tenacious roots.
Water Check soil moisture often and water only when
the top few inches are dry. New plantings require frequent
attention and regular irrigation for at least one year, until they’re
established. To encourage deep root development, soak the
original root ball and the surrounding soil.
Mulch A 3-to-4-inch layer of organic matter or decorative rock
helps retain soil moisture, moderate soil temperatures, suppress
weeds, enrich soil and beautify the garden. The best mulch is a
tree or shrub’s own leaf duff—and it’s free! To prevent disease,
keep all mulches away from stems, crowns and trunks.
Propagate Grasses Dig, divide and replant (or share)
Bouteloua spp., Muhlenbergia rigens, Sporobolus airoides and
other actively growing warm-season bunch grasses. Keep
transplanted clumps moist until established.
Relax Don’t deadhead spring-flowering annuals, perennials
and shrubs (including buckwheat and sage). Nutritious
seedheads provide sustenance for birds, which offer pleasure for
resting gardeners! 
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More Foundation history to come in future
issues of The Poppy Print! 

The Poppy Print is the membership newsletter of the Theodore Payne
Foundation for Wild Flowers and Native Plants, Inc., a nonprofit organization.
The Foundation’s mission is to promote and restore California landscapes
and habitats, to propagate and make available California native plants and
wildflowers and to educate and acquire knowledge about California flora and
natural history. The Foundation operates a nonprofit nursery where native
plants are grown and sold to the public year round. Wildflower and native
plant seeds, horticultural and botanical books and information are available
at our Sun Valley headquarters and by mail.
Theodore Payne Foundation for Wild Flowers and Native Plants., Inc.
10459 Tuxford Street, Sun Valley, CA 91352 | theodorepayne.org
Tel: (818) 768-1802 | E-mail: info@theodorepayne.org
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Upcoming Events and Classes
Classes fill quickly; please reserve early. To enroll, call (818) 768-1802. Visit our website (theodorepayne.org) for updates and for
details on our three-part California Native Plant Garden Design course. The design course is limited in size to ensure individual
attention, and spaces fill almost immediately. If you’re interested, please call to add your name to the waiting list.
Our cancellation policy: no refunds for cancellations made within seven days of the class date.

JUNE
First Saturdays
Saturday, June 5, 9:00 a.m.–noon
Join the Theodore Payne Foundation family of volunteers on the first
Saturday of each month to improve and care for our gardens. We will
clear, clean, plant, mulch, prune and do anything else to spruce up the
grounds and show how beautiful native plant gardens can be. Bring
hat, gloves, knee pads and other tools for personal use. TPF will provide
shovels, trowels, rakes, loppers, hoes, pruners and refreshments.
Changing Seasons in the Native Garden with Louise Gonzalez
Saturday, June 12, 9:00 a.m.–noon
$30 members, $40 non-members
Learn what to expect when summer arrives and your native garden
responds to longer days, months without rain and hotter temperatures.
This class, taught by TPF’s nursery manager, begins with a lecture on
how native plants function and ends with a walk through the grounds
for close examination of trees, shrubs, perennials and more. Wear
comfortable shoes, a hat and sunscreen.
California Sonoran and Mojave Desert Plants: Amazing Beauty
in a Harsh Environment with Steven L. Hartman
Saturday, June 19, 9:30–11:30 a.m.
$20 members, $30 non-members
Don’t miss this armchair tour of the Sonoran and Mojave deserts, led
by Steve Hartman, TPF board member and veteran leader of desert
field trips over the past two decades. You’ll learn about the many plant
communities and key plant species that inhabit these hot arid regions,

Visit
Us
at
the
Hollywood Farmers’ Market!
Each and every Sunday, rain or shine, you’ll find the
Theodore Payne Foundation at the Hollywood Farmers’
Market (located at Selma and Ivar) from 8:00 a.m. to 1:00
p.m., selling a delicious assortment of California native
plants and offering advice on gardening with natives.
The Hollywood Farmers’ Market is large and varied, with
superb locally grown fruit and veggies, scrumptious hot
food and great people-watching. Enjoy a morning at the
market and shop for native plants, too!
We’ll even bring plants to market for you! To request a
market delivery, contact Lili Singer at (818) 768-1802 or
lili@theodorepayne.org.
We’re located on the west side of Ivar St.,
about ten spaces north of Sunset. Look
for our white canopy with the TPF
logo and the words CALIFORNIA NATIVE
PLANTS.

experience a visual treat with colorful images of spectacular spring
and fall wild flower displays, and see examples of desert plants used
for home landscaping. Steve will also describe projects that have been
undertaken to survey and analyze desert flora, and discuss important
threats to desert ecosystems, such as fire and invasion by non-natives.
Native Plant Horticulture with Lili Singer
Saturday, June 19, 12:30–3:00 p.m.
$35 members, $45 non-members
This class offers the basics on gardening with California flora. You’ll
learn what a “native plant” is, why natives are valuable and about plant
communities, plus planting techniques, establishment, irrigation,
pruning, ongoing maintenance and where to see and buy native
plants. Recommended for beginners; required prerequisite to our threepart California Native Plant Garden Design course. Lili is a horticulturist
and garden writer and TPF’s special projects coordinator.
Look, Ma, No Lawn! with Lili Singer
Saturday, June 26, 1:30–3:30 p.m.
$35 members, $45 non-members
Are you ready to lose the lawn? We’ll explain how to take it out and
offer alternatives for the space—specifically low-care native plants that
need no fertilizer and use a fraction of the water required for turf. Lili is a
horticulturist and garden writer and TPF special projects coordinator.

JULY
Look, Ma, No Lawn! with Lili Singer
Saturday, July 17, 1:30–3:30 p.m.
$35 members, $45 non-members
For details, see June 26.
Native Plant Horticulture with Lili Singer
Saturday, July 24, noon–3:30 p.m.
$35 members, $45 non-members
For details, see June 19.

AUGUST
Native Plant Garden Maintenance with Laura Bauer
Saturday, August 7, 9:00 a.m.–1:00 p.m.
$35 members, $45 non-members
Subjects covered include watering, fertilizing, pruning, grooming,
mulching and other aspects of maintenance. You’ll also discover how
native plants respond to pruning, what we trigger with our gardening
activities, and how to develop good maintenance goals. Class is limited
to 12 participants. Laura is the owner of Bauer Fine Garden Service,
specializing in California natives and water-wise plants.
The TPF Skinny on Seeds with Kathy Parenteau
Saturday, August 7, 10:00 a.m.–noon
$20 members; $30 non-members
Learn how the Foundation handles seed: from collection to processing,
storage and documentation. A rare hands-on course with TPF’s Seed
Room sales supervisor; limited to 10 participants.
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animal report

Wildlife Observed at TPF: Monarch Butterflies
by Madena Asbell, Assistant Sales Manager
At TPF, we learn as much from our customers as they do from
us—and this was beautifully demonstrated when Connie Day,
a longtime member, brought several monarch caterpillars for
us to rear, with the hope of establishing a population on our
Sun Valley property. Day, whose Santa Monica residence is a
Certified Monarch Waystation, has been raising butterflies (and
spiders) for eight years, both at home and at The Oaks School
in Hollywood, where she teaches. She became involved with
rearing butterflies, thanks to a neighbor’s influence and her own
interest in California native plants.

Finally, on the morning of January 7, the chrysalis split open, and
a clutch of TPF staff and volunteers gazed, transfixed, as a brandnew butterfly emerged. She (yes, it was a female) took hours to
unfurl her wings, dry them in the sun and finally fly to a nearby
coast live oak. Three other chrysalises opened the next week,
and three more monarch butterflies took to the air. (To watch a
video of the first chrysalis hatching, see the link below.)
Secrets of Milkweed Monarch caterpillars feed exclusively
on milkweed (Asclepias spp.), and California is home to 14
species. Adult monarch butterflies can obtain nectar from a
variety of flowering plants, but females will only lay their eggs
on milkweed. Foraging caterpillars ingest the plant’s milky
sap, which contains alkaloids that are toxic to most animals.
But, instead of harming the larvae, these alkaloids actually
protect monarch caterpillars (and butterflies) by making them
unpalatable to predators. Our caterpillars arrived on a nonnative species, Asclepias curassavica (Brazilian milkweed), and
for several days after emerging, we saw the butterflies flitting
around the nursery, until one settled on the very same plant and
laid her eggs. On February 4, those eggs began to hatch. We

Photo: Connie Day

Miraculous Metamorphosis We received our monarch
larvae in late November and watched them devour leaf after
leaf and grow bigger each day, until, one day, one of them
disappeared inside a jade-colored chrysalis ornamented
with golden dots. As we watched and waited, a mysterious
transformation was taking place inside the chrysalis. December
came and went, along with cold temperatures and rain. Then,
shortly after the New Year, the sun came out, the weather
warmed and the chrysalis started to change…it grew dark and
translucent, and shades of orange and black became visible
from within.
transferred the tiny larvae onto our native narrow-leaf milkweed,
A. fascicularis. Regular observation ceased, and the fate of those
caterpillars is unknown.
Monarch Migration North American monarchs are divided
into two populations separated by the Rocky Mountains.
Because monarchs cannot survive extreme cold, they migrate
south in the fall. Coastal California is the winter home for all
monarchs living west of the Rockies, and adults can be seen
at several overwintering sites, including one in Goleta. All
monarchs east of the Rockies migrate to and overwinter in
Mexico.
Although the monarch butterfly is relatively long-lived, it does
not live long enough to complete its northern migration in
spring. Remarkably, adults mate, lay eggs and die, and their
offspring complete the next leg of the journey. This second
generation also reproduces and dies, and its offspring continue
the trip. It is usually the fourth generation that arrives at a
summer home they have never seen before. How they know to
get there is something that humans do not understand. 

To Learn More about Butterflies
•M
 onarch Watch’s Monarch Waystation Program, monarchwatch.org/
waystations
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Books available in the TPF bookstore:

•N
 orth American Butterfly Association, naba.org (the Los Angeles chapter is
presently inactive)

•C
 aterpillars in the Field and Garden: A Field Guide to Butterfly Caterpillars
of North America, by Thomas J. Allen, James P. Brock and Jeffrey Glassberg,
Oxford University Press, 2005

•V
 ideo by Stephanie Higgins of monarch caterpillar hatching at the
Theodore Payne Foundation, youtube.com/watch?v=DVzGaB_EppM

• Insects of the Los Angeles Basin, by Charles Hogue, Natural History
Museum of Los Angeles County, 1974

• Wildscaping (Trish and Chris Meyer), wildscaping.com

•A
 n Introduction to Southern California Butterflies, by Fred Heath with
photographs by Herbert Clarke, Mountain Press Publishing, 2005
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Creating a Butterfly Garden

When creating a butterfly sanctuary at home, you must keep
in mind that most butterfly larvae, including monarch
caterpillars, are picky eaters. Therefore, two groups of garden
plants are essential: nectar plants for adults and forage plants for
their young.

Photo © Wildscaping.com

Because butterflies cannot hover for long, they seek flowers that
serve as landing pads. Favorites include daisy-like composites
(e.g. Encelia); panicles of small flowers in large clusters (such
as Ceanothus); and flat-topped umbels (e.g. Eriogonum).
Butterflies have a keen sense of smell and appreciate
scented flowers.

For caterpillars, you’ll need plants that female butterflies
will find and lay their eggs on—specific plants that will be
eaten by their developing young. American ladies lay their
eggs on Gnaphalium; pale swallowtails use Ceanothus and
Rhamnus, some hairstreaks and blues prefer Eriogonum, and
some use Ceanothus. California sisters lay their eggs on oaks, and
monarchs use only milkweed. If you have any of these plants
in your garden, you may already have a butterfly habitat. The
next time you clean up the garden, look carefully for eggs and
chrysalises, which are well-camouflaged on plant stems. Who
knows what you might find!?
Three caveats:
• First, if using non-native larval food plants, including non-native
milkweed, be careful when purchasing from nurseries, as
plants may have been treated with pesticides that can harm or
kill your caterpillars. “Make sure you see bite marks or aphids on
the leaves,” says monarch aficionada Connie Day. (When buying
native milkweed at the Foundation, you may spot bright
orange aphids on the plants. Left uncontrolled, these “pests”
attract aphid-eating ladybugs, hover flies and other beneficial
insects.)

z
• Second, do some research before buying non-native
butterfly-garden plants and seed mixes online or in nurseries,
as some species are invasive exotics in California.

Photo: Connie Day

• Third, be aware that natural predators—such as Tachinid
flies and a protozoan parasite known as Oe (Ophryocystis
elektroscirrha)— can attack caterpillars during the pupal
(chrysalis) stage. To prevent predation, bring your caterpillars
indoors or build a screened enclosure to protect them.

—Madena Asbell
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Crazy for Seed! Discovering the Treasures of the Seed Room
by Julie McIntosh Shapiro, Curatorial Assistant, Harvard University Herbaria
Prior to my first trip to the Theodore Payne Foundation five years
ago, I received news that I had been awarded a grant to digitally
photograph several very important seed collections that
included rare and endangered species, along with a number of
Center for Plant Conservation seeds. I had just finished reading
the wonderful book, Theodore Payne in His Own Words: A Voice for
California Native Plants, and was primed to meet and talk with
Foundation staff members who worked hands-on with many of
the native plants Mr. Payne wrote about in painstaking detail. I
was in very high spirits.
Back home in Massachusetts, my position as Seed Herbarium
Image Project (SHIP) coordinator and curatorial assistant at
the Arnold Arboretum of Harvard University was to document
the seed and fruit of living plant collections, offering a new aid
for teaching seed identification—a fundamental skill in plant
propagation, hybridization and distribution. The project at the
Arnold Arboretum involved digital seed macro photography,
microscopy and plant research.
I mentioned my interest in seeds to the TPF special projects
coordinator, Lili Singer, and the conversation rapidly evolved
into a tour of and introduction to TPF’s Edward L. Peterson
Seed Room. The Seed Room sales supervisor, Kathy Parenteau,
introduced herself, and the three of us became fast friends.
As I reached the bottom of the short flight of steps to the Seed
Room, I stopped dead in my tracks and glanced around. There
were presses and bags and boxes and strainers and other
devices for retrieving, cleaning and counting seed. There were
envelopes and folders and wrappers and pouches, ready for
Kathy to begin her work of daily preparing some of California’s
most beautiful native seed for sale, and for other Foundation
projects. I felt breathless.

This cabinet held major Foundation seed collections ranging
from one-hundred-year-old seeds to those from the past
decade, seed from places like the Santa Monica Mountains and
6,500-foot elevation atop Pine Mountain in Ventura County.
Inside the glass jars were the seeds of history: a botanist’s
expedition, a friend’s return trip to the coast, a promise of a seed
on a wish list, and the means of long-term storage of genetic
diversity—a veritable message in a bottle.
On my way out of the Seed Room that day, Kathy showed me
a little glass vial. The barely legible label was inscribed with the
name Pinus monticola. Below the name were the words “F.W.
Schumacher, Sandwich, Mass. ’66.” There in my hand was native
western white pine seed from an 85-year-old seed company
near my home town, seed nearly as old as the Theodore Payne
Foundation itself. What a small world.
I love seed. I never refrain from using it
or abstain from sowing it, talking about
it, writing about it, or being astonished,
surprised, bewildered and amazed by
it.
I congratulate the Theodore Payne
Foundation on its Golden
Anniversary, and so I’m sending
out this message in a bottle:
Here’s hoping that your
future will be as bright as
the wonderful staff and
luminous seeds that grow
there. 

I peeked into the cloth sacks of three California lupine species
with their shiny, dark, mini-crescent-shaped seed. I was
incredulous when I looked into the pouches of Sequoiadendron
giganteum seed resembling small rolled oats—four or five of
them able to sit on the face of a copper penny.
But the pièce de résistance was a multi-drawer wooden cabinet,
not unlike the ones at Harvard. However, this one was special.


Photo: Emily Green

Vintage treasures of the
Seed Room: measuring spoons
once used by Theodore Payne.
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Pinus monticola (West
ern White Pine) cone.
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Volunteers: TPF‘s Powerhouse
by Lisa Novick, Outreach and Volunteer Coordinator

volunteers

In 1960, the Theodore Payne Foundation was founded by a group of volunteers—and today’s Foundation still relies on a core
of dedicated, hard-working unpaid individuals. Over the winter months of 2009 and 2010, TPF volunteers logged 425 hours—a
splendid effort for the so-called quiet season!

Among other events, our installation at the group exhibit “Actions, Conversations, and Intersections” at the Los Angeles Municipal
Art Gallery at Barnsdall Art Park was a great success. The display was especially inviting for children, as every plant sported its own
illustrated flip book of birds and butterflies attracted by that plant. Our participation would not have become a reality without the
help of our volunteers. TPF volunteers, including our volunteer Board of Directors: We are indebted to you!

Barnsdall Exhibit Docents Lucila
Caro, Mardi Caruso, Alyssa Dressman, Raul
Flores, Joe Grant, Joan Harrison, Kathleen
Johnson, Cristina La Com, Fredric Maupin,
Carole Missirlian, Margaret Oakley, Juan
Ornelas, Idalia Ramirez, Anita Sheridan

Jim/Zack Phelps, Crystian Rosado, Art Russo,
Dan Russo, Elizabeth Scott, Jake Scott

Photo: Joan Harrison

Barnsdall Exhibit Preparation and
Installation Mardi Caruso, Joan
Harrison, Michael Lewis Miller

Classes at G2 Gallery, Venice Nan
Dowling, Carlos Flores, Margaret Oakley,
Philip Otto
Grounds Maintenance Jakub Gawronski

Actions, Conversations, and
Intersections @ Barnsdall

First Saturdays David Bower, Mary
Decker, Dee Farnsworth, Mark Gibney, Nadia Harding, Marci
Holland, Vicki Jennings, Janica Jones, Fredric Maupin, Tricia
Mazure, Andrea Miranda, Carole Missirlian, Juan Ornelas, Anita
Sheridan, Mark Uhlmann and Mel Weiner, and members of
Burbank Cub Scout Pack 219: Priscilla d’Alberto, Hans Leier,
Juliana Leier, Theo Leier, Michael McPherson, Joel Micioni,

Hollywood Farmers’ Market Michelle
Auchterlonie, Gail Butensky, Mardi Caruso,
Toni Coombs, Helen Duncan, Carlos Flores,
Larry Gabriel, Jenny Garcia, Michael Garcia,
Kathleen Johnson, Barbara King, Loretta Leiker,
Keith Malone, April Marshburn, Iain McConnell,
So Youn McConnell, Janet McIntyre, Scott
Munroe, Margaret Oakley, Beatrice Olsen,
Philip Otto, Joya Salas, Mitzi Zack Walters
Office Toni Coombs, Loretta Leiker
Propagation Mary Brooks, Roxanne Correa,
Nancy Edwards, Lily Kerrigan, Andrew Peck

Sales Yard Edward Condit
Seed Room Mardi Caruso, Toni Coombs
South Coast Botanic Garden Plant Sale Ulysses Aban
Theodore Payne Gallery Pam Burgess, David Daniels,
Ellen Steel 

volunteer profile
In May 2008, the Foundation was fortunate to have Loretta Leiker
discover us and begin to volunteer. Since then, she has logged nearly 100 hours!
loretta leiker

Loretta spent her childhood in Van Nuys and Lancaster and though she has always enjoyed
hiking in our local mountains, gardening with native plants wasn’t on her radar. Native
plants, she thought, were “out there,” not something for “in here.” In the early 2000s, she
realized the necessity for less-water-intensive gardening and started growing succulents.
Then, in early 2008, serendipity struck: She watched a television program on gardening
with natives, learned about the Theodore Payne Foundation and became a convert.
Artemisia, manzanita and sage are among Loretta’s favorite plants. She recently relandscaped her front yard, taking out the “poor excuse for a lawn.” Now she can step
outside, take a deep breath and revel in the scents she adores. Her husband and hiking
partner, Jeff, not a gardener himself, is “more than happy to sit on our patio and compliment me on the work I’ve done.”
Loretta began volunteering in the office, and then branched out to assisting TPF special projects coordinator Lili Singer at
the Hollywood Farmers’ Market. Loretta says that volunteering is a joy and that she learns so much from questions asked by
market customers.
If Loretta had one wish, it would be for more people to embrace gardening with California natives, understand their beauty
in both aesthetic and environmental senses, and come to see the “whole picture.” Loretta’s parting thought: Spread the word
about the Foundation and native plants, so our corner of the world will be a better place.
—Lisa Novick
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lants

of the month
Each month we feature a different species and offer a 20% discount to members.
May 	Lessingia filaginifolia ‘Moss Landing’—Moss Landing California Aster (Asteraceae)
This gray-leafed groundcover grows 6”–8” high and 2’–3’ wide and sports daisy-like, lavenderpink butterfly-attracting blossoms all summer. Evergreen and easy to grow in full or part sun
(no deep shade); prefers good drainage and moderate to occasional irrigation, with extra
summer water when grown inland. Excellent in containers or spilling over a wall.

June Nassella pulchra—Purple Needlegrass (Poaceae)
Photos © Ken Gilliland

Please note: We reserve the right to make changes. Offer is good while supplies last—sorry, no rain checks or holds. We may need to limit quantities.
Please check our website for more information on the plants listed here.

Printed on recycled paper

This beautiful bunchgrass is California’s state grass. Planted alone or en masse, it adds
texture and movement to the garden—and birds adore the seed! Tolerates a range of
soils; accepts full sun or light shade. Clumps are fast-growing to 1’–3’ high and 2’ wide, with
infrequent to occasional watering; semi-deciduous.
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