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hen the Theodore Payne Foundation 
was established in 1960 to carry on the 

work of Mr. Payne, our mission directed 
that we acquire knowledge and, in turn, 

educate the public about California flora 
and natural history. Education has 
always permeated every aspect of the 
Foundation’s efforts, from classes and 
programs for adults and children to 
outreach, publications and nursery 
signage to our renowned garden tour 
and Wild Flower Hotline. We believe 
Mr. Payne would be pleased. 

Our earliest educational programs, 
as well as a speaker’s bureau, were 
arranged in the late 1960s by the 
pioneering women of the Theodore 
Payne Native Plant Guild. A popular 
lecture series was initiated in 1968, 
offering day-long symposia with 
native plant luminaries from all 
over California. The talks were 
held at Los Angeles County public 
gardens, including Descanso 
Gardens, LA Arboretum and 
South Coast Botanic Garden, and 
by 1975, some 15,000 people had 
attended nearly 100 lectures. In 
1978, we held lectures in the San 
Fernando Valley, cosponsored 
by the newly formed  
LA/Santa Monica Mountains Chapter of the California Native 
Plant Society.  

In 1971, a docent program was first proposed (more than 
100 volunteer docents assisted during our 2010 garden 
tour); and the first on-site propagation class was offered 
at TPF headquarters. The class was deemed a success and 
Foundation board minutes state this “may be the start of 
increased educational activity at TPF.” 

In the 1980s and early 1990s, field trips were offered by 
caravan and bus. Among them: Antelope Valley wildflower 
hotspots and a cluster of Eastside gardens (the “seed” for 
garden tours to come). Throughout the ‘90s and into the 21st 

century, TPF opportunities for learning continued to expand, 
along with the public’s interest in drought-tolerant plants and 
sustainable gardening. 

In 2008, our Education Center (the old caretaker’s cabin 
above the nursery) was made cozy and comfortable with new 

plumbing, roof, paint, floors 
and central air. 

These days, the Foundation 
is recognized for its year-
round educational programs 
taught by TPF staff and 
some of the best native plant 
experts in the region. The 
curriculum is broad, covering 
native plant horticulture, 
garden design, maintenance, 
irrigation, propagation, 
butterfly and bird gardens, 
photography and more. Talks 
and workshops are held most 
Saturdays at the Foundation 
and, starting last autumn, on 
weekdays, too. 

TPF outreach has recently 
exploded with staff and 
volunteers at the Hollywood 
Farmers’ Market, regional garden 

continues on p. 2
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Welcome to your Education Center!
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theodore payne foundation 
golden anniversary

saturday 
march 5

see page 5
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The Poppy Print is the membership newsletter of the Theodore Payne 
Foundation for Wild Flowers and Native Plants, Inc., a nonprofit 
organization. The Foundation’s mission is to promote and restore 
California landscapes and habitats, to propagate and make available 
California native plants and wildflowers and to educate and acquire 
knowledge about California flora and natural history. The Foundation 
operates a nonprofit nursery where native plants are grown and sold to 
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headquarters and by mail.

Theodore Payne Foundation for Wild Flowers and Native Plants., Inc.
10459 Tuxford Street, Sun Valley, CA 91352 | www.theodorepayne.org
Tel: (818) 768-1802 | E-mail: info@theodorepayne.org

 Executive Director: Lynnette Kampe
 Office Manager/Bookkeeper: Margaret Robison

 Seed Room Manager: Genevieve Arnold
   Nursery Manager: Madena Asbell
   Nursery Production:   Tim Becker (Manager), Francisco  

Rosales (Foreman), Elmer Luna,  
Antonio Velasquez

 Nursery Sales:  Marie Massa (Assistant Manager),  
Edward Condit, Anna Lopez

 Office Assistant: Kris Greblo
 Programs: Lisa Novick, Lili Singer
 Outreach and Volunteer Coordinator: Lisa Novick
 Special Projects Coordinator/Newsletter Editor: Lili Singer
 Newsletter Design: Acorn Publishing

 Cassy Aoyagi, President
 Jerry Schneider, Vice President
 Steve Hartman, Treasurer
 Stephanie Wilson Blanc
 Pamela Burgess
 Snowdy Dodson
 Daniel Fink, M.D.
 Liz Johnson
 Janica Jones
 Deborah Wittwer

STAFF

BOARD

Education Programs Thriving
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shows, and Earth Day and other environmental events. 
Youth education has also soared. Since 2007, thousands of 
Los Angeles–area school children have been enriched by 
California science and social science standards-based classes 
in leaf adaptations, plant-animal relationships and indigenous 
uses of native plants—held on their campuses and at the 
Foundation. 

Clearly, the future of California is bright, especially when 
placed in the hands and minds of eager-to-learn children. 

And the Foundation will continue to fulfill its important 
mission to educate gardeners of all ages and, in the process, 
help to preserve and promote our unique and fabulous  
native flora. 

thank you

We’re deeply grateful to TPF member Don Moss 
(pictured above with Lynnette Kampe, TPF executive 
director, and Quincy French, our neighbor dog 
and official greeter) for underwriting signage on 
the Foundation’s van. Thanks to Don’s incredible 
generosity, the van—used for outreach events 
and our weekly stint at the Hollywood Farmers’ 
Market—now sports the beautiful TPF poppy logo 
in bright orange and green, the slogan “Discover the 
beauty of California native plants,” and, of course, 
information on what we offer and how to find us! 
You’re the best, Don! 

TPF volunteer Kathy Sturdevant helps spread the word about native 
plants at the Girl Scout Family Science Festival, held in October at Caltech.

IN ThE art gallery
Our winter exhibit is some-
thing special, featuring 
vintage Theodore Payne 
nursery catalogs dating 
back to the early 1900s. This 
inspring show runs January 
through March 2011,  
Tuesday–Saturday, 8:30 a.m–
4:30 p.m, in the Theodore 
Payne Art Gallery at Foundation 
headquarters in Sun Valley. 
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Financial Report for the Fiscal Year 
by Steve Hartman, Treasurer

foundation news

Despite a nationwide economic downturn, the Theodore 
Payne Foundation continued to increase its revenue and 
programs in the fiscal year ending June 30, 2010. Total 
revenue was $456,175 (up 2% from the previous year), and 
our total expenses were $414,003, resulting in a $42,172 
contribution to our retained earnings. The Foundation’s assets 
totaled $1,093,418.

Due to generous donors, our permanently restricted 
endowment increased to $155,500, and we received over 
$60,000 in unrestricted donations. Even our membership 
increased 2.5%! Income from our annual Garden Tour and 
regular classes totaled nearly $80,000 (up 22%). Plant sales 
increased a modest 1.8%, bookstore sales decreased 5%, and 
seed sales held steady.

Regarding our functional expenses, 64% is spent on programs 
and education, 13% on nursery (not including labor), 1% on 
fundraising, and 22% on management and administrative.

Having spent tens of thousands of dollars on modernizing 
the facilities, we now offer a comfortable, well-equipped 
Education Center that also houses our nursery staff offices; 
and a much-improved main office and bookstore with better 
facilities for staff and customers. The Foundation’s improved 
financial condition has allowed the hiring of a part-time 
executive director.

The Foundation’s finances are steady and improving, and with 
most of the previously deferred maintenance completed, 
energies can now be devoted to improving internal controls 
and systems. 

In order to qualify for certain grants, a financial review is 
necessary, and in the spring of 2010 a review was performed 
by Nitchman & Company, the result of which required no 
material modifications to our financial statements in order for 
them to be in conformity with generally accepted accounting 
principles. And that is a good thing. While volunteering for 
the Foundation is a hugely rewarding experience in itself,  
I want to thank all of our dedicated staff and loyal members 
and donors who continue to contribute to the ongoing 
success of this organization. 

1991 TPF publishes Gardener’s Guide to California 
Wildflowers by Kevin Connelly

Shade structure erected in East Sales Yard, 
expanding space for nursery offerings

1993 One hundred years since Theodore Payne’s 
arrival in Southern California

50 years 
1960-2010 

balance sheet as of 6/30/2010

assets

Cash  66,565 

Savings  222,685 

Investments  71,557 

Inventory  290,417 

Prepaid expenses  10,175 

Land, buildings, equipment less  
accumulated depreciation

 388,332 

Other assets  43,687 

total  1,093,418 

liabilities

Accounts payable  36,107 

Endowment  155,500 

Temporarily restricted  5,764 

Retained surplus 896,047 

total  1,093,418 

statement of income and expenses 
2009 2008

revenue

Contributions and grants 148,652 152,789

Program service revenue 79,738 66,264

Investment income 1,710 3,142

Other revenue 226,075 227,743

Total revenue 456,175 449,938

expenses

Salaries, other compensation,  
employee benefits

250,140 229,642

Other expenses 163,863 151,227

Total expenses 414,003 380,869

net assets or fund balances

Revenue less expenses 42,172 69,069

Total assets at end of year 1,093,418 1,019,584

Total liabilities at end of year 36,107 30,869

Net assets/fund balances at end of year 1,057,311 988,715

1996 We’ve got e-mail!

1999 Website at www.theodorepayne.org matures to 
include plant library, photos and more!

Inaugural Fall Festival—then and now, our 
biggest plant sale of the year

foundationmilestones
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january

new! Thursday Bird Walks  
with Ken Gilliland
Thursday, January 6,  
8:00–10:00 a.m.
Free; no reservations required 
Join a passionate local birder 
for an easy morning ramble 
on the Foundation’s beautiful 
canyon land, where more 
than 50 different species 
of birds have been seen. 
Bring your own binoculars. 
Ken is an accomplished 
birdwatcher and avian 
artist (and TPF webmaster). 
This class repeats the first 
Thursday of each month.

First Saturdays 
Saturday, January 8, 9:00 a.m.–noon 
Moved this month only to the second Saturday. Join the Theodore 
Payne Foundation family of volunteers to improve and care for 
our gardens. We will clear, clean, plant, mulch, prune and do other 
tasks to spruce up the grounds and show how beautiful native 
plant gardens can be. Bring hat, gloves, knee pads and other tools 
for personal use. TPF will provide shovels, trowels, rakes, loppers, 
hoes, pruners and refreshments. 

Native Plant Horticulture with Lili Singer 
Saturday, January 8, 9:00 a.m.–1:00 p.m.  
$40 members, $50 non-members 
This class offers the basics on gardening with California flora. 
You’ll learn what a native plant is, why natives are valuable and 
about plant communities, planting techniques, establishment, 
irrigation, pruning and maintenance. Recommended for 
beginners; required prerequisite for our three-part California 
Native Plant Garden Design course. Lili is a horticulturist and 
garden writer and TPF’s special projects coordinator. 

Easy Native Plants for the Garden with Orchid Black 
Saturday, January 8, 1:30–3:30 p.m. 
$20 members, $30 non-members
Presenting a fabulous palette of bulletproof species and 
cultivars—plants that thrive in a wide range of garden situations. 
A great session for beginners and experienced gardeners!  Orchid 
is a native garden designer (nativesanctuary.wordpress.com) and 
board member of the California Native Plant Society. 

How to Keep Them Alive with Barbara Eisenstein
Saturday, January 15, 1:30–3:30 p.m. 
$20 members, $30 non-members 
Now that you’ve got your plants, you want to know how to keep 
them alive! This class covers proper care for California natives 
during the critical establishment period, when young plants make 
the transition from nursery conditions to your home garden. 
Barbara is a native plant gardener, horticulturist, writer and blogger 
(weedingwildsuburbia.com) and a research associate at Rancho 
Santa Ana Botanic Garden. 

Native Plant Garden Maintenance with Sabine Hoppner
Saturday, January 22, 9:00 a.m.–1:00 p.m. 
$35 members, $45 non-members
Subjects covered include watering, fertilizing (or not), pruning, 
grooming, mulching and other aspects of garden maintenance. 
You’ll also discover how native plants respond to pruning cuts (good 
and bad), what we trigger with our gardening activities, and how to 
develop good maintenance goals. Class is limited to 12 participants. 
Sabine, a former TPF nursery staffer, is the owner of Water’s Edge 
Gardening, a specialty maintenance firm. 

d E s I g N f u N da m E N Ta l s f o R N aT I v E p l a N T g a R d E N s

Assessing Your Site with Anna Armstrong & Richard Walker
Saturday, January 22, 1:30–3:30 p.m. 
$20 members, $30 non-members
This class will give you the know-how to observe and analyze your 
site and evaluate what you can modify—and what you can’t. We‘ll 
discuss topography and drainage patterns, sun/shade conditions, 
soils, views, noise, existing trees and plants, climate zones and 
microclimates, winds, effects of buildings and hardscape, and more. 
Bring location photos, and, if possible, a plan, tract map, or plan view 
sketch of your property. Anna and Richard are CA-licensed landscape 
architects with extensive experience in planning, designing and 
supervising successful landscape projects.    

Container Gardening with Native Plants with Steve Gerischer
Saturday, January 29, 10:00 a.m.–noon
$25 members, $35 non-members
Container gardens are beautiful, versatile and can enhance any 
garden, from small balcony to large-scale landscape. Potted native 
plants also provide habitat for birds, butterflies and other welcome 
wildlife. Steve divides his time between creating award-winning 
landscapes with his company, Larkspur Garden Design, and lecturing 
on gardening in Southern California. 

february

new! Thursday Bird Walks with Ken Gilliland
Thursday, February 3, 8:00–10:00 a.m.
For details, see January 6. 

winter events and classes 
Winter offerings include new (free!) bird walks, inspiring lectures and, as always, our native plant horticulture and maintenance 
courses. Classes fill quickly—reserve your spaces early! And be sure to hold three dates in March for our 50th anniversary gala, a 
fabulous free lecture at the LA Arboretum & Botanic Garden, and Poppy Day, our spring celebration and plant sale—details below!  

For class registration, call (818) 768-1802. Visit our website (theodorepayne.org) for class updates and details on our three-part 
California Native Plant Garden Design course. The design course is limited in size to ensure individual attention, and spaces fill 
almost immediately. If you’re interested, please call to add your name to the waiting list. 

Our cancellation policy: no refunds for cancellations made within seven days of the class date. 

Cooper’s hawk, one of 50 species  
of birds sighted at TPF.  
Photo © Ken Gilliland
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First Saturdays 
Saturday, February 5, 9:00 a.m.–noon
For details, see January 8.

Native Plant Horticulture with Lili Singer
Saturday, February 5, 11:00 a.m.–3:00 p.m. 
$40 members, $50 non-members 
For details, see January 8.  

Hypertufa Pot Workshop with Steve Gerischer
Saturday, February 12, 10:00 a.m.–noon 
$25 members, $35 non-members
A super-fun, hands-on, messy activity for grown-ups! Use cement, 
perlite and coir to make a relatively lightweight container that 
resembles a time-weathered stone trough. Wear old clothes and 
shoes. All materials provided. For instructor bio, see January 29.

d E s I g N f u N da m E N Ta l s f o R N aT I v E p l a N T g a R d E N s

Low-Impact Design for Homeowners with Sarah Peterson 
Saturday, February 12, 1:30–3:30 p.m.
$20 members, $30 non-members
This class covers concepts of Low Impact Design (LID) and 
stormwater management strategies that can improve the quality 
of natural waterways and let you utilize valuable rain and irrigation 
water that fall on your property. We’ll look at residential scale 
solutions and good choices for your native plant palette. Sarah is 
a landscape architect (landspaces.net) and teaches our three-part 
design course.  

d E s I g N f u N da m E N Ta l s f o R N aT I v E p l a N T g a R d E N s

Looking at Space with Amy Nettleton 
Saturday, February 19, 9:30–11:00 a.m.
$20 members, $30 non-members
Why do our spirits soar when walking through a high-canopied 
native woodland? And why does that dark, cramped space by 
the garage leave us feeling so glum? This illustrated talk reveals 
elements that define landscape space and how they interact to 
affect the physical and emotional qualities of an area. Amy is a  
CA-licensed landscape architect (elemental-landscapes.com). She 
also teaches our three-part design course. 

Let It Drip with Kimberly O’Cain 
Saturday, February 26, 1:30–3:30 p.m.
$20 members, $30 non-members
Drip irrigation—when designed and maintained correctly—can 
reduce your water use by 80%. Learn how to choose the right parts, 
perform installation and keep your system running smoothly. Kim is 
the water conservation coordinator for the City of Santa Monica.

march

new! Thursday Bird Walks with Ken Gilliland
Thursday, March 3, 8:00–10:00 a.m.
Free; no reservations required. 
For details, see January 6. 

First Saturdays 
Saturday, March 5, 9:00 a.m.–noon
For details, see January 8. 

Native Plant Garden Maintenance with Sabine Hoppner
Saturday, March 5, 9:00 a.m.–1:00 p.m. 
$35 members, $45 non-members
For details, see January 22.

saTuRday, maRch 19, 6:30–8:30 p.m.
special event and free lecture:  
the amazing lives of bees, 
wasps, and ants with author 
and entomologist eric grissell

Cosponsored by the Theodore Payne 
Foundation and the Los Angeles 
County Arboretum & Botanic Garden
Location: The Arboretum, 301 N. 
Baldwin Ave., Arcadia 91007

Beneficial insects, including pollinators, are widely appreciated 
by native plant gardeners, yet few realize that sawflies, parasitic 
wasps, hunting wasps, bees and ants (collectively called 
Hymenoptera) are among the most numerous and helpful 
insects in nature and the garden—creatures to be appreciated, 
not feared. This beautifully illustrated talk will introduce you 
to the intricate and amazing lives of Hymenoptera. A book 
signing follows. 

Eric Grissell is an entomologist and the award-winning 
author of the classic Insects and Gardens: In Pursuit of a Garden 
Ecology and the recently published Bees, Wasps, and Ants: 
The Indispensable Role of Hymenoptera in Gardens (both from 
Timber Press). Eric grew up in San Francisco, where he acquired 
the basics of gardening at an early age. He now practices 
”Darwinian Victory Gardening” in the high desert grasslands of 
southeastern Arizona. Anything that survives in his garden is 
considered a victory. Even weeds. 

The Arboretum will be open to event attendees at 5:00 p.m. 
(prior to the lecture) and will include a tour of the Arboretum’s 
Engelmann oak grove led by Jim Henrich, Arboretum curator of 
living collections. Tour begins at 5:30 p.m. sharp; tram leaves at 
5:15 p.m. (tram space is very limited—first come, first seated). 

saTuRday, maRch 26, 8:30 a.m.– 4:30  p.m.
poppy day plant sale and open house

Our annual spring plant sale with hundreds of different species 
and cultivars to choose from—plants for every corner of your 
garden! Everyone welcome and members receive 15% off 
plants, 1 gallon and up!

mark your calendars!

 gala

theodore payne foundation 
golden anniversary

descanso gardens 
la cañada flintridge

Celebrate 50 years of helping 
Californians discover the beauty 
of native plants. Join us as we 
honor the legacy of Theodore 
Payne and unveil our vision for 
the future. For details, visit our 
website, theodorepayne.org. 

saturday 
march 5



6  Poppy Print, Spring 2011

winter
Plant  Continue planting natives, as this is their time to 
root and grow! Space transplants according to mature sizes 
(indicated on TPF labels, signage and website). Though closer 
planting may look good now, young plants will 1) compete 
for light, nutrients and water; 2) crowd each other out; and 
3) never achieve their natural shapes (and you’ll eventually 
spend valuable time hacking back or removing plants and, 
thus, generating greenwaste). 

Cover the soil between plants with mulch (see below).

Do not dig in or walk on rain-drenched soil—it will compact! 
After a good rain, it may take a week for the ground to be dry 
enough to be worked. 

Sow Start spring wildflowers by the end of January. First, 
clear the area to be planted of weeds and unwanted grasses. 
Rough up the soil surface, sprinkle lightly, then sow seed 
according to directions and water gently—or sow just before 
it rains and let nature do the watering for you.  

If winter rains are light or absent, keep the soil moist (but 
not soggy) as seed germinates and seedlings become 
established. 

Holiday hint: Packets of TPF wildflower seed make wonderful 
small gifts or stocking stuffers. 

Start cool-season grasses, including Muhlenbergia rigens 
(deer grass—a stunning addition to any garden) and Nassella 
pulchra (our state grass).   

Water Supplement seasonal rains with deep irrigation (light 
showers are not sufficient for most new or established plants). 
New transplants require frequent attention and regular 
watering for at one or more years, until they’re established. To 
encourage root development, check the original root ball and 
surrounding soil; soak thoroughly when the top few inches 
are dry. 

To prevent disease and encourage deep roots, always soak 
the soil deeply—never a little bit. 

Maintain Audit sprinkler and drip systems for leaks and 
clogs. As plants mature, move drip emitters farther away 
from trunks, stems and crowns. Set automatic controllers to 
manual and operate only as needed. 

Weed Hoe or hand-pull cool-season annual invaders when 
they’re young, before they set and distribute seed. Remove 
deep-rooted perennials carefully and thoroughly. 

Mulch Cover the soil between plants with 3”–4” of organic 
matter (leaves, bark, wood fibers—including a plant’s own 
leaf litter and other materials from your garden) or decorative 
rock or gravel. A thick layer of mulch helps retain soil 
moisture, moderate soil temperatures, suppress weeds and 
beautify the garden. To prevent disease, keep all mulches 
away from stems, crowns and trunks. 

As needed, renew old mulches to a depth of 3”–4”. 

Prune and Cut Back For holiday décor, harvest branches of 
fragrant Calocedrus decurrens (incense cedar) and berry-laden 
Heteromeles arbutifolia (toyon, aka California holly)—or add 
these plants to your garden for future harvests. 

Prune, trim and train winter-dormant  
trees, including Acer, Amelanchier,  
Betula and Sambucus. Prune winter- 
deciduous oaks, if needed. For optimum tree  
health, remove no more than 15% of the canopy. 

Remove old canes on Rosa californica  
(wear gloves and long sleeves—this  
rose has thorns!) and Berberis spp. 

Shear Epilobium (Zauschneria) to 2 or 3  
inches, taking care to avoid new sprouting  
growth. (The cultivars ‘Catalina’  
and Route 66’ do not need  
annual shearing.)  

Propagate Dig and divide:  
clumping perennials (e.g., Sisyrinchium,  
Heuchera, Achillea) and cool-season  
grasses and grass-like plants (e.g.  
Calamagrostis, Festuca,  
Leymus, Melica,  
Muhlenbergia, Nassella, Carex  
and Juncus). Each division  
should have a good root ball.  
Replant as quickly as possible— 
and share your extras! 

winter garden care

What to Do in the Garden Now 

 
 

It’s time to dig and 
divide clumping 

perennials such as 
Achillea millefolium 

(yarrow). Illustration  
© Mimi Kamp

Only $20 per person  

for both days

Gift certificates are available now for tickets to the
 8Th aNNual ThEodoRE payNE fouNdaTIoN  

NaTIvE plaNT gaRdEN TouR
 Saturday–Sunday, April 9–10, 2011

Available at store.theodorepayne.org

Great gift idea!
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tpf community

Jerry Schneider, Vice-President Jerry is a landscape design consultant and a 
committed advocate for environmental causes. He’s been a part of the TPF family since 
1972, when he became a member; he’s been on our board since 2004. In addition 
to holding a master’s degree in landscape architecture, Jerry has four decades of 
experience as a civil engineer—which saved the day when he led the campaign to 
solve the erosion of our access roads, oversaw the paving of the lower driveway, and 
spearheaded the installation of the rain gardens in the sales yard. (Thanks, Jerry!) 

Steve Hartman, Treasurer Steve has brought to our board a unique combination of 
financial know-how and native plant zeal since 2004. By day, he’s chief financial officer 
for Stanley-Lawrence Co., a real estate firm; by night (and weekend), he’s head of 
Hartman Multimedia, which develops nature-based interactive information systems, 
such as iPhone apps. As if that all that weren’t enough, he’s also treasurer for the 
California Native Plant Society! Notable accomplishment: as a member of the steering 
committee for the Sepulveda Dam Basin, Steve advised the Army Corps of Engineers 
and the City of L.A on revegetation control for over 2,000 acres. 

Stephanie Wilson Blanc Stephanie is an independent garden designer who 
specializes in native plants and habitat restoration, as well as sustainable practices 
and rainwater harvesting techniques—such as swales and percolation pits. (What’s 
a swale? Come to one of our gardening classes and find out!) Have you visited the 
Pleistocene garden at the Page Museum? That’s Stephanie’s work, too. Stephanie 
lives near Temescal Canyon, where she enjoys the wildlife sustained by native plants, 
including a resident family of deer and a flock of band-tailed pigeons. She’s been on 
our board since 2005. 

Daniel Fink A medical doctor who also holds MBA from the Wharton School, Daniel 
is a faculty physician at Cedars-Sinai Medical Center. Dan’s love of gardening began 
when he first experienced the mild coastal California climate, so different from the 
extremes of summer and winter he grew up with in New Jersey. Something was 
always in bloom! He got the native plant bug eight years go, when he took out his 
lawn and installed native plants. His water bill decreased dramatically, and he “saw the 
light.” He joined the board soon thereafter, in 2005.

Liz Johnson Few of us know L.A. as well as Liz, who’s been a realtor in the northeast 
part of our city for over 30 years. She loves introducing excited new home buyers to 
the beauty and water-wisdom of California native plants. Liz studied sociology at Cal 
State L.A. and has been a board member since 2008. An avid gardener, she can often 
be found working her hillside of native plants and digging into community plantings 
and clean-ups in her neighborhood. Her other hobbies including traveling and 
spoiling her three grandkids—future native plant gardeners, we hope!

In the Fall 2010 issue of The Poppy Print, we introduced our new board president and four new board members. Here we 
showcase our board’s veteran members, each of whom adds unique expertise and great dedication to the Foundation and 
its mission. 

Meet Your Continuing Board Members 
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animal report

Being diurnal, it is easy for humans to forget that our gardens 
are open to wildlife around the clock. And no sooner have 
we fallen asleep than the creatures of the night emerge. In 
the Theodore Payne Nursery, we see evidence of nocturnal 
mischief: an overturned birdbath (thirsty raccoon?) and 
pockets of upturned soil (skunk in search of grubs?). Observe 
your garden in the evening hours and you, too, may notice 
some quieter, less conspicuous nighttime visitors—moths. 

Unlike the charismatic butterfly, the lowly moth is often 
unappreciated, if not despised. It is true, clothes and pantry 
moths can do a lot of damage inside our closets and 
cupboards. But many moths in our gardens, including the 
white-lined sphinx moth, are important pollinators that 
deserve recognition for work they do on the night shift.

Hyles lineata (white-lined sphinx moth) is medium-sized (2″–
3″ wingspan) and often seen around dusk and dawn. It visits 
tubular flowers, such as those of sage and penstemon. Unlike 
most moths, this species feeds while hovering at flowers, 
much the same as a hummingbird. This behavior and its size 
have earned it such common names as hummingbird moth 
and hawk moth. The caterpillar of the white-lined sphinx 
moth is large, with black and green patterning and a “horn” 
on its rear end. One of its larval food plants is Epilobium spp. 
(California fuchsia). Although related and somewhat similar 
in appearance to Manduca sexta (tobacco hornworm), the 
two should not be confused, as the white-lined sphinx moth 
caterpillar poses no threat to your veggies.

Yucca moths (insect family Prodoxidae) are fascinating 
examples of plant-animal interdependence. The relatively 
small (less than 1″ wingspan) species Tegeticula maculata 
visits only Yucca whipplei (chaparral yucca), whose flowers 
produce sticky pollen that only a female yucca moth can 
gather. Her specially adapted mouth allows her to form the 
pollen into a ball, which she then pushes into the stigma of 
the next yucca flower she visits. While inside the blossom, 
she lays eggs within the flower’s ovary. As the moth larvae 
develop, they devour some of the developing seed, leaving 
the rest to mature normally. This symbiotic relationship, 
known as mutualism, benefits both the plant and the moth, 
and is essential to the survival of both species. 

If you still think that moths are dull, you have yet to encounter 
the Hyalophora euryalus (ceanothus silk moth). This giant 
night-flyer is most common in our foothill communities and 
places where ceanothus grows wild. With a wingspan of up 
to five inches, it is sure to get attention, and its orange-brown 
color and unique comma-like markings make this species of 
southern California’s most beautiful moths.

I would be remiss if I did not admit that some garden moths 
are less desirable than those already mentioned. Anyone 
who has grown perennial lupines in Southern California 
is probably familiar with a small but voracious caterpillar 
capable of devouring plants seemingly overnight. This is the 
larva of Uresiphita reversalis (genista moth), which feeds on 
members of the legume family (Fabaceae), including non-
native Scotch broom. And it is particularly fond of lupines. If 
you see a single genista moth caterpillar, be sure to look for 
others. They typically appear in large numbers, creating webs 
among the leaflets. As with many moths, including the sphinx 
moth, the larvae of this species eventually leave the plant to 
pupate underground.

To accommodate moths and other evening pollinators, 
certain native plants have evolved specifically for nighttime 
pollination. Have you ever wondered why one common name 
for Mirabilis is “four o’clock”? The flowers of this genus are 
open only from late afternoon until the following morning—
when pollinators are likely to find them. 

So, even though winter days may be short, the nights are 
long and there’s plenty to see in the garden. Bundle up, sit 
back and relax. Appreciate the past year’s hard work and take 
in the natural wonders of the night. 

to learn more

Insects and Gardens: In Pursuit of a Garden Ecology, Eric Grissell, 
Timber Press, 2006 t

Insects of the Los Angeles Basin, Charles L. Hogue, Natural 
History Museum of Los Angeles County, 1994 t

Moths of Western North America, Jerry A. Powell and Paula A. 
Opler, University of California Press, 2009 

t Available in the Theodore Payne bookstore

After Hours in the Garden: 
by Madena Asbell, Nursery Manager

Hyalophora euryalus 
(ceanothus silk moth)  

by Madena Asbell

Moths
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Autumn fades and the last packages of native bulbs have 
been pulled from our gift store shelves and potted up for 
sale in the nursery next spring. But they’re not the only bulbs 
on the property. The Foundation’s collection—housed in 
the Fred Smith Bulb House—now numbers 105 species and 
cultivars, with more than 5,000 individual bulbs. The vast 
majority are being grown as mother plants, to preserve our 
collection while propagating more and different bulbs to 
offer you each year. 

For the past six years, John Wickham, past board president 
and present volunteer, has single-handedly managed 
our Bulb House. When critters wreaked havoc on the 
bulbs bequeathed us by Fred Smith, a little of everything 
fortunately remained and, under John’s care, the collection 
has rebounded. John carefully rebuilt and secured the 
structure using ¼″ wire mesh on the top, bottom and sides 
to keep the bulbs safe from squirrels, other rodents and 
raccoons. And last year, he built 96 wooden bulb bins to 
accommodate our ever-expanding inventory (donating both 
his time and the supplies).

Each winter and spring, the bulbs in the Bulb House grow 
and bloom, and then go dormant by summer. Beginning in 
mid-summer, John sorts out the blooming-size bulbs and 
packages selected varieties for sale, saving parent stock and 
smaller bulblets, corms and scales for growing on.  

Flowering is allowed only briefly in the Bulb House, but no 
seeds are permitted! Flower and seed production divert 
energy from the bulbs, and pollen blows with the breeze, 
allowing unwanted hybridization. Propagation of our existing 
collection is done by division to ensure that offerings are true. 
(In the past, great bouquets of colorful bulb blossoms have 
graced our offices and store. This year, we plan to offer you 
cut blooms, so you can admire them at home.) 

John has identified and is test-growing several potential 
new selections—naturally occurring plants with exceptional 
characteristics of unusual color, size or form. Seed from a 
beautiful and unusual form of Dicholstemma capitatum (wild 
hyacinth or blue dicks) was recently collected on the nearby 
Fond Family Foundation Land. Several generations must be 
grown to ensure that the desirable characteristics bloom true. 
Patience is needed, but we’re excited nonetheless.

Though due to limited quantities, certain choice bulbs could 
not be offered this past autumn, this will not be a problem in 
the future. Since mid-summer, John has devoted nearly one 
full day per week to the Bulb House, plus time at home—
and next year, he’ll need help from someone who is careful, 
diligent and dedicated, and who will always remember to 
lock the door so that no mouse can creep in. 

nursery news

Our Growing Bulb Collection 
by Lynnette Kampe, Executive Director

what’s growing in the fred smith bulb house?

genus how many

Allium 16 species 
1 selection

Bloomeria 2 species

Brodiaea 22 species 
9 selections + 3 potential TPF 
introductions

Calochortus 14 species

Camassia 2 species

Clintonia 1 species

Dichelostemma 11 species  
6 selections + 3 potential TPF 
introductions

Lilium 5 species  
3 selections

Maianthemum 1 species

Muilla 1 species

Odontostomum 1 species

Smilacina 1 species

Triteleia 25 species  
17 selections

Triteleiopsis 1 species

Zigadenus 2 species

total in collection 105
 

Triteleia hyacinthina (wild hyacinth) by David Hofmann



10  Poppy Print, Spring 2011

barbara booth What would you do if you purchased 58 acres of backcountry 
and had only the vaguest notion about all that green stuff covering your new piece 
of heaven? If you were Barbara Booth, you would begin to seriously research native 
plants. After Barbara and her partner, Chris Murphy, purchased Rattlesnake Canyon 
Ranch in 1994, Barbara began frequenting the Theodore Payne Foundation and 
Rancho Santa Ana Botanic Garden (RSABG) to become better informed about the 
cottonwood, California lilac, oak, yucca and other natives found on the property. The 
pair became devoted students of the Southern California landscape.

After earning a degree in library sciences from UCLA in 1968 and working in the 
university library for more than a decade, Barbara became editor in chief of a legal 
publishing company. In 2006, after retiring, she spied a small notice in The Poppy Print 
for a volunteer librarian to catalog TPF’s approximately 1500 books.  

The timing was serendipitous. For someone looking to channel formidable energies, 
the TPF project fit the bill. A joyful collaboration began between Barbara and John 
Wickham, the Foundation’s recently retired board president. Over the course of 
several years, they developed a database for books in the collection. What’s more, TPF 
also received the gift of Chris’s talents: a custom computer program for the collection—what synergy! 

Anyone may now come into TPF and see Barbara’s handiwork: all of our books are now arranged by the Library of Congress 
system. The Theodore Payne Art Gallery houses a case of reference books for use by the public. And TPF staff can do a 
computer search of our entire collection by topic, place name, author, Library of Congress number and/or title. 

Each Monday and Wednesday, Barbara also volunteers at RSABG mounting native plant specimens (such as the Cercis 
occidentalis, Western redbud, she’s holding here) for their herbarium. She is also involved with the San Diego Natural History 
Museum’s “San Diego County Plant Atlas Project” and busy gathering botanical specimens from her ranch. Through her 
studies and volunteer efforts, Barbara has identified most of the plants at her ranch in San Diego County and her home in 
Los Angeles, as well. Future volunteer hours at TPF will ensure that our library project and catalog system continue running 
smoothly. We are all very grateful for Barbara’s vigor, passion and dedication from which we have so thoroughly benefitted. 
Thank you, Barbara!

volunteer profile

seed room
CHAFF

by Genevieve Arnold, Seed Room Manager

We’ve been busy in the Seed Room—processing, packaging and shipping, as well 
as helping walk-in customers during our peak seed-sowing season!  There’s still 
time to sow California native wildflowers for a colorful spring show, and the TPF 
store is well-stocked with species for sun or shade.  

Many thanks to the following people for donating seeds from their gardens  
this fall:

John Anderson: Isomeris arborea |  Madena Asbell: Penstemon spectabilis | Charles 
Budney: Clarkia unguiculata | Ken and Rhonda Gilliland:  Carpenteria californica, 

Cirsium occidentale, Delphinium cardinale, Gilia capitata, Isomeris arborea, Keckiella 
cordifolia, Malocothamnus fascicularis, Malocothamnus palmeri var. involucratus, Ribes 

aureum var. gracilimum, Thermopsis macrophylla | Kathy Glascock: Clarkia unguiculata | Kathy 
and Robert Goldberg: Quercus agrifolia | Steve Hartman: Boykinia rotundifolia, Dudleya pulverulenta  | Marilynn Hildebrandt:  
Camissonia cheiranthifolia, Clarkia unguiculata, Gilia capitata ssp. abrotanifolia, Gilia tricolor, Lupinus sp., Salvia apiana | Roger 
Klemm: Phacelia tanacetifolia  | Keith Malone:  Juglans californica var. californica, Trichostema lanatum | Marie Massa: Abutilon 
palmeri, Dudleya orcutii, Trichostema lanatum | Lisa Novick: Dudleya attenuata | Doug Pollack: Trichostema lanatum | Jerry 
Schneider: Juglans californica var. californica  | Richard Smith: Eriogonum giganteum | John Wickham:  Munzothamnus blairii, 
Penstemon heterophyllus

Thanks also to the Cherry Blossom Garden Club, Rita Harley and Emily Yarnall for stockings to capture dehiscent seeds directly 
from plants, and to Monica Griffin for seed storage jars. 
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Bulb House and Yarick Grove Restoration Projects Eagle 
Scout Alex Beebee and parents Lex Beebee and Sally Kalaghan; 
Eagle Scout Jack Hale and parents Anne Tryba and John Hale; 
and scout and family members of La Canada Troup #501: Sam 
Baldwin, Bennet Cowdin, Mark Cowdin, Coleman Cornell, Blake 
Cornell, Sam Davidson, David Deans, Ken Deans, Rob Deans, 
Carol Defond, Mark Defond, Michael Defond, Michael Glidewell, 
Bob Gordon, Martin Green, Margo Hartley, Jim Hill, Keeko 
Hill, Brock Hudnut, Ryan Kawamura, Sean Kawamura, Doug 
Kawamura, Alex Kil, Carolyn Kil, Josh Moulin, Scott Moulin, Sam 
Rayburn, Sam Reynolds, Eric Shreckengast, Mark Shreckengast, 
Chris SooHoo,  Alex Stitick, Will Van Sickle, Matthew Van Wyk, 
David Van Wick, Naima Vogt

Education Center Paint & Repair  Lynnette and Mark 
Kampe

Fall Festival  Cassy Aoyagi, Kirk Aoyagi, Yoshi Aoyagi, Anna 
Armstrong, Judy Bass, Laura Bauer,  Sima Bernstein, Orchid 
Black, Mary Brooks, Gail Butensky, Leslie Carothers-Aromaa, 
Connie Day, Dee Farnsworth, Gilda Garcia, Maya Gingery, Joe 
Grant, Nadia Harding, Joan Harrison, Marilynn Hildebrandt, Jeff 
Jamison, Liz Johnson, Janica Jones, Anne Eli Kershner, Lawrence 
Kim, Cristina LaCom, Daniel Lee, Harry Lee, Loretta Leiker, 
Kathleen Linowski, Anna Lopez, Keith Malone, Sandy Masuo, 
Fredric Maupin, Scott Munroe, Laura Noguera, Juan Ornelas, 
Marcia Paonessa, Laura Razo, Joya Salas, Gloria Schneider, Jerry 
Schneider, Janet Sedhom, Anita Sheridan, Deborah Taylor, Mark 
Uhlmann, Richard Walker, Malka Youngstein

First Saturdays  Mary Decker, Don Davis, Dee Farnsworth, 
Joe Grant, Jeff Jamison, Janica Jones, Andrea Miranda, Regina 
Miranda

Girl Scout Family Science Festival  Sue Gertson, Janet 

Sedhom, Kathy Sturdevant

Hollywood Farmers Market  Michelle Auchterlonie, Gail 
Butensky, Mardi Caruso, Niki Farsio, Carlos Flores, Larry Gabriel, 
Jenny Garcia, Kathleen Johnson, Loretta Leiker, Anna Lopez, 
Iain McConnell, Soyoun McConnell, Andrea Miranda, Margaret 
Oakley, Beatrice Olsen, Juan Ornelas, Joya Salas, Josephine 
Tataryan, Mitzi Zack Walters, Kriss Ziemer

Office  Sima Bernstein, Steve Hartman, Mark Kampe, Alberta 
Pedroja, Joya Salas

Pacific Horticulture Symposium, LA Arboretum Marilynn 
Hildebrandt, Barbara King, Iain McConnell, Margaret Oakley, 
Scott Munroe, Sue Gertson, Mark Uhlmann, Malka Younstein

Propagation  Roxanne Correa, Nancy Edwards, Andrew Peck

Seed Room  Sima Bernstein, Connie Day, Vicki Jennings, Keith 
Malone, Fredric Maupin, Joya Salas, Janet Sedhom, Deborah 
Taylor, Mark Uhlmann, Malka Youngstein

TPF Facebook Page  Keith Malone

New Volunteer Orientation  Don Davis, Josh Frank, Erin 
Dolby Gilmore, Nadia Harding, Colleen Kite, Cristina La Com, 
Loretta Leiker, Carole Missirlian, Rick Perillo, Janet Sedhom, Jeff 
Spielman, Alex Yuchongtian

Weeding  Jakub Gawronski, Kathleen Grantham

Wild Flower Hill Maintenance Edward Condit

Thanks also to our hard-working board members and our 
fabulous webmasters, Ken and Rhonda Gilliland. 

Become a TPF volunteer and you can learn while having fun! 
Contact Lisa at (818) 768-1802 or lisa@theodorepayne.org. 

It’s been another busy season of activity at the Foundation and around town! And we couldn’t have achieved as much without 
our enthusiastic volunteers who (among other things) help propagate plants, gather and sort seed, build, paint, repair, keep our 
grounds beautiful—and spread the word near and far about the wonders of gardening with native plants. We thank you all.

celebrating our volunteers
Big Projects + Big Fun! 
by Lisa Novick, Outreach and Volunteer Coordinator

Huge thanks to Eagle Scouts Alex Beebee (left), Jack Hale (right), and all those listed here for their work renovating the Bulb House and restoring Yarick Grove!
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Return Service Requested

 Each month we feature a different species and offer a 20% discount to members.

January  Euphorbia xantii— Baja Spurge (Euphorbiaceae)

This stunning semi-succulent shrub from Baja California grows to 6’ high and spreads 
by rhizomes to form a large dense clump. Thin green upright stems sport small 
drought-deciduous leaves and clusters of pretty pink flowers. Prefers fast-draining soil 
and full sun; frost tender. Uncommon yet easy to grow! 

February Yucca whipplei— Chaparral Yucca (Agavaceae)

An indomitable Southern Californian from our local mountains, where its great rosettes 
of spiny leaves and tall cream-colored inflorescences decorate the slopes. Plants reach 4’ 
by 4’ at maturity. When flowering occurs (usually within a decade), the mother plant dies, 
leaving behind offsets that can be divided and planted out. Requires good drainage and 
full sun; very drought-tolerant; cold hardy. Stunning in a large container. 

March Ribes roezlii var. cruentum ‘Dixie Glade’—Sierra Gooseberry (Grossulariaceae)

A fine barrier plant for part shade and high elevations. Low, mounding prickly branches 
offer protection for ground-nesting birds. Slow growing to 3’ high by 5’ wide. Pendant, 
dark red summer-fall flowers attract butterflies and hummingbirds. Red pea-sized 
fruit are covered with spines. Prefers fast drainage and moderate irrigation. Winter-
deciduous; excellent erosion control; hardy to 0˚F.
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Please note:  We reserve the right to make changes. Offer is good while supplies last—sorry, no rain checks or holds. We may need to limit quanti-
ties. Please check our website for more information on the plants listed here.

lantsof the   month

 gala

theodore payne foundation 
golden anniversary

saturday 
march 5

see page 5


