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I have been growing California native plants 
for eight years now but still consider myself a 

“newbie” compared to my friends at the Theodore 
Payne Foundation who really know native plants. 

But when I speak with visitors to the TPF Nursery 
or participants on the TPF Garden Tour, I realize that I have 
learned a lot in the hours spent in my garden.

People ask me: “What does it take to be a California native 
plant gardener?” I reply: “Can you dig a hole?” What else do 
you need? A bit of land or some containers, a few garden tools, 
a desire to save water while beautifying the environment, and a 
willingness to try something new. 

A bit of knowledge will help. To gather ideas, take a few of 
TPF’s wonderful classes about native plants and garden design 
and join us on our next garden tour (Spring 2012). Some 
people hire a garden designer or landscape architect, but most 
of us do it ourselves. Before selecting plants, analyze your 
soil type, sun exposure and slope. The list of “12 Easy Native 
Plants for Your Garden” (first published in the 2011 garden tour 
guide and reprinted on page 3) is a great place to start. When 
choosing plants, the staff and volunteers at the TPF Nursery are 
truly amazing in terms of their knowledge and helpful advice.

Then, avoid making the mistakes I made! Plan your hardscape 
before you plant any plants! Lay out the paths, patios, birdbaths 
or water features first. In general, design your garden with small 
plants in front, big plants in back, medium plants in the middle. 
Dig the hole, fill it with water, let the water drain, then plant the 
plant and water again. October is the best month to plant, but 
any time between then and April should be okay. Most desert 
and riparian species, as well as many shade plants, will accept 
summer planting.

Think carefully about scale. Less may be more! When the tag on 
a spindly one-gallon plant says it grows to 1’ x 6’ or 10’ x 4’ at 
maturity, believe! Having a garden where the plants look lonely 

Dan in his garden surrounded by purple sage, toyon, bush mallow, and 
other beautiful, easy-to-grow California native plants.

for a year or two until they fill in is better than ending up with a 
totally overcrowded garden, as I did. 

Fill the spaces between plants with organic or gravel mulch. I’ve 
learned that mulch is invaluable, especially to a new garden. It 
helps you save water, keeps weeds down and protects young 
roots from summer heat. 

continues on p. 2
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Becoming a Native Plant Gardener
continued from p. 1

You don’t need to go “all native,” all at once or at all. Most 
native-plant gardeners also have a few citrus trees, camellias, 
roses or water-wise plants from South Africa and other 
mediterranean climates. Many of us also have a patch of grass, 
as well. That’s okay! 

There is no such thing as an instant garden (unless you include 
rolled-out sod and a bed of non-native shrubs in full bloom). In 
fact, gardening will teach you patience and humility. Over the 
first few years, many plants will “sleep, creep and leap,” and it 
takes one or more years for plants to become established and 
fill in. 

TPF staff and resources will guide you on which plants are likely 
to do well in your garden, with its unique combination of soil, 
sun, slope and temperature—and which will never grow there, 
despite your best efforts. Watering is a learned skill. It’s often 
hard to tell if a plant looks “bad” because it needs water or 
it’s being over-watered. Be very cautious about watering in 
summer, when root systems are particularly vulnerable.

At first you must water regularly, but your water bill will 
decrease dramatically, once plants get established. I eventually 
cut my water bill in half!

In addition to saving water, you may also save time. One of 
the nice things about a native garden is that, unlike a lawn, 
it doesn’t need weekly mowing or regular feeding. There is 
always something to do in a native garden, but if one neglects 
an established garden for several weeks, it’s hard to tell the 
difference!

Most importantly, you will come to love your colorful, water-
wise native garden—a garden of California plants that belong 
here, a welcome home to bees, butterflies and birds (especially 
hummingbirds!). And, trust me, nothing equals the fragrance of 
Salvia clevelandii on a cool morning to reassure you that you 
have done the right thing by “going native.” 
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Butterflies and birds are a joy of gardening with natives. Here, a 
checkerspot alights on a native Eriogonum (buckwheat).
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8  Heteromeles arbutifolia (Toyon) — A big evergreen shrub 
or small tree with white summer flowers, followed by red 
winter berries for songbirds. This species and more than 
400 other California native plants were introduced into 
cultivation by Theodore Payne. 

9  Lavatera species and cultivars (Malva Rosa, Tree 
Mallow) — Very fast-growing shrubs with large glossy 
foliage and gorgeous pink/purple to maroon, hibiscus- 
like flowers.

10     Penstemon heterophyllus ‘Margarita BOP’ (Margarita 
BOP Foothill Penstemon) — A mat-forming perennial 
with gray-green leaves and flared, purple-blue 
blossoms.

11   Prunus ilicifolia ssp. ilicifolia (Hollyleaf Cherry) — A 
handsome sturdy shrub with shiny green foliage,  
sprays of white flowers and dark red bird-attracting  
fruit. 

12      Verbena lilacina ‘De La Mina’ (De La Mina Lilac 
Verbena) — Want color, fragrance and wildlife? This  
pretty mounding shrub offers clove-scented flowers  
that butterflies can’t resist.

1   Arctostaphylos ‘Howard McMinn’ (Howard McMinn 
Manzanita) — A dependable free-flowering shrub with 
leathery foliage, amazing bark and charming white, urn-
shaped blossoms. Expect hummers, butterflies and bees. 

2   Baccharis pilularis (Coyote Brush) — A durable shrub with 
bright green year-round foliage; dwarf cultivars are long-
lived ground covers.  

3   Calliandra californica (Red Fairy Duster) — A rounded 
beauty with finely divided foliage and nearly non-
stop bright red blossoms favored by butterflies and 
hummingbirds.

4   Ceanothus ‘Ray Hartman’ (Ray Hartman California 
Lilac) — This lush-leafed, fast-growing shrub can be trained 
as a small tree. Large clusters of small blue flowers attract 
butterflies, bees and other pollinators. 

5    Encelia californica (California Sunflower) — A really tough 
shrub that bears bright yellow daisies throughout the 
warm months. Attracts birds, bees and butterflies.

6   Eriogonum fasciculatum (California Buckwheat)  — This 
very common California native plant is a white-flowering 
butterfly magnet and also great for erosion control!

7  Galvezia speciosa (Island Bush Snapdragon, Baja Bush 
Snapdragon) — Hummingbirds flock to the lipstick-red 
flowers of these small-leafed trouble-free shrubs. Cultivars 
offer different habits and textures.

easy native plants12  t h e h ot l i s t

Some California native plants are known to thrive in a wide range of climates and  
soils, with regular or infrequent irrigation (once established). Beginning and  
experienced gardeners will appreciate the toughness, adaptability and beauty of  
these species and cultivars.

Two free-flowering easy growers: brilliant 
yellow Encelia californica (photo © 2003 
Brent Miller); striped pink Lavatera ‘Purisima’ 
(photo courtesy of Debe Loxton).
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october

First Saturday: Volunteer Day at TPF 
Saturday, October 1, 9:00 a.m.–noon 
Back from summer hiatus! Join the TPF family of volunteers to 
improve and care for our gardens. We will clear, clean, plant, 
mulch, prune and do other tasks to spruce up the grounds 
and show how beautiful native plant gardens can be. Bring 
hat, gloves, knee pads and other tools for personal use. TPF 
will provide shovels, trowels, rakes, loppers, hoes, pruners and 
refreshments. 

 Growing Spring Wildflowers from Seed with  
Genevieve Arnold

Saturday, October 1, 2:00–3:30 p.m.
$20 members, $25 non-members 
Late fall is the prime time for sowing annual native 
wildflowers—spring-blooming beauties that perform well 
in a variety of garden spaces, from open areas to borders 
and containers. Join TPF’s own Seed Program Manager for 
an introduction to easy-to-grow annuals and tips on soil 
preparation and sowing techniques. Genevieve has worked with 
California native plants and seeds for more than a decade. 

First Thursday Bird Walk with Ken Gilliland
Thursday, October 6, 8:00–10:00 a.m.
Free; no reservations required
An easy morning ramble on TPF’s beautiful canyon land, where 
more than 50 different species of birds have been seen. Bring 
your own binoculars, hat and water. Ken is an accomplished 
birdwatcher and avian artist (and TPF webmaster). 

Our biggest sale of the year offering the best selection of 
California natives in the region—save on plants and seed!

Member Days: Fri–Sat, October 7–8, 8:30 a.m.–4:30 p.m.
15% off plants, 10% off seed; non-members welcome, 
memberships available at the door

Discounts to All: Fri–Sat, October 14–15, 8:30 a.m.–4:30 p.m.
Members 15% off plants, non-members 10%; 10% off seed 

Expert advice from TPF staff and volunteers; vendors, live music 
and more! 

fall events and classes 
Autumnal offerings include the return of First Saturdays and First Thursday Bird Walks; many new  
classes—and our annual Native Plant Sale & Fall Festival with discounts to all on plants and seed,  
just in time for fall planting! 

Classes fill quickly; reserve your seats early. To register, call (818) 768-1802. 

Visit our website (theodorepayne.org) for class updates and details on our three-part California Native  
Plant Garden Design course. The design course is limited in size to ensure individual attention, and spaces  
fill almost immediately. If you’re interested, please call to add your name to the waiting list. 

Our cancellation policy: No refunds for cancellations made within seven days of the class date. 

Keeping Them Alive: Getting Plants Established with  
Barbara Eisenstein
Friday, October 21, 10:00 a.m.–noon
$25 members, $35 non-members
This class covers proper care for California natives during 
the critical establishment period, when young plants make 
the transition from nursery conditions to your home garden. 
Barbara is a South Pasadena-based native plant gardener, 
horticulturist, writer and blogger (weedingwildsuburbia.com). 

Succulent Wreath Workshop with Rick Sanchez
Saturday, October 22, 9:00 a.m.–noon
$65 members, $75 non-members (includes materials fee) 
Create your own long-lived wire-framed wreath using native 
and non-native succulents. With guidance from a pro, each 
participant will assemble a living work of art to brighten a door 
or holiday table. All materials provided. Rick is the co-founder 
of Nopalito Native Plant Nursery in Ventura (nopalitonursery.
com) and a great supporter of TPF!

Principles and Processes of Native Garden Design with  
Bob Perry 
Saturday, October 22, 1:30–3:30 p.m. 
$25 members, $35 non-members
A special program for TPF students! Learn the basics of native 
plant garden design from a visionary teacher, plantsman and 
landscape architect. Bob is professor emeritus in landscape 
architecture at Cal Poly, Pomona. He is the author of three 
invaluable reference books, including Landscape Plants for 
California Gardens (Land Design Publishing, 2010), available in 
the TPF store. Book signing follows the lecture.
 
Native Plant Horticulture with Lili Singer
Saturday, October 29, 9:00 a.m.–1:00 p.m.
$40 members, $50 non-members
The basics on gardening with California flora: the definition 
of “native plant,” why natives are valuable, about plant 
communities, plus planting techniques, establishment, 
irrigation, pruning and ongoing maintenance. Recommended 
for beginners; required prerequisite to our three-part California 
Native Plant Garden Design course. Lili is TPF’s director of 
special projects and adult education.  

Low-Impact Design for Homeowners: Managing Rain and 
Irrigation Water with Sarah Peterson
Saturday, October 29, 1:30–3:30 p.m.
$20 members, $30 non-members
This class covers concepts of Low Impact Design (LID) and 
stormwater management strategies that can improve the 

native plant sale
fall fest val&
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quality of natural waterways and let you utilize valuable rain 
and irrigation water that fall on your property. We’ll look at 
residential scale solutions: disconnecting downspouts, water 
catchment systems (cisterns to rain barrels), bioswales, rain 
gardens, dry wells, permeable paving and green roofs. Sarah is 
a CA–licensed landscape architect (landspaces.net). 

november

First Thursday Bird Walk with Ken Gilliland
Thursday, November 3, 8:00–10:00 a.m.
Free; no reservations required
For details, see October 6. 

First Saturday: Volunteer Day at TPF
Saturday, November 5, 9:00 a.m.–noon 
For details, see October 1. 

 Botanical Sculpture: A Workshop for Children (grades 
3–5) with Meriel Stern, in conjunction with the Armory 
Center for the Arts, Pasadena 

Saturday, November 5, 10:00 a.m.–noon
$10/child TPF and Armory members, $15 non-members
Students will learn to use drawing skills to make observations 
about various types of plants and their structures, and 
then interpret their observations by creating large tabletop 
sculptures using wire, plaster and paint. The class includes a 
nature walk with TPF’s Lisa Novick. Meriel is a professional artist, 
arts administrator, and a core teacher at the Armory Center. 

 Local Lepidoptera: Butterflies and Moths of the L.A. 
Region with Daniel Marlos

Saturday, November 5, 1:30–3:30 p.m.
$20 members, $25 non-members
A beautifully illustrated overview of butterflies and moths that 
frequent our gardens and wild lands. Daniel is an artist and 
photographer and the author of The Curious World of Bugs: 
The Bugman’s Guide to the Mysterious and Remarkable Lives 
of Things That Crawl. The program includes an exploration of 
Daniel’s popular website, whatsthatbug.com, and ends with a 
book signing. 

Irrigation 101 with Kimberly O’Cain
Saturday, November 12, 9:00–11:00 a.m.
$25 members, $35 non-members
What’s a drip system? What are rotary nozzles? What’s a smart 
controller? Find out the answers and other basics for choosing 
the right irrigation for your plants. Kim is the water conservation 
coordinator for the City of Santa Monica, where she develops a 
variety of creative programs and policies to help residents and 
businesses reduce their water footprint.  

Native Plant Horticulture with Lili Singer
Saturday, November 12, 11:30 a.m.–3:30 p.m.
$35 members, $45 non-members 
For details, see October 29. 

Native Plant Garden Maintenance with Sabine Hoppner
Saturday, November 26, 9:00 a.m.–1:00 p.m. 
$35 members, $45 non-members
Subjects covered include watering, fertilizing (or not), pruning, 
grooming, mulching and other aspects of garden maintenance. 
Sabine is the owner of Water’s Edge Gardening, a specialty 
maintenance firm. 

december

First Thursday Bird Walk with Ken Gilliland
Thursday, December 1, 8:00–10:00 a.m.
Free; no reservations required
For details, see October 6.

First Saturday: Volunteer Day at TPF
Saturday, December 3, 9:00 a.m.–noon
For details, see October 1. 

Propagating California Native Plants with Madena Asbell 
and Tim Becker 
Saturday, December 3, 9:00 a.m.–noon
$35 members, $45 non-members 
Discover the basics of vegetative propagation with TPF nursery 
staff! Various species of native plants will be discussed and 
started from cuttings in this hands-on session. Class is limited to 
eight participants, so early registration is advised! 

 Creating an Exciting Parkway Garden with Barbara 
Eisenstein 

Saturday, December 3, 1:30–3:30 p.m.
$20 members, $30 members
Water, mow, edge and repeat—an arduous suburban ritual too 
often practiced on the parkway (that narrow strip between the 
sidewalk and street). Learn how to change this bit of land from 
boring and wasteful to eye-catching and joyful. Class will cover 
important considerations, with examples of beautiful native-
filled parkways. For instructor bio, see October 21. 

Native Plant Horticulture with Lili Singer
Saturday, December 10, 9:00 a.m.–1:00 p.m.
$35 members, $45 non-members 
For details, see October 29. 

Gardening in the Shade: From Trade-offs to Payoffs with 
Carol Bornstein
Saturday, December 10, 1:30–3:30 p.m. 
A cool, shady spot can be either a welcome respite or a source 
of frustration, due to competition from tree roots, disease 
problems and seasonal light patterns. This class wades into 
the shadows, searches for solutions and reveals native plants 
that are tailor-made for the shade. Carol is a horticulturist, 
garden designer and writer (carolbornstein.com). For 28 years, 
she directed horticultural operations at Santa Barbara Botanic 
Garden. Carol is also co-author (with David Fross and Bart 
O’Brien) of two books: the California Native Plants for the 
Garden and just-published Re-imagining the California Lawn: 
Water-Conserving Plants, Practices, and Designs (both from 
Cachuma Press). A book signing follows the talk. 

 Inviting Wildlife into the Garden with Barbara  
Eisenstein

Saturday, December 17, 1:30–3:30 p.m. 
$25 members, $35 non-members
Learn how to cultivate an exciting, natural world in your own 
backyard—a sustainable wildlife garden populated with singing 
birds, colorful butterflies and other fascinating beneficial 
creatures, such as robber flies, lizards and spiders that are all 
part of a healthy landscape. For instructor bio, see October 21.

new!

new!

new!
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fall
It’s planting season—and what could be more fun for the native 
plant gardener than picking new plants for the landscape! Read 
on for tips on planting and other timely tasks.  

plant California natives establish more readily when planted 
in fall or winter. Before you shop, assess your site (think climate, 
soil, sunlight, wind, slopes, existing plants, etc.), then pick and 
group plants that favor those conditions. Small plants in 4” or 
1-gallon pots are easier to transplant and establish more quickly 
than larger plants. Space according to mature sizes and cover 
bare soil between plants with mulch. 

Now is the best time to plant Fremontodendron (flannel 
bush), Romneya (Matilija poppy), Arctostaphylos (manzanita) 
and Ceanothus (CA lilac). Fall is bulb-planting time, too. A 
fine assortment of garden-worthy bulbs can be ordered now 
through our e-store and will be available in the TPF bookstore 
in October. To learn more, see Wild Irises, Lilies, and Grasses: 
Gardening with California Monocots (UC Press, 2004), also 
available from TPF. 

Start annual wildflowers from seed. Create a custom palette 
of your favorites (California poppies and California bluebells 
look great together!), or go with one of Theodore Payne’s own 
spectacular wildflower mixes. Before sowing, clear the area 
of weeds and unwanted grasses. Rough up the soil surface, 
sprinkle lightly. Sow seed and water gently with a “shower” 
nozzle or sprinkler. Keep the bed moist (but not soggy) as 
seed germinates and seedlings become established. Expect a 
colorful spring display! Learn from an expert: See Events and 
Classes, page 4, for details on Growing Spring Wildflowers 
from Seed, a class taught by TPF’s Genny Arnold, Saturday, 
October 1.

Native shrubs, trees, vines, groundcovers, perennials and 
succulents can also be grown now from seed, and TPF carries a 
wide selection.

water To bring them out of summer dormancy, deep soak 
established native bulbs (e.g. Calochortus) and summer-
deciduous plants (e.g. Artemisia, Ribes, Salvia). 

Check soil moisture and water only when the top few inches 
are dry. Always water deeply—never a little bit (this only 
encourages soil-borne diseases). Multiple cycles in one day may 
be required for thorough irrigation on slopes where run-off is a 
problem. 

New plantings require frequent attention and regular irrigation 
for at least one year, until they’re established. To encourage 
root development, soak both the original root ball and 
surrounding soil thoroughly.

weed Remove winter annual weeds as they sprout. Dig deeply 
to control perennial invaders with deep spreading roots.  

prune and cut back  Prune young shrubs and trees for shape 
and structure. Remove dead, weak and crossing wood on 
established shrubs and trees. 

Come November or December, cut Romneya coulteri (Matilija 
poppy) stems down to one or two inches from the base.  

divide Divide native iris, heucheras, and other clumping 
perennials in late November and December. Replant divisions 
and water regularly until new growth appears. Share your extras 
with gardening friends.

Dig and divide cool season grasses (e.g. Festuca, Nassella, 
Leymus, Calamagrostis and Melica). Make sure each new clump 
has ample roots; water well after replanting. 

mulch A 3-to-4-inch layer of organic matter (leaves, bark and 
wood fibers, including a plant’s own natural duff), rock or gravel 
helps retain soil moisture, moderate soil temperatures, suppress 
weeds and beautify the garden. To prevent disease, keep all 
mulches away from stems, crowns and trunks. 

been a volunteer or board 
member in organizations 
ranging from the Association 
of Fundraising Professionals 
to her local school PTSA. She 
is a classical pianist active 
as a chamber musician, and 
an avid gardener, cook and 
devotee of contemporary 
architecture and design. 

Lynn enhances our hard-
working Board of Directors with great enthusiasm and many 
valuable skills. Welcome, Lynn! 

fall garden care

foundation news

What to Do in the Garden Now 

TPF is very pleased to announce the addition of a new Board 
member, Lynn Goforth, whose term began July 1. 

Lynn first encountered the Theodore Payne Foundation through 
the annual Native Plant Garden Tour and, as a result of that 
experience, fell in love with native plants. She gardens on a 
steep, boulder-strewn Pasadena hillside that she hopes to 
transform into both a native plant paradise and a work of art.  
As a member of the TPF Board, Lynn looks forward to furthering 
the Theodore Payne Foundation’s outstanding contributions to 
beauty and sustainability.

A nonprofit fundraising consultant for more than 20 years, Lynn 
has a doctorate in Cultural Anthropology from UCLA and has 

Welcome Our New Board Member, Lynn Goforth 
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Gene Bauer: The Golden Native Booklets, 1972–1974 
by Pamela Burgess, Arts Council Member 

in the art gallery

From 1972 to 1974 Gene Bauer, a San Bernardino–based 
artist, teacher and gardener, created a remarkable series of 
screen-printed booklets on California native plants. As the first 
Chairman of California Native Flora for the California Garden 
Clubs, Inc., Gene created this project in an effort to educate 
and stimulate an interest in native plants among the club's 
membership. Each month, she printed 50 to 75 limited edition 
booklets and mailed one copy to the head of each district in 
the statewide organization. There were 27 unique booklets—27 
native plants profiled in total.

“The Golden Natives,” as the series was called, are nothing 
less than extraordinary. Conceptually strong and highly creative, 
this artistic body of work remains intellectually stimulating and 
visually stunning—still fresh after 39 years. 

Each 7” x 9” journal-like booklet features a particular native 
plant and includes a beautiful hand-printed color serigraph 
(screen print) on tissue or rice paper; an informative historical 
and botanical text written in an accessible, personal manner; 
and a state map indicating the area or district where the plant is 
found. Every detail of the artist’s project was considered: Each 
booklet was enclosed in an envelope addressed with hand-
lettered calligraphy and carried a post office stamp carefully 
selected to enhance the design or contents of that issue.

There’s a tactile quality to these booklets—a collage-like effect 
created through the use of different papers, inks and colors. 
As you turn the pages, your fingers become soft and sensitive, 
discerning the weightlessness of a rice-paper serigraph. One 
must apply a gentle touch to these booklets, as one does in 
real life when cupping a flower in the hand to bring it closer. 

The complexity and artistic quality of Gene Bauer’s project 
of passion for California native plants cannot be overstated, 
especially when you consider it was created by hand without 
the advantage of today’s technology. That the booklets were 
produced to serve a horticultural and educational purpose, and 
created outside the context of a formal “art world,” make them 
all the more remarkable. 

This fall, the Theodore Payne Art Gallery is proud to present an 
exhibition of a complete set of Gene Bauer’s “Golden Natives.” 
TPF is honored and lucky to have this set in its collection. We 
do not know how many of the booklets mailed to the California 
Garden Clubs survive, and a 1997 fire at Gene Bauer’s studio 
destroyed all of the copies in the artist’s collection.

The “Golden Natives” set in the Foundation’s art collection is 
in mint condition—thanks to Joanne Page, a museum paper 
conservator and bookbinder who, as a TPF volunteer in the 
early 1980s, bound the booklets for safekeeping into archival 
books of her own design, which are themselves works of art.

This July, the Theodore Payne Arts Council located Joanne, who 
now lives in Santa Rosa, and she agreed to separate the books 
for the exhibition, and then rebind them after the show to keep 
the set intact. Theodore Payne Foundation is very lucky, indeed. 
(For more about Joanne, see Volunteer Profile, page 10.)  
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Hand-printed serigraph by Gene Bauer of Romneya coulteri (Matilija 
poppy).

reception and book signing with gene bauer

saturday, october 8, 2011 
2:30 – 4:30 p.m.

Please join the Foundation in 
welcoming Gene Bauer to the 
Theodore Payne Art Gallery 
for the opening reception of 
her exhibition and signing 
of her new book, Botanical 
Serigraphs: The Gene Bauer 
Collection, published by ESRI 
Press, Redlands, California. 

Copies of the book will be available for purchase in 
the TPF bookstore, and Gene will be delighted to 
personally sign your copy. This is a rare opportunity to 
meet the artist in the presence of her amazing work. 
See you there! 
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On a crisp morning this past June, I awoke to a menacing 
sound…the buzz of chainsaws from a tree-trimming company. 
The noise was coming from my neighbor’s house three doors 
down—a neighbor whose property has been the nesting site 
for a pair of Cooper’s hawks for longer than the 10 years he or 
I have been living on the street. Every year this mating pair has 
returned to their nest built high in a tree that I have the good 
fortune of being able to see from my back yard. They arrive in 
late winter to tend to their nest. Every spring I have watched 
as they soar over and around my house, carrying prizes back to 
the nest. Each summer I have watched their fledglings learn to 
hunt and fly in and through my garden. 

Many homeowners as well as tree-pruning crews are unaware 
of the potential impact that such tree maintenance can have on 
nesting birds. And most people don’t realize that there are laws 
that protect nesting birds from harassment, injury, displacement 
or the destruction of an active nest. One such law is known 
as the U.S. Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA) of 1918, which 
protects the vast majority of birds native to the United States, 
including hawks, doves, hummingbirds and most songbirds (it 
does not protect a handful of non-native bird species, such as 
European starlings and house finches). Be aware, however, that 
trimming trees during nesting season is not in itself a violation 
of the MBTA, but destroying an active nest or causing birds 
to abandon their nest is. In addition to the MBTA, there are 
state and municipal codes that protect birds and active nests. 
If you suspect that the law is being violated, there are several 
agencies you can contact (see below).

Fortunately, my story has a happy ending. When my neighbor 
arrived home from work that evening, I walked down and 
knocked politely on his door. I gave him some literature 
that I printed out about tree trimming and nesting birds and 
we talked about the hawks. I happily learned that he also 
appreciates the hawks and had no intention of harming them 
or frightening them off. It simply hadn’t occurred to him that 
tree work could be a problem. The adult hawks returned the 

Tree-Trimming Season: A Call to Action 

by Madena Asbell, Nursery Manager

following day and, once again, I saw heads of the nestlings 
bobbing along the edge of the nest.

when is it safe to trim trees? Tree-trimming season starts 
now! For many species, nesting season generally runs from 
March 1 through August 31. However, some birds, such as 
hummingbirds, can begin nesting as early as January. Late 
summer through early winter—when birds are not actively 
nesting—is the best time to prune most trees, not only for the 
sake of nesting birds but for the health of the trees as well. 
Pruning trees heavily during the spring can make them more 
vulnerable to insects and diseases. Certain tree species, such as 
evergreen oaks, should only be pruned during the late summer 
months. Deciduous trees should be pruned in winter while they 
are dormant and their structure is visible. Dead branches can be 
removed at any time of year. 

call to action Educate your friends, family and neighbors 
about the U.S. Migratory Bird Treaty Act. Let them know when 
the best time is to prune their trees, so they can plan ahead. 
The nests of most songbirds are small and well-camouflaged, 
so do not assume there are no nests just because you don’t see 
them. Hire a licensed company that prunes trees carefully and 
selectively. 

TPF Executive Director and certified arborist Lynnette Kampe 
points out that “a well-pruned tree should not look like it has 
been pruned, rather you should notice that it has a pleasing 
shape, looks healthy and has a little openness that lets the wind 
and light go through.” Topping, the practice of lopping off 
large branches to limit height, does irreversible damage to the 
health and structural integrity of a tree and is never appropriate. 
“Run, don’t walk,” Lynnette says, “from someone who offers to 
top your trees.” 

animal report

Anna’s hummingbird on her nest, built using plant material and 
spiderwebs attached to a tree branch. To protect our native birds, save 
tree trimming for late summer through early winter.
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U.S. Migratory Bird Treaty Act 
  fws.gov/laws/lawsdigest/migtrea.html

Tree Trimming and Birds  
  losangelesaudubon.org/tree-trimming 

-guidelines-mainmenu-155
  seaandsageaudubon.org/Conservation/ 

TreeTrimming/TreeTrimmingPacket.html

To Find a Certified Arborist 
  isa-arbor.com

To Report Bird Harassment or Destruction of Nests 
   (888) 334-2258 (California Fish and Game)
  (213) 738-2961 (L.A. County Parks and Recreation)

For Advice on Nesting Birds  
  (323) 876-0202 (L.A. Audubon)

MORE 
INFO



Poppy Print, Fall 2011      9

Collecting in the Desert 
by Tim Becker, Production Manager 

nursery news

When the late Theodore Payne practiced horticulture, collecting 
seed from the wild was acceptable, permissible and freely 
practiced amongst horticultural professionals, amateurs and 
enthusiasts alike. Unchecked seed collecting has had and still 
poses potentially devastating consequences for wild lands 
and is highly discouraged by TPF. As such, TPF has made a 
concerted effort to curb unsanctioned collecting by regulating 
and documenting seed contributions and by obtaining permits 
and research approval for our own seed collecting activities. 
Over the past few months, as part of this effort, TPF staff has 
been granted permission to venture east into the high desert, 
to a place called the Granite Mountains. 

The Granite Mountains lie 80 miles east of Barstow, CA, and 
mark the southwest corner of the Mojave National Preserve. 
The Granites range in elevation from 2,200 feet at the creosote-
covered alluvial fans, rising through piñon-juniper woodland 
to reach 6,796 feet at Granite Peak. Just east of Granite Peak 
lies a cluster of beige buildings surrounded by desert scrub. 
These are the offices and research facilities of the University 
of California’s Sweeney Granite Mountains Desert Research 
Center (GMDRC), managed by Director Jim Andre and 
Assistant Director Tasha La Doux. With a combined 40 years of 
botanical experience in California deserts, the pair has been 
a tremendous catalyst for TPF’s mission by facilitating our 
sojourns to the Eastern Mojave Desert. The GMDRC is part 
of the greater UC Natural Reserve System, and TPF staff has 
been afforded the extremely precious opportunity to study, 
collect and learn from the wealth of life within boundaries of the 
reserve.

As a floristic frontier, California’s deserts remain one of the 
state’s most unexplored regions. They support a level of 
biodiversity so great that Andre says 6 to 10% of the flora lack 
description in botanical literature. With more than 500 species 
of vascular plants, the Granite Mountains provide ample 
material for the Foundation to collect. From a mere two trips to 
the GMDRC and BLM land to the south, our staff has collected 
seeds and cuttings of 44 species, with such notable species 

Our Summer Intern: Hallie Schmidt

as Salvia funerea (Death Valley sage), Ericameria linearifolia 
(interior goldenbush), Thamnosma montana (turpentine broom), 
Salazaria mexicana (bladder sage) and Coleogyne ramosissima 
(blackbush).  

Many of these plants are not currently available from any 
nursery. Within a few years, we hope to offer a comprehensive 
and diverse selection of desert species to our members and 
customers. Follow our weekly nursery inventory (posted on our 
website, theodorepayne.org) for new offerings, add them to 
your gardens, and help us make these desert treasures a part of 
the greater Los Angeles landscape. 

Pho
to

 b
y M

ad
ena A

sb
ell

Bladder sage in the Granite Mountains. The plant gets its name from 
the papery, balloonlike sepals that surround its flowers.

This summer, the Theodore Payne Foundation was awarded a $3,000 Horticultural Internship grant 
from the venerable Southern California Horticultural Society (socalhort.org). After interviewing several 
candidates, TPF gave Hallie Schmidt the opportunity to work and learn alongside TPF staff. Hallie 
was a well-qualified applicant with a passion for California’s flora and a wide range of experience, 
from youth education at UC Santa Cruz’s Life Lab program to volunteering at farmers’ markets with 
TPF Seed Program Manager Genny Arnold.  

More of an apprenticeship than an internship, Hallie’s horticultural training at TPF was extensive  
and included irrigation, weed and disease management, record keeping, propagation, production, 
and seed collection and storage. This fall, Hallie will begin earning her degree in Public Horticulture 
from Cal Poly, San Luis Obispo, and we feel confident in sending her to campus with a strong, 
practical and nursery-based understanding of what it means to grow plants. We are very lucky and 
happy to have had Hallie as part of the TPF team and look forward to more opportunities to educate 
budding horticulturists.
                —Tim Becker
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volunteer profile

Some heroic efforts go unnoticed, forgotten and buried in the 
past, only to be rediscovered years later. Such is the case with 
the contribution of TPF volunteer Joanne Page, a fine-art paper 
conservator whose work at the Foundation in the 1980s recently 
came to light. While doing research for an article on Gene 
Bauer’s booklets (see In the Art Gallery, page 7), the Theodore 
Payne Foundation Arts Council discovered that it was Joanne 
Page who had bound the Foundation’s set into two books for 
safekeeping. And while cataloging (labeling) the TPF archives, 
we also learned that thirty years ago Joanne, quite literally, 
saved the archives of Theodore Payne.

Joanne Page began her career as a paper conservator for the 
Los Angeles County Museum of Art and later opened her own 
business specializing in the conservation of prints, original 
drawings and watercolors. Her clients include art collectors, 
rare book dealers and high-end galleries. Joanne is also is a 
dedicated gardener of California native plants.

In the early 1980s, Joanne read an article in The Poppy Print 
about a woman who had purchased an old estate and wanted 
to restore the gardens to their original design by Theodore 
Payne. During a visit to TPF to locate the plans for her garden, 
the woman discovered that the Payne archives—which 
included the plans she was searching for, Payne’s business 
correspondence, his drawings for other estates and his garden 
articles—were all packed into a closet and had never been 
properly preserved. There was water damage on many papers; 
some were stained and wrinkled. “When I read the article,” 
Joanne told me, “It shocked me into volunteering to help.”

Joanne Page 
by Pamela Burgess, Arts Council Member

For the next three years Joanne worked on the Theodore Payne 
archives in an effort to stabilize the collection. It was a long 
and tedious process. Items were cleaned (some submerged 
in baths), tears were mended and wrinkles straightened. “I 
found myself stopping to read the papers as I worked,” Joanne 
recalled. “It was fascinating and motivated me to keep going.”

Each carefully conserved piece was then placed in an archival 
folder for safekeeping. Another Arts Council revelation: Joanne 
remembered that bookseller and longtime TPF supporter 
Virginia Gardner, after hearing of the conservation effort, 
donated funds to purchase all the archival materials and folders 
needed for the project.

Asked to describe her feelings upon completion of the project, 
Joanne said: “I felt that I had made a valuable contribution, not 
only to the Foundation but to history.”

More recently, care of the archives fell into the competent 
hands of former board president John Wickham who has, for 
more than a decade, continued to conserve and maintain our 
precious archives. Today, the archives are available for research 
and study by horticulturists, graduate students and garden 
writers. In addition to valuable papers, the archives also contain 
Payne’s original seed packets, plus his tools, his eyeglasses and 
other personal items. Someday we hope to place these objects 
on permanent display.

This fall, please stop by the Gene Bauer exhibition, which 
presents her “Golden Natives” booklets, beautifully bound for 
the TPF archives by Joanne Page. 
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by Genevieve Arnold, Seed Program Manager

Fall is the optimal time to start California natives from seed. Visit our 
headquarters or our e-store (theodorepayne.org) for the region’s best selection! 

Many thanks and much appreciation for the following seed donations:

Madena Asbell: Phacelia californica | Justine Black: Lavatera assurgentiflora 
Snowdy Dodson: Achillea millefolium | Mary Fitzpatrick: Salvia apiana  | Ken 
and Rhonda Gilliland: Arabis pulchra, Berberis fremontii, Calochortus weedii 
var. intermedius, Calochortus venustus, Carpenteria californica, Ceanothus 
arboreus, Clarkia unguiculata, Comarostaphylis diversifolia, Eschscholzia 

californica, Gilia capitata, Grindelia stricta, Helenium puberulum, Keckiella 
antirrhinoides, Lupinus polyphyllus var. burkei, Monardella odoratissima, 
Oenothera hookeri, Phacelia tanacetifolia, Prunus lyonii, Ribes aureum var. aureum, 
Ribes aureum var. gracillimum, Thermopsis macrophylla ssp. egena, Zigadenus 
fremontii  | Steve Hartman: Clarkia purpurea, Clarkia unguiculata, Encelia farinosa, 
Gilia capitata, Lupinus succulentus | Lorraine Jones: Lupinus paynei | Lynnette 

Kampe: Epipactis gigantea | Roger Klemm: Heuchera maxima, Iris douglasiana, Lilium humboldtii ssp. occellatum seedlings, 
Phacelia tanacetifolia, Potentilla glandulosa, Salvia spathacea, Sisyrinchium bellum, Stachys albens | Amanda Mainzer: Lepechinia 
fragrans, Lupinus albifrons

Thanks also to the following for their donations of clean seed storage jars: Sima Bernstein, Kathryn Glascock, Scott Munroe.

Learn all about growing spring wildflowers from seed! See Events and Classes, page 4, October 1, for details. 
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AltBuild Expo, Santa Monica  Miranda Brocki, Johnathan 
Perisho, Gail Reysa, Craig Robinson, Kathy Stern, Peter Stern, 
Van Swearingen, Clara Yoshihara

Christmas in July Event, Assemblymember Holly Mitchell, 
47th District  Sima Bernstein, Jonatan Damian, Jeff Jamison, 
Milan Jani, Julie Soto, Van Swearingen 

Classes, G2 Gallery and Mountains Restoration Trust  
Miranda Brocki, Scott Munroe 

Discovery Garden  Christopher LaBorde, Sara Kea, Asher 
Silberman

Field Trips at TPF  Sima Bernstein, Hallie Schmidt, Julie Soto

First Saturday Richard Carlos, Mary Decker, Duane Ebbert, 
Dee Farnsworth, Joe Grant, Kathleen Grantham, Nadia 
Harding, Louise Olson, Chuck Petithomme, Mark Uhlmann, Ken 
Weiner, Max Weiner  

Green City Fair, TreePeople Headquarters  Sima Bernstein, 
Celeste Moore

Green Day, Pasadena Library, Linda Vista Branch Maya 
Gingery, Kathleen Grantham, Kathleen Orth, Chuck 
Petithomme, Julie Soto, Mark Uhlmann

Hollywood Farmers’ Market  Sima Bernstein, Adam Brooks, 
Richard Carlos, Mardi Caruso, Carlos Flores, Larry Gabriel, Jane 
Glicksman, Ilana Korcheck, Iain McConnell, Soyoun McConnell, 
Joya Salas, Hallie Schmidt, Robert Sullivan, Mitzi Zack Walters  

Installation of Steps in Stock Garden Eagle Scout Vaughn 
Himber and scouts and family members of Sherman Oaks Troop 
#139: Eric Bennion, Spencer Ceurvorst, Tom Ceurvorst,  Tim 
De Hart, Rich Fleming, Guy Himber, Tina Matei Himber, Jeff 
Jamison, Ted Jamison, Harrison Jennings, Hayden Jennings, 
Henry Jennings, Joyann Jennings, Nick Jennings, Ian Kanzler, 
Maxx Kanzler, Hans Leier, Matthias Leier, Theo Leier, Devon 
MacNerland, Erick Mercer, Fred Mercer, Jake Naturman, Olivia 
Naturman, Jennifer Patricio, Nathanial Patricio, Mark Platt, Dave 
Schwartz, Ken Smythe, Phillip Smythe, Wesley Smythe, Alex 
Thompson, Jason Wolfe

L.A. Cactus and Succulent Club Event, Sepulveda Garden 
Center Laurice Becker, Sima Bernstein, Larry Gabriel, Curtis 
Hill, Celeste Moore

Nursery/Sales Yard Celeste Moore, Greg Nash, Hallie 
Schmidt, Shauna Turner

Office  Sima Bernstein, Keith Malone, Asher Silberman

Propagation Mary Brooks, Roxanne Correa, Nancy Edwards, 
Andrew Peck, Julie Soto

Seed Room  Conley Day, Theres Gehri, Lynnette Kampe, 
Markus Klemm, Roger Klemm, Liz Kusak, Hallie Schmidt

Theodore Payne Art Gallery  Michael Lewis Miller

Uptown Whittier Farmers’ Market Richard Carlos, Joyce 
Ouchida

Shelves and Built-ins for Storage Loft Eagle Scout Thomas 
Han and scouts and family members of La Cañada Troop #507: 
Lucas Connelly, Chuck Hughes, Rikio Inouye, Billy Kim, Charles 
Kim, Sean Kim, Patrick Lee, Matt Romo, Wolfie Paulson, Russell 
Reed, Ryan Reed, Jonathan Stewart, Teddy Tran, Vinh Tran, 
Matthew Yu, Roy Yu 

Student Orientation Area on Wild Flower Hill Eagle Scout 
Daniel Ko, scouts and family members of La Cañada Troop 
#507: Ben Chon, Ron Connelly, Mike Devine, Daniel Fleischner, 
Richard Fleischner, Joseph Kim, Alex Ko, Justin Koo, Patrick 
Lee, Justin Lee, David Lee, Sook Lee, Sean Park, Kevin Suh, 
Matt Whitham, Steve Whitham

Weeding Anne Abramson, Darrell Barton, Kerri Barton, Steve 
Hartman, Greg Nash, Mark Uhlmann

World Environment Day, Japanese-American National 
Museum Raul Flores  

Outreach activities have eased up slightly since our wonderfully hectic spring, but we’re still active! And since receiving that 
fabulous grant from the State of California (for details, see Summer 2011 issue of The Poppy Print), our all-volunteer Board 
members are busier than ever, overseeing initial stages of the grant administration process and building partnerships with other 
Los Angeles–based environmental organizations. Thank you to all! And special thanks to Mark Uhlmann for leading the June First 
Saturday volunteer effort. Mark, we love you and your emails that make us chuckle!

celebrating our volunteers
Getting Ready for a Busy Fall! 
by Lisa Novick, Outreach and Volunteer Coordinator
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Eagle Scout Vaughn Himber with the steps he and his troop 
constructed in the Stock Garden.
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Theodore Payne Foundation
           for Wild Flowers and Native Plants, Inc.
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Return Service Requested

 Each month we feature a different species and offer a 20% discount to members.

october  Myrica californica—Pacific Wax Myrtle (Myricaceae)

This large, upright evergreen shrub or small tree grows quickly to 20–30’ high by 15–20’ 
wide. In spring, small yellowish flowers decorate the branches of dense, dark fragrant 
foliage. In his 1941 catalog, Theodore Payne wrote: “Found in canyons in the Santa 
Monica Mountains and from there northward near the coast. For foliage effect it is one of 
the most desirable of the native shrubs. It stands ordinary garden culture quite well and 
will grow well in shade.” Occasional to regular water; accepts clay soil; frost tender.

november  Lonicera hispidula var. vacillans —Calif. or Pink Honeysuckle (Caprifoliaceae) 

A favorite of Nursery Manager Madena Asbell, this fast-growing arching shrub sports pretty 
pink blossoms in spring and summer. Hummingbirds and butterflies come for the nectar; 
songbirds eat the berries (which are bitter and mildly toxic to humans). Accepts sun or 
shade; drought tolerant to regular water; tolerates clay soil; semi-deciduous; cold hardy. 

 

december Arctostaphylos morroensis ‘Hazard Canyon’—Hazard Cyn. Manzanita (Ericaceae)  

A rare manzanita from Morro Bay, San Luis Obispo County, that eventually mounds to 
6’ tall by 10–12’ wide with evergreen foliage and distinctive, peeling bronzy-orange 
bark. White to pale-pink flowers provide winter food for hummers. Drought tolerant to 
occasional watering; requires fast-draining soil. Excellent for erosion control; attractive 
container plant (we suggest a fast-draining potting soil, such as one for cactus and 
succulents).
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Please note:  We reserve the right to make changes. Offer is good while supplies last—sorry, no rain checks or holds. We may 
need to limit quantities. Please check our website for more information on the plants listed here.
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