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M embers are the invaluable backbone 
of the Theodore Payne Foundation, 

as they have nurtured our mission 
and work for more than 50 years. In 

appreciation for their support, all TPF 
members receive year-round discounts on plants and classes, 
as well as The Poppy Print, our quarterly newsletter. We’ve 
recently added more benefits to encourage members to join at 
higher levels. You’ll find details on these exciting changes on 
page 3.    

Last year, as a special benefit to our most generous supporters, 
the Foundation initiated a new program of special excursions 
to exceptional locations that sing the beauties of California. 
TPF members at the Sustaining Level and above now receive 
exclusive invitations to all-inclusive day trips featuring 
comfortable transportation, expert speakers and guides, lunch 
and snacks, and the company of knowledgeable TPF board and 
staff.

Theodore Payne members on an outing to Catalina Island in November. A new benefit for members at upper levels is the 
invitation to take part on these modestly priced educational and fun outings with fellow native plant lovers.

continues on p. 2

The TPF excursion program offers private, small-group 
opportunities for learning about native flora and fauna in the 
field, guided by experts. Travel time provides opportunities for 
participants to ask questions and make suggestions to the TPF 
leadership about the future of the Foundation and its exciting 
plans for new nature education facilities since being awarded 
$930,000 from the State of California.  

Thus far, two extraordinary journeys have been taken and both 
received rave reviews!

Our first excursion in November 2011 brought nearly two 
dozen TPF members, President Cassy Aoyagi, and staff to 
Santa Catalina Island for a day of botanical sight seeing. The 
experience was splendid in every respect: transportation 
logistics went according to plan, the ocean crossing was calm 
with dolphins playing in the wake of the boat, the Catalina 
Island Conservancy speakers were informative and inspirational, 

members  
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The Poppy Print is the membership newsletter of the Theodore Payne Foundation for Wild Flowers and Native Plants, Inc., a nonprofit 
organization. The Foundation’s mission is to promote and restore California landscapes and habitats, to propagate and make available California 
native plants and wildflowers and to educate and acquire knowledge about California flora and natural history. The Foundation operates a nonprofit 
nursery where native plants are grown and sold to the public year round. Wildflower and native plant seeds, horticultural and botanical books and 
information are available at our Sun Valley headquarters and by mail.

Theodore Payne Foundation for Wild Flowers and Native Plants., Inc. | 10459 Tuxford Street, Sun Valley, CA 91352 
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New Membership Benefit
continued from p. 1

BOARDSTAFF

and the USC Wrigley Marine Science Institute tour and 
chaparral hike elucidated the connections between the marine 
environment and the Island’s native plant life.

Ellen Kelley, the Marine Institute’s assistant director of 
education, described their research mission to our group. After 
a stop at the marine-life touch tanks, Carlos De la Rosa, then 
chief conservation and education officer for the Catalina Island 
Conservancy, delivered an engaging illustrated lecture about 
the history of the Island, from geology and botany to human 
and invasive non-native plant impacts. His talk was particularly 
instructive in relation to his experiences with balancing the 
recreational desires of tourists with the goal to protect the 
Island’s fragile ecosystems.

After lunch, the group traveled by bus to the Conservancy’s 
James H. Ackerman Native Plant Nursery at Middle Ranch. The 
road of bright orange clay snaked along the contours of the 
island, ascending through mountainous terrain and dipping for 
periodic views of the turquoise waters of Shark Bay. Peter Dixon 
and Chris Todd, nursery supervisor and nursery technician, 
respectively, discussed their propagation program and Island 
species of note. The walk-in seed refrigerator was especially 
impressive, with racks and racks of seed collected from Catalina 
locales being stored for propagation and habitat restoration.

At dusk, our gathering of invigorated island ramblers returned 
to the mainland. Shortly thereafter, preparations began at TPF 
for another excursion.

Botanical wonders! Unique geology! Wildlife! Pictographs! All 
these were experienced on our subsequent excursion in March 
2012, this time to the Carrizo Plain National Monument, a 
singular environment in southeastern San Luis Obispo County. 
Our group of 26 native plant lovers traveled by charter bus 
from TPF headquarters in Sun Valley to the Plain. There we 
were joined by tour leader and Bureau of Land Management 

continues on p. 3

Painted Rock, a sacred site to indigenous peoples and home for 
remarkable bird species, was visited on our excursion to Carrizo Plain 
National Monument. 
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botanist Denis Kearns, who took us to his favorite plant areas, 
and wildlife biologist Kathy Sharum, who shared her knowledge 
of local fauna.   

Although hoped-for wildflowers were virtually absent due to the 
lack of winter rain, our trip to this irreplaceable location—one of 
the last expanses of native grassland in the state of California—
was fabulous, nevertheless!  

We visited a kangaroo rat “precinct,” where rodent activity 
resembles crop circles, and learned that kangaroo rats feed 
on non-native grass seed, thus lowering the non-native plant 
population! At Traver Ranch, we heard about native bats, 
both ground-hunters and those that feed while flying. On our 
quarter-mile hike to Painted Rock, a sacred site to indigenous 
peoples and home to a remarkable number of bird species, we 
saw swallows and a resident barn owl, in addition to plentiful 
rabbits and ground squirrels. Throughout the day, the song of 
meadowlarks was ever-present.

More semi-annual day excursions to remarkable Southern 
California locales are being planned and will be announced 
soon. Each trip is carefully arranged with the interests and 
comfort of our members in mind. A requested donation for 
each trip helps meet expenses and ensures that all travelers’ 
needs are met.

We hope to you will join us on future excursions. Thank you for 
helping the Foundation succeed—we are looking forward to 
the next fifty years! 

Members Head into the Wild
continued from p. 2

membership levels

TPF members are crucial to the health and growth of our 
organization. Memberships help sustain our mission to 
preserve California’s natural heritage, gather knowledge 
about our native flora, educate the community and make 
native plants available to gardeners. Please consider 
raising your level of membership—and thanks to all for 
your ongoing support!

regular $30 | student/senior (60 and up) $20

10% discount on plants, up to 25% discount on classes, 
and The Poppy Print, our quarterly newsletter

contributing $65  

All of the above, plus a TPF Canvas Tote

supporting $100

All of the above, plus a copy of A Gardener’s Guide to 
California Wildflowers by Kevin Connelly

sustaining $250

All of the above, plus exclusive invitations to special 
events

president’s circle $1,000

All of the above, plus a behind-the-scenes tour of the 
Foundation and two tickets to our annual Theodore 
Payne Native Plant Garden Tour

founder’s circle $5,000

All of the above, plus exclusive invitations to VIP events 
and four tickets to our annual Theodore Payne Native 
Plant Garden Tour join   us

Invigorated TPF members gather around Painted Rock, Carrizo Plain National Monument. 
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may

Look, Ma, No Lawn! with Lili Singer
Saturday, May 19, 1:00 –3:30 p.m.
$30 members, $40 non-members
Are you ready to lose the lawn? We’ll explain how to take it out 
and offer alternatives for the space – specifically low-care native 
plants that need no fertilizer and use a fraction of the water 
required for turf. Lili is a horticulturist and garden writer, and 
TPF’s special projects and adult education coordinator.

Native Plant Horticulture with Lili Singer
Saturday, May 26, 9:00 a.m.–1:00 p.m.
$40 members, $50 non-members
The basics on gardening with California flora: the definition 
of a “native” plant, why natives are valuable, about plant 
communities, planting techniques and establishment, and 
overviews of irrigation, pruning and ongoing maintenance. 
Recommended for beginners; required prerequisite to our 
three-part Native Plant Garden Design course. For instructor 
bio, see May 19.

Container Gardening with Native Plants with Steve  
Gerischer
Saturday, May 26, 1:30 –3:30 p.m.
$25 members, $35 non-members
Container gardens filled with native plants are beautiful, 
versatile and can enhance any garden—and also provide 
habitat for birds, butterflies and other welcome wildlife. Steve 
divides his time between creating award-winning landscapes 
with his company, Larkspur Garden Design, and lecturing 
on a wide variety of topics relating to gardening in Southern 
California.

june

First Saturday: Volunteer Day at TPF
Saturday, June 2, 9:00 a.m.–noon
Join the Theodore Payne Foundation family of volunteers to 
improve and care for our gardens. Bring hat, gloves, knee pads 
and, especially, your own clippers. TPF will provide shovels, 
trowels, rakes, loppers, hoes and refreshments.

new! Enhancing Aesthetic Appeal: Design and Maintenance 
Tips with Carol Bornstein
Saturday, June 2, 1:30 –3:30 p.m.
$25 members, $35 non-members
Achieving long-lasting beauty in any garden requires thoughtful 
design and informed care. This presentation by one of the 
region’s most respected native plant specialists offers design 
and maintenance suggestions to improve and ensure the 
aesthetic appeal of your native garden. Carol is co-author of 
California Native Plants for the Garden and Reimagining the 

spring events and classes 

California Lawn. Former horticulturist (for 28 years) at the Santa 
Barbara Botanic Garden, she is now Director, North Campus 
Gardens at the Natural History Museum of Los Angeles County.

First Thursday Bird Walk with Ken Gilliland
Thursday, June 7, 8:00 –10:00 a.m.
Free; no reservations required.
Enjoy an easy morning ramble on TPF’s canyon land, where 
more than 50 different species of birds have been seen. Bring 
binoculars, hat and water. Ken is an accomplished birdwatcher 
and avian artist (empken.com).

new! Monoprint Printmaking Workshop with Laura  
Stickney
Saturday, June 9, 1:30 –3:30 p.m.
$20 members, $30 non-members
Create dazzling monoprints inspired by textures and colors of 
the Theodore Payne Foundation landscape. Use an etching 
press, water-based inks and pastels to print “found” and drawn 
natural shapes. Learn colorful inking and printing techniques, 
work with beautiful, fine art quality papers to create one-of-a-
kind works of art. Laura is a visual artist and poet—and TPF’s 
2012 Artist in Residence. She makes etchings, artist’s books and 
paintings. She taught and coordinated art classes and programs 
for many years at the Junior Arts Center in Barnsdall Art Park 
and continues to teach etching and parent/child art workshops 
in her community. Limit: 12.

Propagating California Native Plants with Madena Asbell 
and Tim Becker
Saturday, June 16, 9:00 a.m.–noon
$35 members, $45 non-members
Learn basic skills of vegetative propagation with TPF nursery 
staff! Various species of native plants will be discussed and 
started from cuttings in this hands-on session, and you’ll leave 
with cuttings for your own garden! Limit: 8.

MORE ONLINE   
THEODOREPAYNE.ORG@

To register for classes, call (818) 768-1802. Visit our website, theodorepayne.org, for complete information on 
classes and instructors and details on our three-part California Native Plant Garden Design course. Cancellation 
policy: No refunds for cancellations made within seven days of the class date. 

Field trips for K–12 and in-classroom visits for 3rd and  
4th grade students are available. Contact Lisa Novick,  
lisa@theodorepayne.org.

Get tips on achieving 
long-lasting beauty 
in your native plant 
garden from Carol 

Bornstein, co-author 
of California Native 

Plants for the 
Garden, in a talk on 

June 2.
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Native Plant Horticulture with Lili Singer
Saturday, June 16, 11:30 a.m.–3:30 p.m.
$40 members, $50 non-members
For details, see May 26.

new! California Native Gardening: A Month-by-Month 
Guide, a lecture and book-signing with Helen Popper
Saturday, June 23, 1:30 –3:00 p.m.
$20 members, $25 non-members
This illustrated lecture for beginning and experienced 
gardeners—adapted from the author’s new calendar-based 
guide to native plant garden care—offers planting and design 
ideas and core gardening techniques such as pruning, mulching 
and propagating. Book-signing follows the lecture. Helen is 
an avid native plant gardener and an associate professor of 
economics at Santa Clara University.

new! Botany Kick Start with Bob Allen
Saturday, June 30, 9:00 a.m.–1:00 p.m.
$30 members, $40 non-members
This hands-on class for plant lovers of all levels of experience 
includes an overview of plant parts (using fresh plant material) 
and their functions, pollination and ecology (through 
photographs and illustrations). Class ends with a short walk in 
the garden to observe living plants. Bob is a Southern California 
entomologist/botanist, research associate, photographer, 
instructor and author.

new! Leaf-Press Workshop for Children (ages 7–11) with 
Laura Stickney
Saturday, June 30, 1:30 –3:00 p.m.
$15 per child/members, $20 per child/non-members 
Make and decorate your own wooden plant/leaf press. Collect 
and preserve plant specimens from the Theodore Payne 

Foundation landscape. Use wood, paint, and special blotting 
papers to make a portable tool for studying and wandering in 
the field! For instructor bio, see June 9. Limit: 15.

july

Propagating California Native Plants with Madena Asbell 
and Tim Becker
Saturday, July 7, 9:00 a.m.–noon
$35 members, $45 non-members
For details, see June 16.

new! Summer Foods from the Native Garden with Antonio 
Sanchez
Saturday, July 7, 9:00 –11:00 a.m.
$20 members, $25 non-members
Discover a seasonal menu of delicious food prepared with 
California native plants. Summer dishes to be sampled include 
native pesto made with Winifred Gilman sage and wild onion 
and ice cold hummingbird sage tea! Class includes a lecture 
and short walk on the grounds, as well as recipes, general tips 
on native plant gardening and Antonio’s Top Ten Native Plant 
Foods for Beginners. Antonio is co-owner of Nopalito Native 
Plant Nursery in Ventura (nopalitonursery.com) and a former 
TPF staff member.

Native Plant Horticulture with Lili Singer
Saturday, July 21, 9:00 a.m.–1:00 p.m
$40 members, $50 non-members
For details, see May 26.

august

Look, Ma, No Lawn! with Lili Singer
Saturday, August 4, 10:00 a.m.–12:30 p.m.
$30 members, $40 non-members
For details, see May 19.

Sample delicious 
foods made from 
California native 
plants, including 

pesto made with wild 
onion, on July 7.  
Pictured: Allium 
hyalinum (glassy 

onion). 
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TPF at the HOLLYWOOD FARMERS’ MARKET
Visit TPF at the world-famous Hollywood Farmers’ Market (at Selma and Ivar) on the first Sunday of every month from 8:00 
a.m. to 1:00 p.m. We offer a gorgeous selection of native plants from our nursery and expert advice from TPF’s Lili Singer and 
TPF volunteers, and your member discount on plants is honored at the market!

In addition to TPF’s native plants, the Hollywood Farmers’ Market is known for its amazing and varied farm-fresh produce and 
some of the best prepared foods in the city!

We’re happy to bring plants to the market for you! Contact Lili with your requests at lili@theodorepayne.org. See you there!

first sundays

Meet Helen Popper, 
author of the new 

book California 
Native Gardening: 

A Month-by-Month 
Guide, and get advice 

about garden tasks 
through the seasons 

in a special author 
lecture and book-

signing on June 23.
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spring
plant Though planting slows during the warm months, you 
can plant desert species (they receive summer monsoons in 
the wild), riparian plants (these have nearly constant access to 
water) and many shade lovers. Coastal gardeners have plenty of 
leeway, as the soil stays cooler here than it does inland. Consult 
our expert nursery staff for more recommendations and tips on 
summer planting.

It’s best to wait until autumn to plant Fremontodendron (flannel 
bush) and Trichostema (woolly blue curls). These natives are 
highly sensitive to summer water.

Space transplants—even those in 4" or 1-gallon containers—
according to mature dimensions. Small plants are easy to 
transplant and establish more readily than larger ones. Cover 
bare soil between plants with mulch.

sow It’s time to plant warm-season grasses, including 
durable Bouteloua gracilis (blue grama grass), Nassella spp. 
(including N. pulchra, purple needlegrass, our official state 
grass) and Aristida purpurea (purple three awn). Also ready 
for sowing: Achillea millefolium (common yarrow, a handsome 
turf alternative) and TPF slope mixes of native perennials and 
grasses with deep soil-knitting roots. Keep the soil moist but 
not soggy as seeds germinate and seedlings develop.

weed Control summer annual weeds, including crabgrass, 
spurge and veldt grass (Ehrharta calycina, a widespread new 
invader). Hand pull or hoe seedlings before they flower and set 
and distribute seed. Dig deeply to remove dandelion, filaree 
and other perennial weeds with extensive root systems.  

water Established plants need infrequent but deep irrigation 
to fortify them and compensate for last winter’s poorly timed, 
below average rainfall. In most situations, a thorough soak 
every two weeks should be enough.

As weather warms, soil dries out more quickly. Check soil 
moisture often and water only when the top few inches are 
dry. New transplants require frequent attention and regular 
irrigation for at least one year, until they’re established. Always 
soak both the original rootball and surrounding soil thoroughly 
and deeply.  

As needed, water container plants until water drains from the 
holes (and empty excess water from saucers, if used). A top 
dressing of decorative rocks, now available in TPF’s Potting 
Station, helps conserve moisture and looks pretty, too.

mulch Replenish mulches, as needed. A deep (3"– 4") layer 
of organic matter (such as leaves, bark and wood fibers; freshly 
chipped materials are okay) or decorative rock or gravel helps 
retain soil moisture; moderate soil temperatures (especially 
important during the warm months); suppress weeds; and 
beautify the garden. Organic mulches also add nutrients to 
the soil. No mulch should touch the crowns, trunks, or stems 
of plants. Leave some sunny areas un-mulched to invite highly 
beneficial ground-nesting native bees and wasps.

pest management Control aphids on new growth with a 
strong stream of water; any that you miss will be found and 
devoured by beneficial insects, especially ladybug and syrphid 
fly larvae.

Powdery mildew may occur on some sages, especially when 
grown in partial shade, but the fungus rarely hurts the plants 
and will diminish on its own as spring progresses.

prune Encourage compact growth and flower production 
by pinching or tip-pruning young shrubs and perennials. 
Good candidates include: 
Encelia californica (bush 
sunflower), Galvezia spp. 
(bush snapdragon), Mimulus 
spp. (monkey flower) and 
Ribes viburnifolium (Catalina 
perfume).

After spring flowering, 
clean up and prune Cercis 
occidentalis (western 
redbud) and Carpenteria 
californica (bush anemone), 
if needed.  

Remove spent flower spikes 
from Salvia spathacea 
(hummingbird sage) and 
Heuchera (coral bells, alum root) after the birds have had a 
chance to snack on their seed. Remove entire stems down to 
the bottom.

No need to deadhead spring-flowering annuals, perennials and 
shrubs (including buckwheat and sage). Leave their nutritious 
seedheads for hungry birds. 

spring garden care

What to Do in the Garden Now 

(818) 733-3533
wildflowerhotline.org

theodore payne foundation

wildflower hotline 
march through may

what‘s blooming where?

Trim spent flowers on perennials, 
such as Mimulus, for better shape 
and to encourage more blooms.

Pho
to

 ©
 K

en G
illiland



Poppy Print, Spring 2012      7

Joan Keesey: Wildflowers of Mineral King 

by Pamela Burgess, Arts Council Member

in the art gallery

For thirty years, Joan Keesey has focused her eye 
and her watercolors on the wildflowers of Mineral 
King Valley in Sequoia National Park. Keesey’s goal as 
an artist is to illustrate as many of these remarkable 
plants as possible. However, because the growing 
season in the Sierras is relatively short, she must 
spend winters closer to home and painting the 
native flora of the Santa Monica Mountains. In an 
artist’s career, projects like these stand out for their 
dedication to and documentation of a specific place.

“Wild Flowers of Mineral King” is a huge 
undertaking—and an ongoing endeavor. Theodore 
Payne Art Gallery is honored to present an exhibition 
of a selection of Joan’s watercolors to date. What 
inspires her about this location? “It’s magical! Mineral 
King is a glacial valley like Yosemite, only higher and 
smaller.” She cites its peaks, many over 13,000 feet, 
and its rivers and streams. “The winter is harsh, but 
in the spring, after the snow has melted, the rebirth 
is spectacular when delicate plants struggle to the 
surface.”

Joan calls herself a botanical illustrator, explaining 
that botanical illustrators are precise and the painting 
is tight. “We try to be botanically accurate, but 
we are creating ‘Plant Portraits’ (a term coined by 
painter A.R. Valentien) not scientific illustrations.” 
She does not use photographs to create her work 
and usually paints in her studio from a cutting of 
the plant. In Joan’s opinion, “Photography cannot 
capture the information that the human eye can see. 
Looking closely at a flower or leaf, a lot is lost in a 
photograph.”

A graduate of Pomona 
College with a degree in 
mathematics, Joan recently 
retired from the RAND 
Corporation where she 
was a programmer analyst. 
She remains curious about 
the relationship between 
art and science. “Both are 
about problem solving. In 
botanical illustration, I have 
to make a lot of decisions: 
How to place the plant 
on the page, translate it 
from three dimensions 
to a flat image, and achieve depth in the representation. In 
programming, the end was never as interesting to me as the 
process. In botanical illustration, it’s both.”

In Joan’s own words, here are two of her favorite wild flowers in 
Mineral King. 

“Coville's columbine (Aquilegia pubescens) grows right out of 
the rock above the tree line at about 10,000 feet in what is a 

very harsh environment even in the summer. Every July, my 
husband and I hike to White Chief Mine, which is a white 
marble outcropping, and every year there is the lovely 
columbine—cream to pale yellow tinged with pink.”

“California buckeye (Aesculus californica) grows in the Sierra 
foothills. In spring, the trees are covered with long spikes of 
cream-colored flowers that remind me of fireworks. By July, 
the leaves have withered as a means of preserving moisture. 
In the fall, the foliage is red brown and pear-shaped pods 
hang from the branches. It was many years before I realized 
that the flowering trees of spring, the withered trees of 
July, and the trees with the seed pods were the very same 
species in different stages.”

Come see Joan’s work in the Theodore Payne Art Gallery 
now through June 30, 2012. 

Watercolors by Joan Keesey: Calochortus amoenus, Rosy Fairy 
Lantern (above) and Fritillaria pinetorum, Davidson’s Fritillary (left)
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foundation news

Financial Report for the Fiscal Year as of June 30, 2011 
by Steve Hartman, Treasurer

It is a pleasure to review the finances of an organization where 
the income is steady. Taking a look at the last four years, the 
Foundation’s total support has increased every year:

 2007 $430,417
 2008  $449,938
 2009  $454,056
 2010  $499,723

All this is due to the fantastic staff, enthusiastic volunteers, and 
generous members and donors. In addition, outreach to the 
community is at an all-time high. 

For the fiscal year ending June 30, 2011, the Foundation 
increased its net assets to $1,136,761, which includes an 
endowment of $156,600. Despite the need for continued 
investments in improvements to the facility (approximately 
$22,000) and a significant increase in salaries, the Foundation’s 
income still exceeded expenses by nearly $14,000.

The actual number of plants in inventory increased, even 
though the dollar amount of inventory declined; it was decided 

balance sheet as of 6/30/2011

assets

6/30/2011 6/30/2010

Cash  20,539  66,565 

Savings  315,776  222,685 

Accounts receivable  8,612 0

Investments  90,643  71,557 

Inventory  258,889  290,417 

Prepaid expenses  10,288  10,175 

Land, buildings, equipment less  
accumulated depreciation

 411,198 388,332 

Other assets  20,816  43,687 

total  1,136,761  1,093,418 

liabilities

Accounts payable 45,436  36,107 

Endowment 156,500  155,500 

Temporarily restricted 5,764  5,764 

Retained surplus 929,061 896,047 

total  1,136,761  1,093,418 

statement of income and expenses 

2010 2009

revenue

Contributions and grants 245,521 148,652

Program service revenue 87,094 79,738

Investment income 2,452 1,710

Other revenue 164,656 226,075

Total revenue 499,723 456,175

expenses

Salaries, other compensation,  
employee benefits

295,229 250,140

Other expenses 190,566 163,863

Total expenses 485,795 414,003

net assets or fund balances

Revenue less expenses 13,928 42,172

Total assets at end of year 1,136,761 1,093,418

Total liabilities at end of year 45,436 36,107

Net assets/fund balances at end  
of year

1,091,325 1,057,311

to revise the costs associated with various plant categories 
to more accurately reflect their true value.

On the income side, program revenue (including garden 
tour) increased 9%; but membership income was lower 
by less than 1%; and total sales (books, seeds and plants) 
were 4% less than last year. Thankfully, our unrestricted 
contributions were double those received the previous year.

On the expense side, total administrative expenses were 
up only 3%; employee expenses up 15% over last year (but 
only 4% above budget); and special programs were up only 
4% over last year. 

As of June 30, 2011, the Foundation had over $300,000 
invested or in savings. Your memberships and donations 
provide the financial stability needed by the Foundation. 
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A New Lawn Alternative: Native Sod (Yes, You Read That Right) 
by Madena Asbell, Nursery Manager 

nursery news

Visitors exploring TPF’s Education Center gardens will discover 
an exciting new addition to the landscaping. In December, 
volunteers installed a 130-square-foot demonstration plot of 
native sod. Hungry rabbits are kept out with a wooden fence 
built by Edward Condit, but visitors are welcome to walk in and 
sit a spell on the bench. The sod is a blend of three fescues: 
Festuca rubra, F. occidentalis and F. idahoensis. It tolerates 
light foot traffic, grows well in shade and is drought-tolerant. 
Technically, all cool-season grasses, if desired, can remain 
green year round, if given regular summer water. However, their 
summer dormancy is what makes these fescues exceptionally 
drought tolerant. Without summer water, they do not die but 
rather go dormant and turn a golden tan, only to awaken and 
green up with onset of the rainy season.

As a test, we plan to water our sod all year, including summer, 
to keep it green. We’re hoping that a good soak twice per week 
will be sufficient during the warm months. 

The sod was produced by Delta Bluegrass Co. and provided 
to us by S&S Seeds, in order to demonstrate to the public that 
native sod is a viable and attractive alternative to conventional 
turf. Several different blends are available for a variety of 
applications, including ones that incorporate Nassella spp. 
(needlegrasses), Hordeum brachyantherum (meadow barley), H. 

californicum (California barley), and Agrostis pallens (San Diego 
bentgrass).

Although the initial investment may be higher, according to 
Robert Sjoquist of S&S, the savings quickly catch up. When 
asked about the cost of native sods, Sjoquist says that the 
acquisition cost is currently running about 2½ times that for 
native sod. He adds, however: “If you factor in water costs, the 
natives actually surpass that pricing deficit and start paying you 
back within about 18 months at current water rates.” In addition 
to water conservation, their thick root mass inhibits weeds, 
not to mention that they are just plain pretty. These grasses 
are particularly attractive if left unmowed (another benefit to 
our friend, the environment), creating a graceful, meadow-like 
appearance and providing habitat for native skipper butterflies 
(grasses are a larval food source for certain skipper caterpillars).

To see our demonstration garden, visit TPF during business 
hours. If your lawn area does not meet the 600-square-foot 
minimum required for sod delivery from S&S Seeds, consider 
starting these grasses from seed or individual plants or a 
combination of both. Seed and plants are available at TPF; 
seed can also be purchased through our online seed store at 
theodorepayne.org.

For more information about native sod, visit S&S Seeds at 
ssseeds.com. 

 come see 
our sod

Volunteers hard at work preparing 
our new sod demonstration area. 
Thanks to Dee Farnsworth, Joe 
Grant, Jeff Jamison, Janica Jones, 
Tricia O’Connell, and Anita Sheridan 
for making it all possible!
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volunteer profile

Sima Bernstein first became interested in gardening with native 
plants while living in Portland, Oregon, where she worked as a 
registered nurse in an oncology ward. Since moving south, she 
has expanded her native garden horizons to the drier and much 
hotter microclimate of Santa Clarita, where she now lives and 
loves her Southern California landscape.

Each spring, Sima’s front yard is covered with wildflowers, 
producing a showy rainbow of colors that stops neighbors in 
their tracks. The garden–also home to deer grass, ceanothus, 
manzanita and a majestic valley oak–provides a wonderful 
example to the Santa Clarita community of how beautiful a 
native landscape can be. And Sima designed it by herself, 
having taken TPF’s three-part native garden design class! 
Instead of making one big installation, she has enjoyed 
watching the garden grow and has expanded it over time, 
adding a few new plants each year. In 2012, she’ll include a big 
berry manzanita and other new favorites. Sima waters by hand 
and loves to weed her garden. “Weeding is my therapy,” she 
enthuses. “And I know how to avoid pulling all the wildflower 
seedlings!”

Sima is a regular face at TPF headquarters, where she 
frequently helps out with special projects and works in the seed 
room. She’s a garden tour docent and also one of our most 
dependable and versatile outreach volunteers, accompanying 
Lisa Novick to the L.A. Convention Center for a Girl Scout event 
and the annual Landscape Industry Show, and joining Lili Singer 
at the Hollywood Farmers’ Market and various plant sales. Sima 
is a passionate advocate for California flora and loves bringing 
the message to the public about how valuable natives are to 
protecting our wildlife and natural resources. We here at TPF 
are so grateful for all of Sima’s wonderful work and hope to 
include her native plant garden on a future garden tour! 

Sima Bernstein 
by Margaret Oakley, Volunteer Coordinator
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by Genevieve Arnold, Seed Program Manager

Many thanks to the following people for their seed donations.

Lynnette Kampe: Lilium pardalinum | Roger Klemm: Dudleya cymosa; Iris 
douglasiana; Isomeris arborea; Mimulus guttatus | Clare Marter-Kenyon: Quercus 
agrifolia | Ken Matley: Abutilon palmeri | Joseph Meier: Aristolochia californica; 
Asclepias speciosa; Clarkia williamsonii; Eriogonum vimineum; Erysimum menziesii 
ssp. menziesii; Limnanthes douglasii; Lupinus concinnus; Lupinus sericatus; 
Mentzelia laevicaulis | Ken Murray: Eriogonum crocatum | John Wickham: 

Eriogonum cinereum | The Ojai Conservancy: Clematis lasiantha; Hazardia 
squarrosa

And thanks to those who donated seed storage containers: Peggy Brutsche, Therese 
Gehri, Amy Mainzer, Ben Oswald, Kathy Sturtevant, Clara Yoshihara; and an anonymous 

donor who gave many large canning jars; and to Ken Matley who donated a space heater for the Seed Room.

The TPF Seed Program is still looking for clean, large, airtight jars or containers (especially glass) in which to store bulk amounts of 
seed. Thanks for your continuing support! 

Sima Bernstein outside TPF headquarters with dog-in-residence Quincy.
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cactus removal Shauna Turner

cahuenga branch library garden Amanda Colligan, 
Johnathan Perisho, Elson Trinidad, Christian Vasquez

discovery garden Greg Nash

euclid avenue elementary, boyle heights Margaret Dunn

facebook Keith Malone

field trips at tpf Sima Bernstein, Margaret Dunn

first saturday Sylvia and Donald Anderle, Richard Carlos, 
Florencia Castelanelli, Roxanne Correa, Julie Deamer, Mary 
Decker, Dee Farnsworth, Joe Grant, Kathleen Grantham, 
Robert Grzesiak, Jeff Jamison, Janica Jones, Heather Legacki, 
Brenda Maloo, Marina Maloo, Ken Matley, Tricia O’Connell, 
Louise Olsen, Marisa Rodriguez, Olivia Paravecchio, Chuck 
Petithomme, Miss Pyre, Anita Sheridan, Mark Uhlmann

hollywood farmers’ market Adam Brooks, Richard Carlos, 
Mardi Caruso, Carlos Flores, Jane Glicksman, Larry Gabriel, 
Jenny Garcia, Kieanna Jolaie, Cassie Kelly, Iain McConnell, 
Elizabeth Ryan, Joya Salas, Mitzi Zack Walters

clca landscape industry show Sima Bernstein, Snowdy 
Dodson

nursery/sales yard Joe Grant, Shauna Turner

office Sima Bernstein, Mardi Caruso, Kathleen Linowski, 
Marisa Rodriguez

propagation Mary Brooks, Roxanne Correa, Nancy Edwards, 
Andrew Peck

seed room Sima Bernstein, Richard Carlos, Margaret Dunn, 
Theresa Gehri, Markus Klemm, Ken Matley, Greg Nash, Helen 
Sweany

sod planting Dee Farnsworth, Joe Grant, Jeff Jamison, 
Janica Jones, Tricia O’Connell, Anita Sheridan

students and the environment career event, monterey 
park Margaret Dunn, Keith Malone

theodore payne art gallery Pamela Burgess, Joan 
Harrison, Michael Lewis Miller, Ellen Steel

theodore payne blazing stars orientation Michelle 
Auchterlonie, Laurice Becker, Mary Brooks, Gail Butensky, 
Richard Carlos, Mardi Caruso, Eddie Condit, Conley Day, Mary 
Decker, Snowdy Dodson, Margaret Dunn, Dee Farnsworth, Joe 
Grant, Kathleen Grantham, Lynn Goforth, Joan Harrison, Jeff 
Jamison, Janica Jones, Kathleen Linowski, Keith Malone, Sandy 
Masuo, Ken Matley, Tricia O'Connell, Chuck Petithomme, Joya 
Salas, Mark Uhlmann, Deborah Wittwer

tongva rope field trip Margaret Dunn

weeding Sima Bernstein, Mardi Caruso, Greg 
Nash 

Our volunteer program expanded its roots this winter, as every plant should in the cool rainy season! We officially launched our 
new volunteer program structure, the Theodore Payne Wildflowers, and held the first annual Blazing Stars Orientation to honor 
TPF’s most dedicated volunteers for their tremendous service on behalf of the Foundation.

Several schools and community groups, working with TPF volunteers, also took advantage of the cooler months by taking 
the plunge and creating native gardens with habitat for both insects and people to enjoy. Yes, our beloved and hard-working 
volunteers have been getting their hands dirty across the L.A. region, establishing these gardens and spreading the word about 
how native plants are at the heart of our local ecosystem. To join the effort and become a Theodore Payne Wildflower, send an 
e-mail to volunteer@theodorepayne.org.

celebrating our volunteers
Expanding Our Roots 
by Margaret Oakley, Volunteer Coordinator

Volunteers Sylvia Anderlie 
and Ken Matley help with 
a seed-sowing project.
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Return Service Requested

 Each month we feature a different species and offer a 20% discount to members.

may  Heuchera ‘Canyon Delight’—  Canyon Delight Coral Bells (Saxifragaceae) 

This truly delightful coral bells hybrid, introduced in 1985 by Dara Emery of the Santa 

Barbara Botanic Garden, is mat-forming to 6" by 2' with 16" wands of white and deep pink 

flowers in spring and summer. Long-lived plants thrive in full sun along the coast, or morning 

or late afternoon sun inland. Accepts clay soil, but good drainage is preferred; occasional to 

regular water. Good container subject; flowers attract hummingbirds. 

june Sequoiadendron giganteum—  Giant Sequoia or Big Tree  
             (Cupressaceae, formerly Taxodiaceae)

Tall, upright and spreading to 100' high x 75' wide, this long-lived California icon requires 

plenty of space and, in this region, full to part sun, good drainage and consistent soil 

moisture. From Theodore Payne’s 1941 catalog: “A magnificent tree of pyramidal growth, 

forming a heavy trunk, the bark turning a dull red as the tree ages. Rich bluish green 

foliage. The largest tree in the world, majestic in all stages of growth. Gallon cans, 60c; 5 

gallon cans, $1.75.”
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Please note:  We reserve the right to make changes. Offer is good while supplies last—sorry, no rain checks or holds. We may 
need to limit quantities. Please check our website for more information on the plants listed here.

lantsof the   month


