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I n a May 1962 interview with John Anson Ford, 
a nearly 90-year-old Theodore Payne expressed 

his hopes for the recently established Theodore 
Payne Foundation. These aspirations included 

making native plants available to the public, offering 
free advice to people and institutions, and entering a campaign 
of education. He noted that schools, in particular, were “very 
much interested in natives and wildflowers.” As to why young 
people should learn about their natural heritage, Payne stated: 
“It makes better citizens of them, gives them much better ideas 
of life, higher ideals…makes them better people.”  

Over the past half century, TPF has worked hard to fulfill 
Mr. Payne’s vision. In autumn 2007 we initiated our targeted 
standards-based K–12 Education Program, which has been 
gathering momentum and expanding its field trips, outreach 
programs and services ever since. The program now has a 
faithful following of teachers who bring their classes to TPF 
every year for field trips or request outreach classes.  

Far left: Theodore 
Payne and scouts 
at the dedication of 
320 acres in Llano, 
CA (Antelope Valley), 
January 28, 1961. 
Above and near left: 
First Street Elementary 
students lifting asphalt 
and holding seedling 
Catalina cherry trees 
for their new native and 
edible plant garden.  

Elementary-age students from Santa Monica to Sierra Madre 
and Boyle Heights to Santa Clarita have taken part in our 
programs: “All About Leaves,” “Butterflies, Caterpillars and 
Native Plants,” “Every Soil Tells a Story” and “Tongva Rope-
Making.” As a credentialed multiple-subject teacher, I have 
explicitly designed these classes to fulfill California Dept. of 
Education standards in science, social studies, English-language 
arts and art, and to bolster math and critical-thinking skills. The 
program for middle- and high-school students, which includes 
an illustrated lecture and tour of the TPF nursery, aligns with 

continues on p. 2
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biology and environmental science standards and provides 
an eye-opening experience about career paths in landscape 
architecture, botany, horticulture, agroecology and related 
fields.  

Our youth education program impacts students far beyond 
the immediate obvious experience. At First Street Elementary 
School in Boyle Heights, where TPF partnered with L.A.’s BEST 
afterschool program to install a native and edible garden, 
students made site maps and experimented with various 
arrangements of the clay-adapted plant palette. Months 
later, during a surprise party complete with paper chains and 
buckwheat pancakes to celebrate the new garden, one of 
the students, a third-grader, announced in a very determined 
voice that, when she grows up, she is going to be a landscape 
architect and put native gardens everywhere. The partnership 
between L.A.’s BEST and TPF inspired this child—a child from 
a family with no college graduates—to not only dream, but 
dream big for herself and the health of our portion of this 
beautiful struggling planet.

Earlier this year, our youth education program received an 
enormous boost from L.A.’s BEST through a grant of nearly 
$20,000 for plants and teaching time. TPF is also working with 
other non-profits and school districts in the region. To date, 
we’ve helped install more than a dozen school gardens and 
provided guidance on many more. A partnership with the 
Audubon Center in Debs Park brought high school students to 
the Foundation to learn propagation techniques from Nursery 
Manager Madena Asbell, Production Manager Tim Becker 
and Seed Program Manager Genny Arnold. The Foundation 
is also partnering with the Polytechnic School in Pasadena 
to teach propagation of locally collected seed and cuttings 
to a select group of middle school students for a restoration 
activity in Rubio Canyon. For all such TPF partnerships, the 
goal is to install native plant gardens and/or train youngsters in 
propagation, so they can create mini-nurseries and disseminate 
native plants into the local community. Through such activities, 
participating students, parents and teachers learn about natural 
history, native plant gardening, plant-animal relationships and 
water conservation.  

Every week, teachers contact TPF seeking guidance about 
design and appropriate native-plant selections for gardens 
at their sites. In one example, the students at Santa Clarita 
Elementary School are installing two native gardens, and 
doing all the design, installation and maintenance themselves. 
Alternatively, for a small fee, TPF offers design services that 
include site analysis, plant recommendations and garden-
maintenance instructions. 

Through a school’s native garden, students can key into their 
local natural environment, gain intimate familiarity with plants 
of their region and the beneficial insects and other animals 
they support, learn proper planting and watering techniques, 
and understand regional rainfall patterns. By growing both 
natives and edibles, they witness the dramatic difference in 
water consumption. Through weeding, watering and mulching, 
students achieve tangible results from their efforts and earn a 
sense of real accomplishment. Perhaps best of all, these young 

people gain confidence in their ability to make positive changes 
in their lives and world they live in.

TPF’s K–12 Education Program is about creating future adults 
who value their natural inheritance. The program teaches 
children to love and appreciate the natural world, to preserve 
the places where it is still intact and to see the possibilities—
from school yards to pocket parks to vacant lots—where they 
can both bring nature back and help it thrive. As Gandhi said, 
“Be the change you want to see in the world.” TPF’s K–12 
Education Program is inspiring students to do just that. 

correction In the Fall 2011 issue, we inadvertently omitted credit for the 
photo of Daniel Fink. The photographer is Fred Colton. 
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At this time, we take great pleasure in providing 
you with an announcement from our new 
project collaborators: 

“Troller Mayer Associates, Inc. Landscape 
Architects (TMA) is delighted to be 
chosen to design the new Nature Center, 

Garden and Trails. TMA’s experience, 
along with that of the other team members, 

makes them ideal partners with the Theodore 
Payne Foundation. For over 30 years, TMA 

has designed numerous parks, municipal buildings, 
schools and residences throughout Southern California. 
In 2007, TMA completed the landscape restoration 
of Historic Washington Park in Pasadena, designed 
in 1921 by Ralph Cornell and Theodore Payne! Bob 
Perry, well known to TPF members and friends, brings 
his unsurpassed expertise in California native plants 
to the team. Together with Onyx Architects and KPFF 
Engineers, the TMA project team will deliver a well-
designed sustainable project.”

We will keep you updated as the project moves forward. We 
are so pleased to be working with Troller Mayer Associates 
and Bob Perry. The future is bright for nature education at the 
Theodore Payne Foundation! 

Last spring, the Theodore Payne Foundation was 
awarded a $930,000 grant from the State of 
California to improve its educational facilities. 
We would like to share an update on how we 
got to this point and where we stand. 

Many years of dedicated work have gone 
into developing the Foundation’s native plant 
nursery and educational programs. Today we 
are known not only for the best selection of native 
plants in Southern California, but also for the most 
native plant classes for both youth and adults. For the last 
eight years, TPF Treasurer Steve Hartman has carefully guided 
the organization to advance the financial stability needed to 
undertake a major project such as that called for in the grant. In 
addition to a solid project concept, outlined below, our unique 
educational curriculum and sturdy financial structure were 
factors considered by the State before awarding our grant. 

This project was initially conceived on a much smaller scale. 
Then we dared to dream big. Cassy Aoyagi, TPF board 
president and president of FormLA Landscaping, developed 
a master plan for the winning proposal, incorporating months 
of detailed interviews with grant writer and K–12 Education 
Director Lisa Novick. We owe Cassy a great deal of thanks for 
all of the creative vision, design work and meticulous effort 
on budget, as well as for her ongoing involvement with the 
project. 

Progress Toward Our New Nature Center 
by Lynnette Kampe, Executive Director 

foundation news

staff news

Welcome Our New Volunteer Coordinator, Margaret Oakley!
We are pleased to announce that Margaret Oakley has joined the TPF staff as Volunteer 
Coordinator. As a longtime TPF volunteer, native garden designer and community organizer, 
Margaret is perfect for the job and eager to work with the Foundation’s more than 200 active and 
invaluable volunteers! 

Lisa Novick, our former volunteer coordinator, is now director of outreach and K–12 education. 

To become a member of the TPF family of volunteers, contact Margaret Oakley at volunteer@
theodorepayne.org. Opportunities are varied—from weeding (so important!) to data entry to 
helping at outreach events—and your volunteer hours will be rewarded with free classes at  
the Foundation! 



4  Poppy Print, Winter 2012

january

First Thursday Bird Walk with Ken Gilliland
Thursday, January 5, 8:00 –10:00 a.m.
Free; no reservations required
Enjoy an easy morning ramble on TPF’s canyon land. 

First Saturday: Volunteer Day at TPF
Saturday, January 7, 9:00 a.m.–noon 
Join our family of volunteers to improve and care for our 
gardens. Bring hat, gloves, knee pads and clippers. TPF will 
provide refreshments. 

Native Plant Horticulture with Lili Singer
Saturday, January 14, 9:00 a.m.–1:00 p.m.
$40 members, $50 non-members
The basics on gardening with California flora. Recommended 
for beginners; required prerequisite to our three-part Native 
Plant Garden Design course. 

Manzanitas for the Garden with Bart O’Brien
Saturday, January 21, 1:30 –3:30 p.m. 
$35 members, $45 non-members 
Learn from an expert which manzanitas are best for your 
conditions, how to care for them and which other plants make 
good companions. 

Propagating California Native Plants with Madena Asbell 
and Tim Becker 
Saturday, January 28, 9:00 a.m.–noon
$35 members, $45 non-members 
Discover the basics of vegetative propagation with TPF nursery 
staff! Limit: 8. 

Fire-Safe Landscaping for Homeowners with Melanie 
Baer-Keeley
Saturday, January 28, 1:30 –3:00 p.m. 
$25 members, $35 non-members 
Learn to manage native vegetation and enhance the garden 
with native plants for fire safety, watershed protection, slope 
stabilization, wildlife food and cover, as well as beauty and 
regional character. 

february

First Thursday Bird Walk with Ken Gilliland
Thursday, February 2, 8:00 –10:00 a.m.
For details, see January 5.

First Saturday: Volunteer Day at TPF
Saturday, February 4, 9:00 a.m.–noon 
For details, see January 7. 

winter events and classes 

Natives: The Big Picture with Lisa Novick
Saturday, February 4, 1:30 –3:30 p.m.
$20 members, $30 non-members
This illustrated talk reveals how you can—through your 
gardening practices—enact positive environmental change in 
your home landscape and the world beyond. 

Native Plant Horticulture with Lili Singer
Saturday, February 11, 9:00 a.m.–1:00 p.m.
For details, see January 14. 

Water Features for Native Gardens with Bob Allen
Saturday, February 11, 1:30 –3:30 p.m.
$25 members, $35 non-members
Discussion includes types and sizes of water features, their 
construction, proper native plant selection and care. Expect to 
get dirty and a little wet, so dress for gardening! 

Keeping Them Alive: Getting Plants Established  
with Barbara Eisenstein
Saturday, February 18, 9:30 a.m.–noon 
$25 members, $35 non-members
This class covers proper care for California natives during the 
critical establishment period, when young plants make the 
transition from nursery conditions to your home garden.   

Container Gardening with Native Plants with  
Steve Gerischer
Saturday, February 18, 1:00 –3:00 p.m. 
$25 members, $35 non-members
Container gardens are beautiful and versatile, can enhance any 
garden and also provide habitat for birds, butterflies and other 
welcome wildlife.   

MORE ONLINE   
THEODOREPAYNE.ORG@

To register, call (818) 768-1802. Visit our website (theodorepayne.org) for complete information on 
classes and instructors, and details on our three part California Native Plant Design Course.  
Cancellation policy: No refunds for cancellations made within  
seven days of the class date. 

 
Quail Hollow Backyard Bird Count 
Saturday, February 18, 8:30 a.m.–noon  
$50 members, $65 non-members 
Come to Quail Hollow in Tujunga and participate in the 
2012 Great Backyard Bird Count (gbbc.org). Quail Hollow 
is an amazing native plant habitat garden designed and 
tended by avid birders Ken and 
Rhonda Gilliland and visited by more 
than 100 species of birds. Space is 
limited to 15 participants and this 
is your only opportunity to view the 
garden this spring—it will not be on 
this year’s native plant garden tour! 
Checklists will be provided. Bring 
binoculars, hat and water.

special event

new!

new!

new!
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Propagating California Native Plants with Madena Asbell 
and Tim Becker 
Saturday, February 25, 9:00 a.m.–noon
For details, see January 28. 

Local Lepidoptera: Butterflies and Moths of the L.A. Region 
with Daniel Marlos
Saturday, February 25, 1:30 –3:30 p.m. 
$20 members, $25 non-members
A wonderfully illustrated overview of local butterflies with 
interesting facts on their habits and food preferences. 

march

First Thursday Bird Walk with Ken Gilliland
Thursday, March 1, 8:00 –10:00 a.m.
For details, see January 5.

First Saturday: Volunteer Day at TPF
Saturday, March 3, 9:00 a.m.–noon 
For details, see January 7. 

Relief Printing Workshop with Elinor Nissley 
Saturday, March 3, 9:00 a.m.–noon 
$35 members, $45 non-members (includes $15 materials fee) 
Learn the easy and fun art of relief printing using native plant 
imagery! Limit: 12.  

Native Plant Garden Maintenance with Sabine Hoppner
Saturday, March 3, 9:00 a.m.–1:00 p.m. 
$35 members, $45 non-members
Subjects include watering, fertilizing (or not), pruning, 
grooming, mulching and other aspects of garden maintenance. 

Twelve Months of Color with California Natives with 
Melanie Baer-Keeley and Lili Singer 
Saturday, March 3, 1:30 –3:00 p.m. 
$25 members, $35 non-members 
This class describes an assortment of native trees, shrubs, vines, 
perennials, grasses that will ensure year-round color. 

Inviting Wildlife into the Garden with Barbara Eisenstein
Saturday, March 10, 1:30 –3:30 p.m.  
$25 members, $35 non-members
Learn how to cultivate an exciting, natural world in your own 
backyard—a sustainable wildlife garden populated with birds, 
butterflies and other beneficial creatures. 

Keeping Them Alive: Getting Plants Established with  
Barbara Eisenstein 
Friday, March 23, 9:30 a.m.–noon
For details, see February 18. 

Entomology for Gardeners with Bob Allen 
Saturday, March 24, 1:30 –3:30 p.m.
$25 members, $35 non-members
This hands-on course discusses and examines local arthropods 
(insects and their relatives) and looks at both preserved and live 
specimens. Limit: 15.

Natives: The Big Picture with Lisa Novick
Saturday, March 24, 1:00 –3:00 p.m. 
At G2 Gallery, 1503 Abbot Kinney Blvd., Venice 90291
For details, see February 4. 

Saturday, March 24—Final day for early bird Garden Tour  
tickets at $20/person for both days! 
After Saturday, March 24: $25/person. 
Tickets are available via our e-store at theodorepayne.org, by 
phone at (818) 768-1802, and at our Sun Valley headquarters.

april

First Thursday Bird Walk with Ken Gilliland
Thursday, April 5, 8:00 –10:00 a.m.
For details, see January 5.

First Saturday: Volunteer Day at TPF
Saturday, April 7, 9:00 a.m.–noon 
For details, see January 7. 

mark your calendar

9th Annual Theodore Payne Native Plant Garden Tour 
Saturday & Sunday, April 14 &15, 10:00 a.m.–5:00 p.m. 
Featuring more than 35 unique home gardens, each planted 
with at least 50% California native plants! Learn more at 
theodorepayne.org. See you on the tour! 

Chumash Healing with Native Plants with Cecilia Garcia and 
Jim Adams 
Part I: Friday, April 27, 9:00 a.m.–noon, and Part II: Friday, May 
11, 9:00 a.m.–noon   
$60 members, $80 non-members 
This two-session in-depth class on medicinal uses of California 
flora discusses the plants and why they are effective.
 
Chumash Healing with Native Plants with Cecilia Garcia and 
Jim Adams 
Part I: Saturday, April 28, 9:00 a.m.–noon; and Part II: Saturday, 
May 12, 9:00 a.m.–noon 
For details, see April 27.

Entomology for Gardeners with Bob Allen
Saturday, April 28, noon–3:30 p.m.
For details, see March 24. 

 
save the date!
Poppy Day Spring Plant Sale
One Day Only: Saturday, March 31, 8:30 
a.m.–4:30 p.m. Discounts to All!
Fabulous selection of California native 
plants—with expert advice from TPF 
staff and volunteers! 

special event

 
The Science and Art of Native  

Garden Design: A Class for Professionals  
with Bob Perry 
Saturday, March 17, 1:30 –3:30 p.m. 
$30 members, $40 non-members 
This class for landscape architects, garden designers and
landscape contractors explores the essentials for 
achieving beautiful, sustainable regionallly appropriate 
native gardens.

special event
new!

new!

new!

new!
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winter
plant Our ideal planting season continues through the 
cool months of winter! Space transplants according to mature 
dimensions (indicated on TPF labels, signage and website). 
Though closer planting may look good now, young plants will 
compete for light, nutrients and water and crowd each other 
out—and you’ll eventually have to remove plants and/or hack 
them back, generating greenwaste.  

Do not dig in or walk on rain-drenched soil, as it will compact! 
It may take a week of clear weather for the ground to be dry 
enough to be worked. 

sow Start spring-blooming wildflowers by the end of January. 
Before sowing, clear the area of weeds and unwanted grasses. 
Rough up the soil surface and sprinkle lightly. Sow seed and 
water gently with a “shower” nozzle or sprinkler. Keep the 
bed moist (but not soggy) as seed germinates and seedlings 
become established. 

Sow cool-season grasses, Nassella (needle grass, including 
our state grass, N. pulchra, purple needle grass) and Festuca 
(fescue). Most native shrubs, trees, vines, groundcovers, 
perennials and succulents can also be grown from seed, and 
you’ll find a great selection at our Sun Valley headquarters or 
via our e-store at theodorepayne.org. (Note: Hybrids and most 
cultivars can only be grown from cuttings or divisions, not seed; 
look for those plants in containers in our nursery.) 

Packets of seed—individual species, TPF’s special mixes or our 
Souvenir Collection—make wonderful gifts. 

water If winter rains are light, water established plants deeply 
every couple of weeks. New transplants require more frequent 
attention and regular deep watering for one or more years, until 
they’re established. Always check the root ball and surrounding 
soil; soak thoroughly when the top few inches are dry. 

Check sprinkler and drip systems for leaks and clogs. As plants 
mature, move drip emitters farther away from trunks, stems and 
crowns. Set automatic controllers to manual and operate only 
as needed. 

weed Hand-pull or hoe cool-season weeds when they’re 
young, before they set and distribute seed. Remove deep-
rooted perennial invaders carefully and thoroughly. 

mulch Mulch is crucial! Cover the soil between plants with 
3– 4" of organic matter (leaves, bark, wood fibers—including 
a plant’s own leaf litter and other materials from your garden) 
or decorative rock or gravel. Mulch helps retain soil moisture, 
moderate soil temperatures (preventing disease), squelch 
weeds and beautify the garden. Keep all mulches at least a few 
inches away from stems, crowns and trunks. 

prune and cut back For seasonal décor, harvest branches 
of fragrant Calocedrus decurrens (incense cedar), rose-hip 
studded Rosa spp. (California wild rose), bright 
green Baccharis pilularis (coyote brush) and berry-
laden Heteromeles arbutifolia (toyon or California 
holly)—or add these plants to your garden for 
future holiday harvests. 

If needed, prune, trim and train winter-dormant 
trees, including Acer (maple), Amelanchier 
(serviceberry), Betula (birch), Quercus (oak) and 
Sambucus (elderberry). For optimum tree health, 
remove no more than 15–20% of a green canopy. 

Remove old canes on Berberis (Mahonia or Oregon 
grape) and Rosa californica (California wild rose; 
wear gloves and long sleeves, as this rose is 
prickly!). 

Shear Epilobium (Zauschneria or California fuchsia) down to 2 
or 3 inches, taking care to avoid new sprouting growth. They’ll 
regrow quickly!

Avoid pruning mature Arctostaphylos (manzanita) and 
Ceanothus (California lilac), as cut branches may die back. 
Young plants can be pruned for shape and structure; dead 
wood can be removed at any time. 

winter garden care

in the bookstore

What to Do in the Garden Now 

Top Picks for Green Giving
For holiday gifts, TPF is your one-stop shop for Green Giving! Show your 
appreciation for friends, family and fellow gardeners while supporting the 
Foundation’s mission! 

In addition to our fine assortment of seed (individual species and special 
mixes), we offer a wonderful selection of hand-thrown microwave-safe 
ceramics, fine art photographs, locally harvested honey, fragrant sachets, 
yummy teas, bookmarks, magnets and hand-turned pens of native wood 
plus  fabulous books for adults (including Botanical Serigraphs, The Gene 
Bauer Collection, signed by the author) and for children (Owl Babies and 
Soft Child are both delightful). 

The best gifts of all: a TPF gift certificate, available in any denomination— 
or a TPF membership, a meaningful gift that lasts all year long! 
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winter New Artist-in-Residence Mary-Austin Klein 

by Pamela Burgess, Arts Council Member

arts council news

in the art gallery

show concept and dates 
The exhibit will include paintings, photos, drawings and other 
interpretations of California native plants and fauna at the 
Theodore Payne Foundation. 

All works submitted will be included in a group exhibition that 
will be installed salon-style in the Theodore Payne Art Gallery.

show dates February 1–March 24, 2012 

opening reception Saturday, February 4, 2:00–4:30 p.m. 

art requirements 
subject Work must depict or concern the California flora, 
fauna or natural landscape of the TPF site. 

size No larger than 16" x 20", vertical or horizontal. Sculpture 
must include a pedestal. 

deadline Finished work must be delivered to TPF on Friday 
or Saturday, January 20 or 21, 2012, during business hours, 8:30 
a.m.– 4:30 p.m., and accompanied by a completed Artist Loan 
Agreement Form, available on site.

plan your visit

Before you visit the Theodore Payne Foundation grounds to 
work, please contact Michael Lewis Miller, (323) 332-7679, 
michael_lewis_miller@hotmail.com, for further information. 

When you visit, you’ll be asked to sign in and observe certain 
protocols while you work on the grounds. For example: Tripods 
and easels are welcome, but some areas will be off-limits to 
artists; a map will be provided. Complete details regarding 
visits can be downloaded at theodorepayne.org.  

We look forward to seeing you creating art and contributing to 
this unique exhibit at Theodore Payne Foundation. 

The next exhibition in the Theodore Payne Art Gallery will 
showcase art created by local artists on TPF’s beautiful 
grounds in Sun Valley. We’d love to include your work!

The Arts Council is proud to announce that the Theodore 
Payne Foundation’s 2012 Artist-in-Residence will be California 
landscape painter Mary-Austin Klein. 

Mary-Austin Klein—a Southern California native and our 
third Artist-in Residence—is known for her exquisite small-
scale paintings of the California desert that capture the light 
conditions unique to California. The Los Angeles artist has 
exhibited her work in galleries in Los Angeles, Pasadena, 
Laguna Beach and Joshua Tree. Her artwork and her advocacy 
efforts have been featured in “The Guide to the Wild Mojave,” 
a publication sponsored by the California Wilderness Coalition, 
as well as in The Desert Trail and LA Architect magazines.

Next spring, as part of her Artist-in-Residency at Theodore 
Payne, Klein will make numerous field trips to select Central 
and Southern California locations to gather material for a series 
of oil paintings interpreting the vast landscape blooms of 
California wildflowers. TPF staff and Wildflower Hotline reports 
will help direct her to peak blooms as they occur.

Klein’s new paintings of the California landscape in bloom will 
be exhibited in the Theodore Payne Art Gallery, October 1–
December 31, 2012. An artist reception and artist talk are also 
planned. Other events during Klein’s residency, including a class 
taught by the artist, will be announced in The Poppy Print and 
on TPF’s website and Facebook page.

We look forward to introducing our members to Mary-Austin. 
Her work can be viewed at maryaustinklein.com.

In her own words: “The ability to contain vast and deep 

landscapes into small, flat paintings makes me feel like a 
wrangler of space. The power to capture the magic of the 
California desert and contain it within a frame is enthralling. It 
lets me transport the desert to others, sharing the beauty and 
promoting preservation of these vistas for future generations.”

It should be noted that Mary-Austin and her husband first came 
to TPF 19 years ago to purchase California native plants for a 
house they rented near Elysian Park, and are growing natives in 
their present garden, too!

Please join us in welcoming Mary-Austin Klein as Theodore 
Payne Foundation’s 2012 Artist-in-Residence! 

Artists:       call  forentries

Last Chance Mts., Death Valley, oil on panel by Mary-Austin Klein
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TPF’s lovely secluded La Tuna Canyon site offers myriad riches 
to visitors. People arrive from near and far, and wild animals 
know the route, too. Among the latter are scores of bird species 
that spend all or part of their lives on this land. 

Over the last 51 years, the Foundation has made a concerted 
and continuing effort to rid the property of non-native plants 
and restore it with native plant species, especially those native 
to this place, thus providing a rich habitat for native animals. 
The value of this site to wild birds is documented and widely 
known. Eddie Merrill, the friend and colleague of Theodore 
Payne who donated the nursery property to the Foundation 
in 1966, assembled a list of birds and other animals observed 
here. In 1971, our cozy 22-acre property was designated a bird 
sanctuary by the California Garden Clubs, Inc.

In 2011, Ken Gilliland—ace birder, native plant gardener and 
advocate, and TPF’s veteran webmaster—graciously began 
leading free two-hour bird walks at the Foundation on first 
Thursday mornings, October through June. Walks start at 8:00 
a.m., before business hours, when it’s easy to hear the rustling 
and songs of winged creatures. Eclectic groups of enthusiastic 
TPF supporters have attended and not been disappointed! 

Each month, a different set of birds is encountered on the 
walk. Last October, this diverse list was seen and/or heard: 
red-shouldered hawk, mountain chickadee, oak titmouse, black 
phoebe, phainopepla, white-crowned sparrow, song sparrow, 
house finch, wrentit, bushtit, California thrasher, California 
towhee, spotted towhee, California quail, common raven, 
Western scrub-jay, violet-green swallow, yellow-rumped warbler 
and Nuttall’s Woodpecker.

In November, Ken noted that several species were part of 
the fall migration, including yellow-rumped warbler, orange-
crowned warbler, ruby-crowned kinglet, dark-eyed junco (both 
slate and Oregon races) and white-crowned sparrow. 

None of the birds they’ve found on the walks are rare or 
endangered but some are harder to see than others. “The 
mountain chickadees were a rarer sighting—they’re usually 
at much higher elevations (and probably at the Foundation 
because of the Station fire),” Ken says. “The swallows we saw in 
October were also a ‘chance’ sighting—not particularly rare but 
one of those birds you have to be in the right place at the right 
time to see.”

Ken also shares some very encouraging news: “The numerous 
sightings of California quail and California thrashers indicate 
that the Foundation property is high-quality habitat. Biologists 
use those two birds to identify the health of ecosystems.” 

Winter First Thursday Bird Walks will be held January 5, 
February 2 and March 1, 8:00–10:00 a.m. Bring hat, water and 
binoculars. Free; no reservations needed; meet in the parking 
lot. 

Birds Sighted at the Foundation 

by Lili Singer, Director of Special Projects and Adult Education

animal report

Caption TK

 
 
 
Quail Hollow Backyard Bird Count 
Saturday, February 18, 9:30 a.m.–noon
$50 members, $65 non-members 

Enjoy a very special morning at Quail Hollow, Ken 
and Rhonda Gilliland’s magical native plant landscape 
and bird haven in Tujunga—and participate in the 
national Backyard Bird Count! Space is limited. For 
more details, see Events and Classes, page 4.

To learn more about birding at home, at TPF or in the 
wild, Ken Gilliland recommends these resources:

Why Birds Matter 
  empken.com/wiki/index.php5?title=Why_Birds_

Matter%3F 

2001 USFWS Economic Analysis for Birding 
  www.fs.fed.us/outdoors/naturewatch/start/economics/

Economic-Analysis-for-Birding.pdf

Audubon at Home 
 athome.audubon.org

Three of many local Audubon chapters:  
 San Fernando Valley, sfvaudubon.org 
 Los Angeles, losangelesaudubon.org 
 Pasadena, pasadenaaudubon.org

MORE 
INFORMATION

A RARE 
OPPORTUNITY
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White-crowned sparrow sighted at Quail Hollow
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New Addition! Potting Station in the Sales Yard 
by Madena Asbell, Nursery Manager 

nursery news

One of the first questions we hear from customers who want to 
grow plants in containers is: “What kind of potting soil should 
I use—and do you sell it?” The second question is: “Where do 
you get those nice decorative rocks?”

Well, we finally got tired of sending people away with only half 
of what they needed (that is, the plant and the pot, but no soil 
or top dressing). Over the summer, TPF sales staff collaborated 
to design and build the Potting Station—a “one-stop shop” for 
container gardeners. 

Located across from our Desert Plants section, the Potting 
Station houses bins of decorative stones for dressing up your 
potted plants, and TPF’s own blend of potting soil, perfect for 
potting up native plants. How do we know it works so well? 
Because we use it! The soil you buy from TPF is the same mix 
we use to pot up all of our plants for sale. Its main ingredients 
are bark, coarse sand, coco peat (aka coir), perlite and a 
slow-release fertilizer. This mix provides native plants with the 
excellent drainage they need and just enough nutrients and 
organic matter to keep them healthy. And that layer of pretty 
rocks will help conserve moisture, insulate the soil and give your 
container a finished look! 

Many thanks to Marie Massa, Joe Prichard and Ulrika Johansson 
for their design ideas and Potting Station painting; and to 
Edward Condit, the master builder. 
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Nursery staffers (left to right) Ulrika Johansson, Marie 
Massa, Edward Condit, Madena Asbell.
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by Genevieve Arnold, Seed Program Manager

Our members and supporters are such generous people! With much 
appreciation, we acknowledge the following seed donors: 

Madena Asbell Eriogonum giganteum | Kristin Bruno Lupinus 
succulentus | Therese Ghere Larrea tridentata | Ken and Rhonda 
Gilliland Abutilon palmeri, Aquilegia formosa, Argemone munita, Calamagrostis 
foliosus, Carpenteria californica, Chamaebatiaria millefolium, Delphinium 
cardinale, Eriogonum giganteum, E. grande var. rubescens, Hemizonia 
minthornii, Keckiella cordifolia, Koeleria macrantha, Lilium humboldtii, 
Monardella antonina ssp. antonina, M. linoides ssp. viminea, M. odoratissima, 
M. purpurea, Philadelphus lewisii, Ribes aureum var. aureum,  Salvia pachyphylla, 
Scrophularia californica, Solidago californica, Trichostema lanatum | Lynnette 
Kampe Sambucus mexicana | Clare Marter-Kenyon Arctostaphylos glauca, 
Calochortus splendens, Cercocarpus betuloides, Platystemon californicus, 
Rhamnus californica, R. ilicifolia, Salvia carduacea, S. spathacea | Roger Klemm Arctostaphylos glauca, Clematis sp., Delphinium 
cardinale, Erigeron foliosa, Eriophyllum confertiflorum, Garrya veatchii, Iris douglasiana, Lonicera subspicata, Quercus agrifolia, 
Q. berberidifolia, Quercus wislizenii var. frutescens, Umbellularia californica | Marie Massa Abutilon palmeri, Trichostema 
lanatum | Andrew Murawa Calystegia sp., Calochortus plummerae, Delphinum cardinale | Greg Nash Asclepias speciosa | Ojai 
Valley Land Conservancy Lepechinia fragrans, Trichostema lanatum | Louise Olsen Coreopsis gigantea, Eriogonum grande 
var. rubescens, Linum lewisii, Lupinus succulentus, Salvia clevelandii, Trichostema lanatum | Doug Pollock Trichostema lanatum, 
Penstemon spectabilis | Jill Thraves Isomeris arborea, Mimulus cardinalis, M. guttatus, Penstemon heterophyllus | John 
Wickham Amorpha fruticosa, Geum macrophyllum, Ranunculus californicus

Thanks also to Daniel Geiger for his donation of Potentilla glandulosa plants; and to the following for their donations of clean 
seed storage containers: Sima Bernstein, Alvin Crown, Melinda Kylie, Marsha Marolda, Ben Nichols.

Special thanks to John and Harriet Zilka for their donation of a vintage post office box with many compartments and keys. And 
many thanks to Ken Gilliland for his donation of a photo microscopy kit. 

Seed Room seeks the following donations: large clean jars with lids (such as quart or larger canning or bulk-size condiment jars) 
for bulk seed storage; and nylon pantyhose for seed collection (pantyhose preferred over tights). 
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volunteer profile

nursery news

As an artist, educator and gardener, Joan Harrison appreciates 
the efforts of the Theodore Payne Foundation to reach out 
and educate people of all ages about the importance of 
native plants and how to garden successfully with them. A 
Los Angeles native born and raised, Joan was first drawn to 
gardening with native plants because she wanted to live in 
harmony with the local ecology. She began to take classes at 
TPF in 2005, and there she learned to reverse her traditional 
understanding of gardening. These days, she is experimenting 
with different salvias in her long, partially sloping backyard, 
where Eschscholzia californica (California poppy) makes an 
appearance each spring.

A few years ago, Joan joined the TPF Arts Council. With this 
small and dedicated group, she has worked on numerous 
exhibitions in the Theodore Payne Art Gallery and was 
instrumental (make that invaluable) in the creation and 
installation of TPF’s exhibit at Barnsdall Art Gallery in 2010. She 
enjoys the eclectic range of art displayed at the Foundation and 
feels privileged to work with the multi-talented members of the 
Arts Council. Joan is fascinated by the endless ways that artists 
are inspired by and interpret the web of life that native plants 
support. She is also a photographer of plants, bugs, and birds, 
and likes to explore the ways that these groups interrelate and 
depend on one another.

Joan has an MFA in studio art and teaches visual art through 
the Education Department at the Music Center in downtown 
Los Angeles. She is passionate about helping children find 

Joan Harrison, Muse of the Arts Council  
by Margaret Oakley, Volunteer Coordinator

artistic tools to express themselves and enjoys collaborating 
with other teachers to find ways to bring art into the classroom. 
The Foundation admires Joan’s many talents and truly values 
her work as a TPF volunteer! 

After much discussion by our name-selection committee (TPF 
staff) and several rounds of voting (nearly 100 entries were 
received), a cultivar name has finally been chosen for the 
fast-growing free-flowering California lilac that planted itself 
by the ladies’ room at TPF headquarters. The winning name, 
submitted by Anna Greenland of South Pasadena, is Ceanothus 
‘Siempre Blue’. The name honors our region’s Latino roots and 
the fabulous color of the plant’s fragrant blossoms. 

Anna received a one-gallon plant of Ceanothus ‘Siempre Blue’ 
for her own garden, plus a $25 gift certificate redeemable in 
the Theodore Payne nursery. Congratulations, Anna!

Add this beautiful, unique California lilac to your garden: 
Ceanothus ‘Siempre Blue’ is available now in one-gallon 
containers in the Theodore Payne nursery. 

And the winning name is…Ceanothus ‘Siempre Blue’!

Joan Harrison, volunteer extraordinaire

She Has a Name! 
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TPF Grounds Cleanup Students and families of Crespi High 
School, Encino: Aamar Eli Alwoods, Evan Anozie, Matthew 
Boulet, Alessandro Brassan, Connor Carmody, Rolas Champ, 
Alex Dixon, Calvin Estrada, Sean Friedmann, Jacob Goodman, 
Kai Hamilton, Mitchell Herbster, Jared Hoffman, Riley Killem, 
Nicholas Kutnick, Chandler Lewis, Chuck Lopez, German 
Matchniff, Mick Mickaelian, Anne Molinier, Nick Mirohosae, 
Victor Mungary, Teddy Newton, Christian Pearson, Cameron 
Raderberg, Christian Rivers, Robert Sahagun, Samuel Sayre, 
Connor Schnect, William Sima, Gabriel Strathern, Alan Swaney, 
Justin Torres, Dylan Venuti, Jon Williams, Sean Williams, Jude 
Zamora

Facebook Keith Malone

Fall Festival Luke Adams, Karen Alfaro, Anthony Arias, Leslie 
Carothers-Aromaa, Judy Bass, Laurice Becker, Sima Bernstein, 
Orchid Black, Mary Brooks, Anna Burgess, Gail Butensky, 
Richard Carlos, Joseph Chiew, Wynesta Dale, Connie Day, Julie 
Deamer, Snowdy Dodson, Peggy Dunn, Dee Farnsworth, Mary 
Fitzpatrick, Vivian Fortunaso, Sue Gertson, Erin Gilmore, Jane 
Glicksman, Joe Grant, Joan Harrison, Steve Hartman, Marilynn 
Hildebrandt, Steven Hunt, Jeff Jamison, Liz Johnson, Janica 
Jones, Jen Kramer, Cristina La Com, Carmen Marquez, Sandy 

Masuo, Ken Matley, Bill Maxwell, Iain McConnell, Elizabeth 
Miles, Celeste Moore, Scott Munroe, Greg Nash, Tricia 
O’Connell, Will O’Connell, Tane Olsen, David Van Pelt, Mari 
Richardson Ray, Phyllis Roberts, Susan Rosen, Joya Salas, Eric 
Schoenhe, Jenna Schoenhe, Anita Sheridan, Jerry Schneider, 
Hisao Shinagawa, Mike Sovich, Corey Stein, Robert Sullivan, 
Cruz Sundquist, Helen Sweany, Geoff Sykes, John Thies, 
Theresa Treuenfels, Shauna Turner, Mark Uhlmann, Steven Ulm, 
Lynne Zuccaro 

First Saturday Julie Deamer, Dee Farnsworth, Mary 
Fitzpatrick, Joe Grant, Jeff Jamison, Janica Jones, Bill Maxwell, 
Tricia O’Connell, Tane Olsen, Mari Richardson Ray, Anita 
Sheridan, Corey Stein, David Van Pelt

Girltopia, L.A. Convention Center Sima Bernstein 

Hollywood Farmers’ Market Adam Brooks, Richard Carlos, 
Mardi Caruso, Larry Gabriel, Jane Glicksman, Kathleen 
Johnson, Kieanna Jolaei, Iain McConnell, Beatrice Olsen, Joya 
Salas, Mitzi Zack Walters

LA’s Best Fit Event, Carson Anna Burgess, Peggy Dunn 

Nursery/Sales Yard Joe Grant, Greg Nash, Shauna Turner

Office Sima Bernstein, Kathleen Linowski

Seed Room Sima Bernstein, Richard Carlos, Peggy Dunn, 
Theresa Gehri, Ken Matley, Louise Olsen, Helen Sweany

Theodore Payne Art Gallery Pamela Burgess, Joan Harrison, 
Michael Miller, Ellen Steel, John Wickham 

Volunteer Orientation Anna Burgess, Peggy Dunn, Ken 
Matley, Louise Olsen, Helen Sweany, Erika Wilder

Installation of Propagation Table and Bins Eagle Scout Sam 
Reynolds and scouts and family members of La Cañada Troop 
#501: Nathan Arboleda, Monica Bachner, Alex Beebee Jr., Alex 
Beebee Sr., Jack Hale, John Hale, Chris Harris, Shan Haupt, 
Keeko Hill, Jim Hill, Gay Hill, Ryan Kawamura, Sally Meloch, 
Scott Moulin, Aidan Phillips, Charlie Reynolds, Tom Reynolds, 
Eric Shreckengast, Roy Yu, Sue Yu, Timothy Yu 

This is my first fall as the TPF Volunteer Coordinator, and it has been a tremendous honor to work with the enthusiastic, talented 
and just downright nice group of people that volunteer at the Foundation. In October, we held our best Native Plant Sale & Fall 
Festival yet, grossing more than we have any previous year—and our volunteers were the fabric that held that two-weekend event 
together. Whether assisting customers with carts, or working in the sales yard, seed room or bookstore, they helped our event run 
smoothly and made sure that customers went home happy, with beautiful native plants in tow. 

This fall, we also kicked things into high gear at numerous outreach events, thanks to the tremendous efforts of staff members 
Lisa and Lili, as well as TPF volunteers who helped spread the message, slowly but surely, that native plants are critical to our local 
ecology and a must-have for everyone’s authentic California garden. Thanks to all for your hard work and dedication!

celebrating our volunteers
Our Biggest Fall Yet! 
by Margaret Oakley, Volunteer Coordinator

Eagle Scout Sam Reynolds with the awesome new propagation 
table that he and his troop constructed.
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Theodore Payne Foundation
           for Wild Flowers and Native Plants, Inc.
  10459 Tuxford Street
  Sun Valley, California 91352-2126

  (818) 768-1802 | Wildflower Hotline: (818) 768-3533
  info@theodorepayne.org
  theodorepayne.org

Return Service Requested

 Each month we feature a different species and offer a 20% discount to members.

january  Berberis aquifolium hybrid —Hybrid Oregon Grape (Berberidaceae)

This shrubby barberry was grown from seed collected from Berberis aquifolium planted 
on TPF grounds. Its interesting (and uncharacteristic) leaves suggest that it crossed with 
the B. nevinii (Nevin’s barberry) growing across the parking lot, but most of its foliage 
is very similar to B. aquifolium. Though ultimate size is not known, this hybrid is upright 
in habit and should do well in most soils. Drought tolerant; part shade preferred; may 
tolerate full sun along the coast.

february Grindelia hirsutula— Gumweed or Hairy Gumplant (Asteraceae) 

Yuck, hairy gum?!? This mounding evergreen perennial with an odd common name occurs 
naturally in both riparian and dry areas and can handle a range of watering regimens in 
the garden—from regular water to infrequent or no summer water. Grows to 2' by 3' with 
smooth or hairy foliage and 2" wide, yellow sunflower-like blossoms in summer; buds emit 
a sticky white substance. Attractive year-round with regular deadheading. Full sun; accepts 
most soils. 

march Euthamia occidentalis   — Western Goldentop or Western Goldenrod (Asteraceae)  

This perennial occurs in riparian areas throughout much of the state and travels on 
creeping rhizomes, forming a colony. Tall stems (to 6') with narrow, dark green foliage are 
topped with clusters of bright yellow blossoms from July to November. Flowers attract 
butterflies, bees and many other insects. Full sun; moderate to regular irrigation; tolerates 
most soils; winter deciduous.
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Please note:  We reserve the right to make changes. Offer is good while supplies last—sorry, no rain checks or holds. We may 
need to limit quantities. Please check our website for more information on the plants listed here.

lantsof the   month

poppy day
march 31


