
 

Theodore Payne Foundation, a non-profit plant nursery, seed source, book store, and 
education center dedicated to the preservation of wild flowers and California native 
plants. This a report for March 31, 2017. New reports will be posted each Friday 
through the end of May. 

If you are unable to get out to some of the wild  areas or National & State Parks, get 
your wild flower fix by visiting some urban gardens this weekend. Don’t forget to enjoy 
the Theodore Payne Foundation Annual Garden Tour as well. See details in event 
section at the end of this report. There are many other urban gardens to visit too.  

Prisk Native Garden (school garden) is having its annual Open House on Sunday, April 
2, from 1:00 to 4:00 pm. Because of abundant rains this year, there is a robust display 
of annual and perennial color laid out in the 7500 square feet of this school native 
garden. In the desert section alone Mojave aster (Xylorhiza tortifolia), apricot mallow of 
many colors (Sphaeralcea ambigua), fairy duster (Calliandra eriophylla) and Baja fairy 
duster (C. californica), tidy tips (Layia platyglossa), Mojave penstemon (Penstemon 
incertus), Eaton’s penstemon (P. eatonii), and desert marigold (Baileya multiradiata). In 
the chaparral area there are elegant clarkia (Clarkia unguiculata), Botta’s clarkia (C. 
bottle), wild onion (Allium unifolium), royal penstemon (Penstemon spectabilis),  
Grinnell’s penstemon (P. grinnelli), and wild morning glory (Calystegia purpurata 
‘Bolinas’), among many others. See details in event section at the end of this report.  

     

Prisk Natve Garden. Photos by Mike Letteriello 

 

Elizabeth Learning Center’s Desert Habitat Garden is experiencing its very own 
urban SUPER BLOOM! Desert lily (Hesperocallis undulata) has finally popped after 
teasing us with its long stalk of flower buds.  Also blooming nicely are prickly poppy 
(Argemone munita), climbing milkweed (Funastrucynanchoides hartwegii) heart-leaved 
primrose (Chylismia cardiophylla), whispering bells (Emmenanthe penduliflora), desert 



bluebells (Phacelia campanularia), canterbury bells (Phacelia minor), cream cups 
(Platystemon californicus), birds-eye gilia (Gilia tricolor), and desert dandelion 
(Malacothrix glabrata). Mojave lupine (Lupinus sparsiflorus), pygmy poppy 
(Eschscholzia minutiflora), apricot mallow (Sphaeralcea ambigua), Spanish needle 
(Palafoxia arida), chia (Salvia columbariae), red and yellow flowering chuparosa 
(Justicia californica), desert marigold (Baileya multiradiata), and Emory’s rock daisy 
(Perityle emoryi) are also putting on a good display now. Shallow basins in the Vernal 
Pool Habitat Garden are dry now and showing off Hoover’s calicoflower (Downingia 
bella), thread-leaf brodiaea (Brodiaea filifolia), and San Diego mesa mint (Pogogyne 
abramsii). Rare spadefoot toad tadpoles in the deeper basins are on their way towards 
becoming little toadlets! Lindley’s blazing star (Mentzelia lindleyi) is popping in the 
Chaparral Garden along with island bush poppy (Dendromecon harfordii), owl’s clover 
(Castilleja exserta), woolly indian paintbrush (Castilleja foliolosa), arroyo lupine (Lupinus 
succulentus),  tidy-tips (Layia platyglossa), and of course, poppies (Eschscholzia 
californica).  Elizabeth Learning Center is on Elizabeth Street in Cudahy between 
Atlantic Ave and Wilcox Ave. and open to the public during school hours. Check in at 
the Main Office. 

                     

Students photographing wild flowers at ELC’s school Haitat Gardens. Photo by George Nanoski. 
 

Go to Descanso Gardens in La Cañada-Flintridge. There, you are greeted with natives 
in bloom right at the entrance to the Gardens. Western redbuds (Cercis occidentalis) 
line the entrance road and California poppies (Eschscholzia californica) and grand 
ceanothus (Ceanothus sp.) shrubs are in full bloom. The Oak Woodland section is full of 



cheery-flowering California encelia (Encelia californica) and delightful hummingbird 
sage (Salvia spathacea) blooms. The golden-orange California poppies (Eschscholzia 
californica) and red firecracker penstemon (Penstemon eatonii) are just starting to pop 
with color! The Native Garden's show-stopping flannel bush  (Fremontodendron sp.) 
and lilac verbenas (Verbena lilacina) are in full bloom, and the entire grounds are 
covered with baby-blue-eyes (Nemophila menziesi). 
 
In Newport Beach, the Environmental Nature Center is a very worthy place for a family 
visit. The pathways that guide you through the different plant habitats of Southern 
California display colorful species of California wild lilacs (Ceanothus spp.). Ceanothus, 
along with Western redbud (Cercis occidentalis), flannel bush (Fremontodendron sp.) 
and Island bush poppy (Dendromecon harfordii) display nice blue, pink and gold and 
yellow palette of color. Find hummingbirds all over  the coral bells (Heuchera sp.), 
showy penstemon (Penstemon spectablis), bladderpod (Peritoma arborea), Munz’s 
sage (Salvia munzii), purple sage (Salvia leucophylla) and woolly blue curls 
(Trichostema lanatum). The ubiquitous but “Stately” California poppy (Eschscholzia 
californica) and blue=eyed grass (Sisyrinchium bellum) are blooming everywhere as 
well. 

Over at Placerita Canyon Natural Area, the stately coast live oaks (Quercus californica) 
are displaying new pinkish-green foliage and dangling flower catkins. With those trees 
shading the trails, look for the next layer of shrubs—ceanothus (Ceanothus oliganthus 
and C. crassifolius), Yerba Santa (Eriodyction crassifolium), holly-leaf cherry (Prunus 
illicifolia), black sage (Salvia mellifera), and southern honeysuckle (Lonicera ).The 
ground layer of color consists of popcorn flowers (Cryptantha muricata), purple 
nightshade (Solanum xantii), common phacelia (Phacelia distans), wild hyacinth 
(Dichelostemma capitatum), and the striking (but deadly) Fremont’s star lily 
(Toxicoscordian fremontii). 

In the Santa Monica Mountains, go and see the post fire (2013) recovery of Rancho 
Sierra Vista/Satwiwa Native American Natural Area. There is more purple nightshade 
(Solanum xantii) than you can imagine! California poppies (Eschscholzia californica) 
and Parry's phacelia (Phacelia parryi) are putting on a show as well. The part of the 
Boney Mountain Trail that goes down to the waterfall (see park map) is the best place to 
see lots of flowers. The Hidden Valley Overlook Trail is also nice, as is the Stream Side 
Trail. Flowers seen include Parry's Phacelia, California  golden poppy, morning glory 
(Calystegia macrostegia), purple nightshade, annual coreopsis (Leptosyne sp.), 
deerweed (Acmispon glaber), canyon sunflower (Venegasia carpesoides), bush 
sunflower (Encelia californica), wild hyacinth (Dichelostemma capitatum), pitcher sage 
(Lepechinia sp.) Mariposa lily (Calochortus sp.), popcorn flower (Cryptantha spp.), 
stinging lupine (Lupinus hirsutissima), wishbone bush (Mirabilis laevis), chia (Salvia 
columbariae), purple larkspur (Delphinium sp.), and collarless California poppy 
(Eschscholzia lemmonii). 

http://riverside-sanbernardino/


        
Wildflower recovery at Satwiwa Native American Natural Area. Photo by Miriam Mayer 

At the Antelope Valley California Poppy State Natural Reserve, the poppies 
(Eschscholzia californica) are blooming well on the east half of the park! They suddenly 
exploded into color, and can even be seen from across the valley!  The fantastic bloom  
has spilled over into many nearby areas outside the park and into the entire valley; and 
north into Kern County around Kernville and east to Red Rock Canyon State Park, 
which is wildly colorful with a spectacular wildflower bloom and awesome landscape 
features. 
 
Check out Highways 138, 14, 58, 48, 178 for little side trips to wildflower paradise! Lots 
of reports of good viewing, but you must drive carefully and pull over safely off the 
highway to enjoy carpet-making species like poppies, owl’s clover (Castilleja spp.), 
goldfields (Lasthenia sp), coreopsis (Leptosyne sp.), baby blue-eyes (Nemophila 
menziesii), and bird’s-eye gilia (Gilia tricolor).There are many, many more little belly 
flowers that do not make carpets, but are little jewels. Watch too, for rattlesnakes hiding 
among those jewels! 
 



A number of people have recently visited the Carrizo Plain National Monument, and 
along with the staff overseeing this fabulous natural wonder, can now say this an 
excellent year for wildflowers. The peak bloom has started, and will likely last for at least 
the next few weeks, depending on weather conditions of course. Around Soda Lake 
there are robust patches of valley phacelia (Phacelia ciliata), owl’s clover (Castilleja sp.) 
and orange fiddleneck (Amsinckia sp.) with a good display too of baby-blue-eyes 
(Nemophila sp.) on Overlook Hill. On the road to the Goodwin Education Center there 
are patches of phacelia, goldfields (Lasthenia sp.), and hillside daisy (Monolopia 
lanceolata). South of the Education Center on Soda Lake Road there are large patches 
of hillside daisy and goldfields in full yellow-orange bloom. This colorful scene is 
repeated on the way to the Selby Campground along with large patches goldenbush 
(Ericarmeria sp.), and the electric blue-purple bush lupine (Lupinus sp.). At the south 
end of Soda Lake Road the famous "purple patch" of bush lupine is back in full swing. 
Elkhorn Road which has been a closed county road, but should be open at this time. 
There are reports of widespread desert candle (Caulanthus inflatus) along with the 
ubiquitous hillside daisy in the Temblor Range. Elkhorn Road is not recommended for 
low clearance vehicles and crosses a more remote section of the Monument, so please 
be prepared. Throughout the Monument other shows of tidy tips (Layia platyglossa), red 
maids (Calindrinia menziesii), blazing star (Mentzelia sp.) ), cream cups (Platystemon 
californicus), and others. Many rare and endangered species are doing well this year as 
well, such as the California jewel flower (Caulanthus californicus). When visiting Carrizo 
Plain National Monument please remember to bring plenty of food, water, gas, and 
clothes for changing weather conditions.  

                  
Carrizo Plain National Monument. Photo by Ben Rickman 

 
 At Hungry Valley SVRA, the grasslands are slow to show bright color yet, but the deep 
golden-hued fiddleneck (Amsinckia sp.) is widespread.The valley bloom is just starting 
and include patches of phacelia (Phacelia ciliata) found behind Sterling Campground 
and north of Circle Campground; 4WD recommended to access these sites, though 

http://ohv.parks.ca.gov/hungryvalley/


they are visible from Gold Hill Road if you are northbound. The goldfields (Lasthenia 
sp.) have exploded in many areas of the park, but are especially eye-catching at the 
practice track. The white daisy-like tidy tips (Layia glandulosa) are blooming between 
Aliklik and Lane Ranch Campgrounds among the goldfields. Further south, the wild 
hyacinth (Dichelostemma capitatum) are poking their flower stalks above other plants. 
Come out and play; and while you are here, enjoy the wildflowers! 
 

            
 

Goldfields at track. Hungry Valley SVRA. Photo by Margaret Hurley 
 
 

The Whitewater Preserve is where to go if desert encelia (Encelia farinosa) —acres and 
acres of it— is your thing! A stunning virtual sea of encelia. Of course there is LOTS of 
other nice stuff to see as well. 

In Joshua Tree National Park, the best Joshua tree viewing is in the northern part of the 
park, especially as the greet you at the entrance. Desert gold (Geraea canescens) 
makes a yellow carpet in some areas throughout the park, as do poppies (Eschscholzia 
spp.), and phacelia (Phacelia spp.) adds some purple to the mix. You will see desert 
lilies (Hesperocallis undulata) and accompanying evening primrose (Oenothera spp.) 
and sand verbena (Abronia villosa) occupying sand flats. It is a spectacularly significant 
year for desert lilies everywhere! Down in the southern part of the Park, Cottonwood 
Springs, there is a widespread bloom along the trail to Mastodon Peak. Poppies and 
Canterbury Bells (Phacelia campanularia) are common. Also look for  the bright blue 
hues of flowering chia (Salvia columbariae) and Mojave aster (Xylorhiza tortifolia).  
 
Traveling through the desert east along I-10 to the California-Arizona border, one can  
see a profusion of desert lilies (Hesperocallis undulata) together with desert sand-
verbena (Abronia villosa) and evening primroses (Oenethera deltoides) coloring the side 
of the highway. Please do not pull over just anywhere on I-10 for a closer look. Get off 
the interstate, maybe on a frontage road. For the best desert lily viewing, take a side trip 
north on highway 177 to the Desert Lily Sanctuary. There you can get out of the car and 
really enjoy seeing these beauties up close. 
 

https://www.nps.gov/jotr/


A must-go desert wildflower romp is in the Chuckwalla Mountains Wilderness! Take the 
Corn Springs road exit off the 10 Freeway (past Desert Center) to the campground. No 
4x4 necessary on this well graded road. The washes and side canyons north, south, 
and southwest of the campground are AMAZING!  Almost every kind of desert annual 
you can think of. Especially good for the belly flower varieties! The perennial species in 
the area are showing off as well! Noteworthy, at least to one observer, was the newly 
discovered and described chuckwalla cholla (Cylindropuntia chuckwallensis), Electric 
blue indigo bush (Psorothamnus fremontii), little-leaf ratany (Krameria erecta), 
brittlebush (Encelia farinosa), sand blazing star (Mentzelia involucrata), ocotillo 
(Fouquieria splendens), barrel cactus (Ferocactus cylindraceus), hedgehog cactus 
(Echinocereus engelmannii), alkali phacilia (Phacelia neglecta), devil’s spineflower 
(Chorizanthe rigida), gravel ghost (Atrichoseris platyphylla), climbing milkweed 
(Funastrum cynanchoides), and blue palo verde (Cercidium floridum)! There are also 
ancient petroglyphs to be found scraped into the desert varnish of boulders and canyon 
walls, and yes, you will find huge Chuckwalla lizards in the Chuckwalla Wilderness. 
Things should be good here for a couple of more weeks. The first few miles of the 
southern entrance to Joshua Tree National Park off the 10 Freeway are also pretty 
spectacular.  
 

 
Indigo bush and ratany at Chuckwalla Wilderness. Photos by George Nanoski. 

 
The fantastic bloom on the desert floor at Anza Borrego Desert State Park is pretty 
much over. Some perennial plants like desert brittlebush (Encelia farinosa) is still 
looking good, and in the canyons there is a lot of pretty stuff. The Montezuma grade 
(S22) down into Anza Borrego is still quite lovely. Along S2 thistle sage (Salvia 
carduaceae) is looking nice along the road especially just north of Scissor’s Crossing. 
The plants along SR76 are still in excellent bloom.  Califoria encelia (Encelia californica) 
has been blooming like crazy west of I-15 to the coast.  Parry’s phacelia (Phacelia 
parryi), San Diego pea (Lathyrus vestitus), and blue ceanothus (Ceanothus spp.) are in 
full bloom east of I-15 to Lake Henshaw. 

 
The guess for all you southern California wildflower enthusiasts is that peak bloom is 
somewhere around 3000 to 4000 feet elevation now in southern California. 

http://www.parks.ca.gov/?page_id=638%20%20%091%09Cached%20%092%09Similar


 

That’s it for this week. Look for our next report on Friday, April 7 and check back each 
week for the most up to date information on southern and central California wildflowers.  

If you would like to be a wildflower reporter send your information about wildflower 
blooms and their location to flowerhotline@theodorepayne.org by Tuesday of each 
week when blooms of note occur. 

NATIVE PLANT & WILDFLOWER EVENTS: 

Theodore Payne Foundation 

2017 Annual Theodore Payne Native Plant Garden Tour 

Saturday & Sunday, April 1 & 2,  10:00 am – 5:00 pm 

Tickets On Sale Now  

Full details at http://theodorepayne.org/calendar/annual-garden-tour/ 
 

 
 
Annual Open House - Prisk Native Garden  
Sunday, April 2, 1-4 pm;  Admission free, donations accepted.   
Prisk Native Garden is located near the intersection of San Vicente and Los Arcos 
Streets in Long Beach. (Across from Stanford Middle School; the school address is 
2375 Fanwood, Long Beach CA 90815.)  Only partially wheelchair accessible. For more 
info, call Mike at 562-439-6002, or email letteriello@charter. net.  
 

 
Elizabeth Learning Center Habitat Gardens 

You can visit the Vernal Pool and Desert gardens anytime as they are in front of the 
school. Mr. Nanoski, the Habitat Gardens coordinator is available for a more “hands-on” 
botanical visit during his conference period in the mornings from 7:30am to 9:00am. 
Send him an email (on website) a day or two before your visit. 

 

California Native Plant Society Hikes & Events 

 Riverside-San Bernardino Chapter  

Saturday, April 1, 2017, 9:00 am to noon – Hardford Springs Reserve, 
Gavilan Hills, Riverside Field Trip - For more information go to 
http://riverside-sanbernardino cnps.org 

 

Pacheco State Park will celebrate the 14th Annual Wildflower Day on Saturday April 1st 
from 9:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.   Visitors can explore tables staffed by local volunteers 
including the California Native Plant Society, California Department of Fish and Wildlife, 

mailto:flowerhotline@theodorepayne.org
http://theodorepayne.org/
http://www.eventbrite.com/e/2015-theodore-payne-foundation-native-plant-garden-tour-march-21-22-2015-10am-5pm-tickets-13587834579?aff=eorg
http://theodorepayne.org/calendar/annual-garden-tour/
http://riverside-sanbernardino.cnps.org/
http://riverside-sanbernardino/


and California State Parks who will help you learn about this beautiful wilderness state 
park as well as other recreational opportunities in the area. There will be free arts and 
crafts for children. 
  
A bird walk will begin at 9:30 a.m.  Guided wildflower hikes will begin at 10:00 a.m. and 
11:30.  These hikes have a limited number of spaces and will be filled on a first come, 
first served basis at the event. Visitors can also take a self-guided tour with a free 
wildflower hike pamphlet. Families are encouraged to bring their own picnic lunch.  
  
There is no drinking water available, so bring your own beverages. The weather at 
Pacheco State Park varies, so bring layered clothing and sunscreen. 
  
There is an entrance fee of $10.00 per vehicle. This same fee will allow you to visit San 
Luis Reservoir State Recreation Area the same day. To learn more, call (209) 826-1197 
or write:  bwong@parks.ca.gov with the subject “Wildflower Day.” 

 

 

  
 

mailto:bwong@parks.ca.gov

