T

summer
the

SUMMER 2015

Poppy Print

Quarterly Newsletter of the Theodore Payne Foundation

TPF Wins Green Leadership Award

his spring, the Theodore Payne Foundation was honored to
receive the Green Leadership Award from the Los Angeles
County Board of Supervisors in the non-profit category for
TPF’s Landscaping for Resilience program.
Landscaping for Resilience, now in its third year, models a new land ethic
for the region by training people in landscaping with native plants for
sustainability, resilience and support of biodiversity. The program includes
informational sessions for the community, design services and horticultural
classes with guided hands-on workshops, combining theory and practice to
give community members the skills and confidence they need to transform
their landscapes.

The program, initiated and managed by TPF Director of Outreach and K-12
Education Lisa Novick, is unique and inclusive. The Foundation partners
with neighborhood councils, volunteer groups and others seeking to
transform public landscapes with native drought-tolerant plants. Our aim is
to highlight the critical role native plants play in addressing our water and
biodiversity crises.
Working with Green
Space Los Feliz,
the Silver Lake
Gardening Club and
the Los Angeles
Police Department,
Landscaping for
Resilience has
transformed the
grounds at the United
States Post Office Los L to R: Director of Outreach and K-12 Lisa Novick,
Executive Director Kitty Connolly and Board Member
Feliz Station, Silver
Snowdy Dodson accept the County’s Green Leadership
Lake Meadow and
Award at a ceremony on April 28.
Topanga Community
Police Station. At
each site, 70 to 150 volunteers attended presentations about native plants,
installed the new landscape and now provide regular maintenance.
After praising the interdependence that made the post office project
possible, Nathan Green of Green Space Los Feliz was heard to say: “What
a fun day! It was like a meal that is so good you wish your belly was empty
so you could eat it again. So I'm thinking we're going to have to do this
again somewhere.”
TPF Executive Director Kitty Connolly cites the example of Green
Space Los Feliz, which did go on to independently to install more
native plant landscapes, as a mark of real success. Building community
capacity for positive environmental change is a key goal for the Theodore
Payne Foundation.

TPF’s Andrew Chaves demonstrates proper planting
technique to community volunteers at the USPS Los
Feliz Station.

The Green Leadership Awards is a program of the County of Los Angeles
Board of Supervisors to recognize outstanding efforts by individuals
and organizations in fulfilling innovative strategies to improve our
environmental sustainability.

Garden Tour Wrap-up and More!
California native gardens are known to inspire and delight, and the 47 unique landscapes on the 12th Annual Theodore Payne
Native Plant Garden Tour, held Saturday & Sunday, March 21 & 22, did not disappoint. The weekend weather was perfect
for touring and every garden, including 21 new to the tour, sported a mantle of spring hues and hummed with enthusiastic
conversation. Among the throngs of garden visitors were tour veterans and those just discovering the beauty and benefits of
native plants, including drought tolerance, wildlife habitat, fragrance and color.
The Foundation thanks all of the 2015 garden hosts who opened their native landscapes to the public. You are the epitome of
hard work and generosity. Thanks also to more than 100 dedicated docents who donated their time, lent support to hosts and
visitors and promoted TPF and our native flora. Appreciation goes to the G2 Gallery in Venice, Potted in Atwater Village, and the
SEA Lab in Redondo Beach for helping with ticket sales. And big thanks, as well, to all of our garden tour sponsors, who helped
make this year’s event such a great success.
Kudos to tour coordinators Margaret and Philip Oakley Otto and to multi-talented TPF staffer Andrew Chaves for producing this
very successful event!
Do you know of an outstanding residential native plant garden, or would you like to be a garden host? Applications
are being accepted for the 2016 Theodore Payne Native Plant Garden Tour, to be held Saturday & Sunday, April 2 & 3. Go to
nativeplantgardentour.org/apply/ - new gardens are always needed. 						

The Foundation appreciates these and
all of the 2015 garden tour sponsors
(a complete list is available at
nativeplantgardentour.org)

Here we share the creative
contributions of garden host Eric
Kalman – thanks, Eric!
HAIKU
Still there is no rain
Lawns wither and fade away –
Native garden blooms
LIMERICK
For most plants, a shortage of water
Would result in botanical slaughter,
But the rainfall exceeds
A native plant’s needs.
So, don’t water them more than you oughter.
© 2014 Charles Eric Kalman

The Poppy Print is the membership newsletter of the Theodore Payne Foundation for Wild Flowers and Native Plants, a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization
dedicated to the understanding, preservation and use of California native plants. The Theodore Payne Nursery and Store are open to the public year
round. We offer classes and field trips for adults and children. Learn more about the Foundation and gardening with native plants at theodorepayne.org.
Theodore Payne Foundation for Wild Flowers and Native Plants., Inc. | 10459 Tuxford Street, Sun Valley, CA 91352
theodorepayne.org | 818-768-1802 | info@theodorepayne.org
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Los Angeles’ Native Plant Future

foundation news

By Kitty Connolly, Executive Director

The drought has done at least one good thing: it’s put the spotlight on native plants. Sustainability, water conservation, and
greening are now high on the regional agenda, making native plant gardens essential.
But you know that. You’re committed and have a native garden of your own. You’ve had success, but you know that gardening
with native plants can be a challenge, especially during that transition from conventional to sustainable – the transition Los
Angeles finds itself in now.
It’s in that transition that TPF is crucial. The Foundation has been supporting native plant gardeners for 55 years and has an
unmatched depth of knowledge and experience. With our expertise, reputation, and new educational facilities, TPF is ready to
play a huge part in transforming Los Angeles, helping it to its native plant future.
Growing Local
One challenge we Angelenos face is that our gardens are full of
plants – lovely as they are – that are from central and northern
California. We need to identify and introduce southern species
and selections that are better adapted to our conditions.
The Foundation addresses this issue with its Local Source
Initiative, a program to grow species from nearby watersheds:
plants adapted to the local climate and soils. Going further, we
want to develop a new cultivar program to evaluate southern
California varieties for their garden potential and introduce the
most promising plants into the retail trade.
Professional Development
But even with our best efforts, TPF can’t supply plants for all the
people in Los Angeles. In the future we want so see, L.A. is going
to need a lot of native plants. To meet that challenge, TPF will
offer training in native plant propagation, sales, and care. Our
suite of professional development programs will take place in the
new education facilities, in the nursery, and on the grounds.
Producing natives on a large scale must become the business of
local wholesalers who will need trained staff. Nursery production
staff will learn the techniques needed to grow natives while
working alongside our own excellent production crew.

TPF Director of Horticulture Madena Asbell waters newly “stuck”
cuttings in the TPF nursery.

Once the plants are grown, they will need to be sold. Nursery salespeople want their customers to be successful, so they push
well-known plants that are easy to grow. We will help retail sales staff become familiar with easy-to-grow natives and teach them
the skills needed to help their customers succeed with those plants.
In this vision of Los Angeles, think of all those lawns being replaced with native plants. Our utilities are doing an excellent job of
promoting lawn replacement, and with the right care, those new gardens will succeed. They’ll live up to our highest expectations
for native plant gardens: beautiful, lively, and uniquely Californian.
Front-line gardeners are key to this future. They have amazing influence over what people plant in their yards, and they can be
powerful allies. We need to go directly to those gardeners to give them practical training they can use.
We need to train gardeners, sales people, and production staff in English and in Spanish. And we need interns in our production
nursery, sales yard, and seed program. A vibrant professional development program will train a work force who will shape the
future of L.A.’s gardens.
Sharing the Vision
To share this vision with everyone, we need to spread the message far and wide, to let people know there is a growing demand
for natives, and demonstrate the success of natives in urban settings. We must advocate for natives so that in the future, they’re a
common sight.
The Foundation already promotes natives through the annual garden tour. Thousands of people attend and press coverage
ensures that even more know about it. The tour gardens are powerful examples of what individuals can accomplish. Word of
mouth is another persuasive tool. Many of the people I meet at the Foundation heard about natives from a friend or neighbor.
Here you play a vital role: please, continue to talk up native plants.
But word of mouth and the annual tour don’t reach all of our audiences. Though home gardeners will always be primary
stakeholders for TPF, it is essential that we reach public decision makers, as well.
To do this, we are developing an online map of public gardens, so that people at all levels of government can have easy, yearround access to models of success. They will be able to find nearby sites to visit, learn that native plants create exemplary public
landscapes, and then submit their own gardens for inclusion.
Ambitious plans, yes, but the time for this change is now. TPF is working hard on many levels to ensure that the gardens of Los
Angeles become rich with native plants, a regional future we can all embrace, come rain or drought.
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events and classes

				

Register on-line at theodorepayne.org or by phone to (818) 768-1802 or in person at our Sun Valley headquarters.
Visit our website, theodorepayne.org, for complete information on classes and instructors, and details on our Three-part
California Native Plant Garden Design course.
Cancellation policy: No refunds for cancellations made within seven days of the class date.

The TPF Speakers Bureau offers presentations for community groups, garden clubs and public agencies.
Field trips and in-classroom visits for K-12 students are also available.
Contact: info@theodorepayne.org.

MORE ONLINE

THEODOREPAYNE.ORG

AUGUST

California Native Plant Horticulture with Lili Singer
Saturday, August 8, 8:30am-12:30pm
$45 members, $55 non-members
The basics on gardening with California flora: why natives are
valuable, about plant communities, plus planting techniques,
establishment, irrigation, pruning and ongoing maintenance.
Recommended for beginners; prerequisite to our ThreePart California Native Plant Garden Design course. Lili is
TPF’s Director of Special Projects and Adult Education, a Los
Angeles native, and an award-winning horticulturist, educator
and garden writer.
Seeds, Please: Collecting, Processing and Storing Native
Plant Seed from Home Gardens with Genevieve Arnold
Saturday, August 8, 1:30-3:30pm
$30 members, $40 non-members
Native seed ain’t just for the birds! This class guides you
through the fun and easy experience of gathering, cleaning
and saving seed from your own native plant garden. Examples
of fruit, seed and seed-processing tools will be shown, and
you’ll leave with seed to start at home. Genevieve is TPF’s
Seed Program Manager and has worked with California native
seeds for more than a decade. She enjoys the beauty of the
native garden in all its phases, including the magical stage of
fruit and seed development.
NEW! Habitat Gardening with Native Plants with
Madena Asbell
Saturday, August 15, 1:30-3:30pm
$25 members, $35 non-members
Build it, and they will come! Learn how easy it can be to
attract a variety of critters – including hummingbirds, song
birds, insects, reptiles, even salamanders – to your garden
with California native plants. Get tips on how to maintain your
native garden in a wildlife-friendly way, hear how to provide a
healthy home for native bees, and discover which native plants
attract which pollinators. A portion of the class will be spent
outdoors. Children 8 and up are welcome! Madena is TPF’s
Director of Horticulture.
NEW! Botanizing Baja California by mule: Adventures into
remote regions and including cowboy uses of native plants
with Sula Vanderplank, Ph.D.
Saturday, August 22, 1:30-3:00pm
$20 members, $25 non-members
This talk by “Scientist Sula” highlights five mule trips near
the center of the Baja California peninsula, taking us through
unique environments, allowing a glimpse of hard-to-access
landscapes, and exploring the cowboy culture of isolated
mountains, as well as stunning scenery that can be accessed
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by mule travel. Sula is a biodiversity explorer for the Botanical
Research Institute of Texas, where she focuses on field botany,
natural history and conservation science in Baja California.
She actively collaborates both sides of the border and has
appointments at Terra Peninsular, Scripps Oceanographic
Institute and the San Diego Natural History Museum. She
is the author of Quail-friendly Plants of Baja California and
co-author of Maritime Succulent Scrub of Baja California. She
received her Ph.D. in Botany from UC Riverside.
THREE-PART CALIFORNIA NATIVE GARDEN DESIGN
Choose one of these three-session series:
•
Saturdays, August 22, September 5 & 19, 8:30am12:30pm, with Carlos Flores
•
Fridays, September 4 & 18 and October 2, 11:30am3:30pm, with Orchid Black
•
Saturdays, October 3 & 24, and November 7, 8:30am12:30pm, with Andreas Hessing
$225 members, $275 non-members
$285 member couples, $335 non-member couples
This comprehensive course for home gardeners offers
a sound foundation in design styles and processes,
sustainable landscape practices, and how to model a
garden after patterns in nature. Prerequisite: our California
Native Plant Horticulture class. Enrollment is limited to eight
projects to ensure individual attention. Complete details at
theodorepayne.org/calendar.html.

Look, Ma, No Lawn! with Steve Gerischer
Saturday, August 29, 1:30-3:30pm
$25 members, $35 non-members
Are you ready to lose the lawn? We’ll explain how to take
it out and offer alternatives for the space – specifically lowcare native plants that need no fertilizer and use a fraction of
the water required for turf. Steve divides his time between
his award-winning company, Larkspur Garden Design,
and lecturing on topics relating to gardening in Southern
California. He also serves as president of the Southern
California and Pacific Horticulture societies.

SEPTEMBER

California Native Plant Horticulture with Lili Singer
Saturday, September 5, 11:30am-3:30pm
For details, see August 8.

NEW! Flora of the Verdugo Mountains and San Rafael Hills
with Naomi Fraga, Ph.D.
Saturday, September 12, 1:30-3:00pm
$20 members, $25 non-members
The Verdugo Mountains (home to TPF) and San Rafael Hills are
a 13-mile-long mountainous region surrounded by the greater
Los Angeles area. This talk presents the results of research
into historical data and recent botanical surveys to document
vascular plant species, develop an annotated checklist,
describe plant communities and document fire-following
species for the region. Also: information on rare plants, nonnative species, a slide show of the mountains’ wildflowers,
and tips on species well-suited to home gardens, especially
those in and around these mountains and hills. Naomi
is Director of Conservation Programs at Rancho Santa
Ana Botanic Garden. Her research interests include plant
geography, conservation biology, pollination biology and rarity
in endemism. She is past president of Southern California
Botanists and currently serves as Program Chair for the CNPS
San Gabriel Mountain Chapter. She completed her Ph.D. in
Botany at Claremont Graduate University.
Native Plant Garden Maintenance with Madena Asbell
Saturday, September 19, 8:30am-12:30pm
$45 members, $55 non-members
Subjects covered include watering, fertilizing (or not),
pruning, grooming, mulching and other aspects of garden
maintenance. You’ll also discover how native plants respond
to pruning cuts (good and bad), what we trigger with our
gardening activities, and how to develop good maintenance
goals. For instructor bio, see August 15.
Insects in Native Plant Gardens with James Hogue, Ph.D.
Saturday, September 19, 1:30-3:30pm
$25 members, $35 non-members
This exquisitely illustrated program is not a session in pest
control, but rather an appreciation of the community of native
insects and plants that occupy a healthy native plant garden.
Jim is a lifelong insect collector with an interest in all living
things – in particular, the systematics and natural history of
flies (especially crane flies and flower files); beetles; the roles
of insects in human culture, photography of arthropods; and
the ecology of running water ecosystems. An L.A. native, he

mark your calendars!

fall plant
Sale
Our biggest sale of the year –
			
save on plants and seed!

fridays & saturdays
october 9 & 10, 16 & 17
received his B.A. in Biology from UCLA, and an M.S. and Ph.D.
in Aquatic Ecology from Utah State University. He is currently
the Manager of Biological Collections and a part-time lecturer
in the Biology Department at Cal State, Northridge.
Irrigation Practices for Native Plant Gardens with Tim
Becker
Saturday, September 26, 1:30-3:30pm
$30 members, $40 non-members
This class for home gardeners discusses irrigation principles,
techniques and equipment best suited for native plant
landscapes – with practical examples and plenty of time for
questions. Tim is TPF’s nursery manager.

OCTOBER

First Thursday Bird Walk with Ken Gilliland
Thursday, October 1, 8:00-10:00 a.m.
Free. RSVP to info@theodorepayne.org
Ken’s popular bird walk returns after a summer break! Join
a passionate local birder for an easy morning ramble on the
Foundation’s scenic canyon land, where more than 50 different
species of birds have been seen. Bring your own binoculars,
hat and water. Ken is an accomplished birdwatcher and avian
artist (empken.com) and former TPF webmaster. Repeats first
Thursdays through June.

Photo: James Hogue

California Native Plant Horticulture with Lili Singer
Saturday, October 3, 8:30am-12:30pm
For details, see September 5.

A female Eupeodes volucris (family Syrphidae). Syrphid flies are bee
mimics and highly beneficial; their larvae are voracious feeders of
pest insects.

First Saturday: Volunteer Day at TPF
Saturday, October 3, 9:00 a.m.-noon
RSVP to andrew@theodorepayne.org
Back from summer hiatus! Join the Theodore Payne
Foundation family of volunteers to improve and care for our
gardens. We will clear, clean, plant, mulch, prune and do
other tasks to spruce up the grounds and show how beautiful
native plant gardens can be. Bring hat, gloves, knee pads and
other tools for personal use. TPF will provide shovels, trowels,
rakes, loppers, hoes, pruners and refreshments. Repeats first
Saturdays through June.
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thankyou

The Foundation
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appreciates and values the following donations:

Steinmetz Foundation (K-12 Education)
Orange County Community Foundation
Angell Foundation
Councilmember Thomas LaBonge
Oyakata Corporation (Seed and Nursery programs)
Edward & Susan Klenner
Diggers Garden Club, Noble & Lorraine Hancock Family Foundation
Kathleen & Donald Orth (Seed Program and Propagation)
Tides Foundation, Andrea Ursillo
Laura Afansev (Seed Program), Deborah Barry, Stephanie Pincetl, Margaret Steele
Daniel Fink, Jay Lieske, Albert & Myra Rosen, Mark & Sylvia Tieman, James Thilking
Cassy Aoyagi, Michael Delellis, Hermosa Garden Club, Reseda Women's Club, Pasadena Garden Club, William
D. & Joan Smith
Jeff Jamison, Lester Bradford Rowntree, Janet Staples-Edwards
Mary Margaret Smith, Deborah Wythe (Seed Program, in memory of Delmar Janson, father of Ruth Janson)

100 		
Mary Ann Biewener, FormLA Landscaping, Chris Kreston (in memory of Bill & Marge Monday), Kathy & Stephen
		
Linowski, Halli Mason, Sheila Murphy, Louise Olson, Barbara Renshaw, Fern Ruiz, Fontelle Slater, L. Sherman
		
Telleen, Ben White
ALSO
Eric Allen, Luminance Lighting (facilitated by Carol Aronson): LED bulbs
Athens Services: roll-off delivery and pick-up
Soil & Sod Depot: mulch for demonstration gardens
Kellogg Supply, Inc.: mulch for demonstration gardens
Lester Bradford Rowntree: books
We regret any omissions or inaccuracies on this list.
To report these, please contact our office at 818 768-1802 or info@theodorepayne.org

in memoriam

Quincy French

With great sadness, we note the passing of Quincy French, our neighbors’ handsome and gentle Australian shepherd. For
15 years, he served as TPF mascot, official greeter, teaching assistant, trail guide and all-around beloved canine. He will be
missed by all who knew him.
Quincy’s legacy is that TPF is a dog-friendly destination. Please honor him by bringing your pups to the Foundation!
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in the art gallery

Ann Page: Winged, Fluted and Reticulated
October 3 through December 31, 2015

Opening Reception: Saturday, October 3, 2:00-4:00pm with Artist talk at 2:00pm
Ann Page is the sixth TPF Artist-in-Residence. Her work has been exhibited nationally in private and university galleries and in
group shows in museums beginning in 1968. Since 2000, she has been a full-time faculty member of the USC Roski School of Fine
Arts. In 2008, she introduced 3D rapid prototyping as a contemporary tool to the Fine Arts Department. This spring, the artist was
interviewed by Pamela Burgess, Chair, Theodore Payne Arts Council.
Describe your 2015 TPF Artist-in-Residence project. The
exploration of California native seeds and seed imagery is the
focus of my project. My exhibition at TPF includes drawings of
large seeds floating in "galactic space" and rendered in charcoal
and Prismacolor pencils, as well as sculptures of enlarged seeds
created with 3D print technology and displayed in baskets to
encourage people to pick them up and experience their textures
and forms. Winged, Fluted and Reticulated refers to the textures
and shapes of the seeds.
TPF has an extensive seed program that was founded in
1960. What fascinates you about native seeds? Living in the
high desert, I am always amazed at how wildflowers manage
to grow in such seemingly harsh conditions – heat, wind, low
humidity and, sometimes, lack of rain. It is always interesting
to see which wildflowers will bloom and when, in regard to
environmental conditions. Pods have always attracted me as
sculptural forms, and now I have found even more wonderful
geometry in the seeds themselves, and in their textures that
allow them to grab onto the earth and grow.
What are your impressions of the TPF Seed Room and all
those jars of seeds? The Seed Room at Theodore Payne is
an amazingly well-organized library of plant life and beautiful
natural forms.
As an artist and educator, you have a strong interest in
merging art and technology. When and how did this focus
begin? I think that all artists, in creating their art, merge with
technology. Today there is a tendency to separate art making
into the categories of traditional or digital (or the hand versus
the machine). Technology is the application of discovery. In
art, anything that can create '”contrast” is useful to an artist.
My work has always worked in more than one dimension and
medium. USC encouraged that “bent” by asking me to create
an interdisciplinary class with the Viterbi School of Engineering.
[Ann’s subsequent collaborations and work with information
systems, engineering and 3D printing are fascinating but space
limited us from including that part of the interview! –Ed.]
California has a history of artists working with technology
and exhibitions addressing that subject. Why is that?
Beginning in the 1960s, California artists began looking for other
ways to make and treat sculptural surfaces. They also explored
industrial means of making things, such as vacuum forming, and
plastic was one of the newer materials being utilized by artists.
Research universities were always looking for applications for
their scientific discoveries and oftentimes artists were asked
to be the guinea pigs that tested those applications. Artists
were the ones who would make unusual and interesting use of
technology in order to express their ideas.
Do you envision a disappearance of the artist's "hand"
in art making? Will the mark of the hand be replaced
by holograms or robotic artists? Even if the artist's hand
(modeling of a surface or directing mark making) disappears,

3D Models, 2015
Clockwise from left: Delphinium parishii, Phacelia distans,
Agoseris retrorsa
Sizes range from 3 1/2" to 6 1/2”
ABS plastic

the "art" will be the expression of the artist’s mind and desire
to express experience. All technology from the charred stick
in a pre-historic cave, to 3D printing technology and digital
media are only tools. It is how they are used that creates the
art. Bodily involvement with a form of expression is important,
in that the hand/eye might be sensing tools in determining
the 'rightness' of a given form in three dimensions and in
laying down a color or tone in a specific manner to emphasize
meaning, and I think that will never disappear. The question
is: Will a flat, photo-reproduced image of a Rembrandt be as
enjoyable as seeing the actual painted surface?
How has teaching influenced your work as an artist?
Teaching demands that you articulate ideas clearly, that you
understand the fundamentals of building an image. Making
art demands the same clarity of process, so in some ways
teaching can hone ones skills at problem solving and in
analyzing one’s own work to understand how it can become a
strong, clear and individual statement.
What is your philosophy of teaching? Structure and
flexibility – structure in the learning procedure but with a mind
open to the diversity and level of thinking in students who
come from all different disciplines, skill levels and enthusiasm.
This fall, Ann will be leading a two-part, clay seed-sculpting
workshop at the Foundation on Saturdays: November 7 and
21, 9:00am-12:00pm. Details to come in the next Poppy
Print and at theodorepayne.org.
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summer garden care

What to Do in the Garden Now
Conserve water and energy (including your own): reserve
major planting for cool autumn months. That said, there’s
always work to be done in the garden.
Plant Consider adding riparian (river- and creek-side) and
desert plants to your garden. These natives don’t mind being
watered when it’s warm. Riparian species include: Platanus
racemosa (Western sycamore), Rosa californica (California wild
rose) and Mimulus guttatus (seep monkeyflower). Gardenworthy desert beauties include: Atriplex spp. (quail bush),
Sphaeralcea ambigua (apricot mallow), Abutilon palmeri
(Indian mallow) and Calliandra spp. (fairy duster).
Most grasses and ferns can also be planted now. Our sales
yard staff is on hand for questions and more ideas for
summer planting.
Sow Start warm-season grasses (e.g. Aristida, Agrostis,
Bouteloua, Sporobolus) from seed, as well as easy-to-grow
Achillea millefolium (common yarrow) and heat-tolerant
Eschscholzia californica (California poppy) and Baileya
multiradiata (desert marigold).
Weed Cool-season annual weeds begin to sprout at summer’s
end. Hand pull or hoe them down before they flower and
set seed. Dig deeply to remove dandelion, filaree and other
deep-rooted perennial invaders.
Solarize Over the summer, inland gardeners can solarize
their soil by clearing and leveling an area, watering it deeply
and covering it tightly with clear plastic for four to six weeks.
This non-chemical means of pest management uses the sun’s
rays to control weeds, plant pathogens and other soil-borne
pests. (This technique is less effective along the coast).
To learn more, see ipm.ucdavis.edu/PMG/PESTNOTES/
pn74145.html.
Water New transplants need regular irrigation for one or
more years, until they’re established. Check soil moisture often
and water when the top few inches are dry. Always check the
original root ball and surrounding native soil (the original root
ball may dry out first). To encourage and deep extensive roots,
water deeply – never a little bit (this only encourages soilborne diseases).
Protect container-grown plants and their roots from summer
heat by clustering pots together or double-potting (slipping

summer

smaller pots into larger ones for added insulation).

Established plants need water, too. Even the most droughttolerant natives appreciate a thorough soak or two during
the warm months. Exceptions: Fremontodendron (flannel
bush) and most native bulbs. They prefer bone-dry soil over
the summer.

Prune As
summer
wanes, cut
sages back
by one-third
to one half
to encourage
compact
growth. Leggy
Mimulus
and Encelia
can also be
whacked back
Illustration by Maureen Taylor
now for tighter
habit and
another round of color in the fall. Trim cool-season grasses
(e.g. Aristida, Fesctuca, Melica, Stipa, Sporobolus) to a few
inches above the crown; they will resprout readily in autumn.
Mulch
A 3”-4” layer of mulch insulates roots, keeps weeds at bay and
helps retains soil moisture. Use either organic matter (leaves,
bark, wood fibers – freshly chipped materials are okay) or
decorative rocks or gravel. Both new and established gardens
need mulch between plants all year, every year.
Leave several square meters of soil mulch-free to invite highly
beneficial, ground-nesting native bees and wasps.
Harvest Seed
Gather home-grown native plant seed when brown and dry
(and birds have had their fill). Store in paper bags in a cool dry
location until fall-planting time – or donate some or all of your
seed to the Foundation. A special class for seedy gardeners –
Seeds, Please: Collecting, Processing and Storing Native Plant
Seed from Home Gardens with TPF Seed Program Manager
Genevieve Arnold, Saturday, August 8. (See Classes and
Events, page 4.)

SEED ROOM CHAFF

By Genevieve Arnold, Seed Program Manager

The Seed Program appreciates the following seed donations from their home gardens:

Madena Asbell Mahonia repens Jennifer Bloom Mirabilis californica Lin Cher Marah macrocarpa Jenny Garcia Abutilon
palmeri John Wickham Gilia nevinii Chris Johnson Pinus torreyana Greg & Michie Jones Claytonia perfoliata David Lasher
Encelia californica; Hesperoyucca whipplei Donna Lauber Peritoma arborea Louise Olson Baileya multiradiata; Leptosyne
gigantea; Salvia clevelandii; Marah macrocarpa Kathy Sturdevant Claytonia perfoliata, Ribes aureum var. gracillimum
Thanks also to Susan Steadman and Robert Hughes for their donations of clean jars for seed storage.

TPF Garden Share Network
One of the primary functions of the Seed Program is to regenerate seed of sought-after species, so that it can be made available
to TPF customers. This is a painstaking and rewarding multi-month process that requires in-ground space and long-term
monitoring. But when the harvest comes, the patience pays off! See Nursery News, page 9, to find out how TPF is working to
expand its seed regeneration efforts – and how you can be part of the effort.
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nursery news

Garden Share Network: An opportunity to grow, share and
explore new native plants in your landscape
By Tim Becker, Nursery Manager

TPF’s Horticulture Department is pleased to introduce the Garden Share Network
(GSN), a pilot program to expand the Foundation’s living collection, increase
horticultural knowledge about California’s unique and diverse flora, and grow
these plants from seeds and cuttings collected from the gardens of dedicated
supporters. We view this as an opportunity for native plant enthusiasts to directly
participate in the continuation of Theodore Payne’s legacy of native plant
introduction and cultivation.

We are inspired by the scope and beauty of TPF members’ gardens, as well as
the enthusiasm and commitment of our supporters. This diversity and energy will
be the driving force behind the GSN. Our primary objective is to disseminate a
broad selection of plants and to propagate, observe and gather data about how
these plants react to varying environmental factors (soil, climate, etc.).
Interested gardeners must complete the application available on our website.
Click on Nursery and go to Garden Share Network. Once an application is
accepted, TPF staff will schedule a garden visit to verify eligibility.
Eligibility requirements:
•
•
•

Garden must be at least three years old
Garden must contain some species or cultivars that are uncommon and/or
not currently in TPF’s living collection and/or must have space for new plants
Garden access for TPF staff (upon request and coordinated with homeowner)

Photo © Genevieve Arnold

The Foundation is dedicated to preserving native flora through a living collection
of plants and vast seed bank. However, we are limited by available resources,
primarily accessible growing space. For this reason, a community approach is
vital to our overall efforts to conserve California’s native plant resources. At its
root, the GSN is a partnership between adventurous home gardeners and TPF
horticulture staff, whereby gardeners cultivate and grow plants or seeds provided
by TPF, and we, in turn, accumulate knowledge and harvest plant material, in
order to make more plants available to the public.

Longtime TPF supporter, seed donor and former
webmaster Ken Gilliland poses at Quail Hollow,
the Tujunga garden tended by Ken and his
wife, Rhonda. Home to many choice California
native plants, Quail Hollow is also one of several
prototypes for our new Garden Share Network.

Approved GSN sites will be included in a database, allowing us to match gardens with our seed and plant inventory. As stock
becomes available, participants will be contacted regarding species and cultivars available for “adoption.” By accepting,
participants acknowledge that we may know very little about a particular plant and how it will perform in a garden setting. Herein
lies the beauty of this project: it is truly an experiment in native plant horticulture. Participants will be helping to pioneer the
cultivation and potential introduction of new plants that may become valuable additions to our nursery offerings.
Benefits for participating in the GSN include free seed or stock plants, as well as a credit for a propagation or seed-sowing class at
the Foundation.
At this time, there is no set quantity on plants to be dispersed amongst GSN gardens, but we expect that members will receive
between one and five different plants per garden during each growing season. For those interested in hosting seed regeneration
sites for annual wild flowers, the quantity of seeds will be determined on a case-by-case basis.
TPF wants applicants to understand that through involvement in this program, they are committing a small amount of time and
space to a much larger goal: the preservation and accumulation of knowledge about California’s abundant native flora. It’s a
mission we wouldn’t be able to achieve without our loyal supporters and one we look forward to sharing with new partners in the
Garden Share Network.
Mark your calendars! Be a garden host!

13th ANNUAL THEODORE PAYNE NATIVE PLANT GARDEN TOUR
Saturday & Sunday, April 2 & 3, 2016
Applications are being accepted for our 2016 tour. Gardens must located in Los Angeles County,
contain at least 50% California native plants and no exotic invasive species.
Saturday, April 2, will feature Mid-city, Westside and South Bay gardens.
Sunday, April 3, will showcase inland locations, including San Fernando and San Gabriel valleys.
To apply, go to www.nativeplantgardentour.org/apply/
Applications will be reviewed between August 1 and October 1, 2015.
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volunteer profile

Barbara Quesada

By Andrew Chaves, Manager of Operations and Volunteer Engagement
In her first year at the Foundation, Barbara Quesada has become a valued
and productive volunteer at TPF’s administrative office. On a weekly basis,
she assists staff with customer service, tech support and data entry. Barbara
is the kind of volunteer that any non-profit would love to have: she comes
back frequently, even after helping with some of the not-so-glamourous but
vital tasks. Thanks to the work and commitment of supporters like Barbara,
TPF can offer more to the community.

What sparked your interest in California native plants, and how were
you introduced to the Foundation and the volunteer program? I wanted
a beautiful hummingbird and butterfly garden but also knew that I needed
plants that are drought-tolerant. In the spring of 2014, I visited the Be
Water Wise website, took some of their online classes, and was looking for
more classes when I discovered the TPF website. I was so happy to learn
that volunteers could use their accumulated hours as credit towards the
cost of classes!
Do you have a favorite California native plant? Probably Woolly Blue
Curls (Trichostema lanatum), because of its scent and color.
Which volunteer activities do you look forward to? Right now, cashiering because it gives me the opportunity to interact with
and help customers, and also to learn about native plants by overhearing advice that professional staff gives customers and by
relaying answers to customers from the staff.
What keeps you coming back? I feel appreciated here. The staff makes me feel that my work here makes a difference. And the
classes. There are still more classes I want to take…there's lots for me to learn here.
What do you find most challenging about gardening with natives? At this point in my learning, I would have to say it's
knowing when to water and how much water to give each plant.
What would you tell someone who is thinking about volunteering? I would say: "Welcome. We'd love to have you.”

What do you do when you aren't volunteering? I have a part-time job as an administrative assistant, and I'm a mom to two
little dogs, Alex and Freddie. And, of course, you can find me in my own garden, relaxing and sipping on a cup of coffee as I
watch the wildlife. It is very peaceful.
What might someone be surprised to know about you? Most people are surprised to know that I am of Costa Rican descent
and am bilingual. My family immigrated to the U.S. when I was a baby.

Have You Visited the TPF Book Store Lately?
We’ve stocked the shelves with many new titles for gardeners and nature lovers of
all ages. Consider adding these to your library:
Landscape for Living by Garrett Eckbo – A time-honored tome by one of
California’s greatest landscape architects. First published in 1950, the author’s
innovative philosophy, principles and designs hold true.
A Field Guide to California Lichens by Stephen Sharnoff. A richly illustrated
celebration of ancient, abundant, astonishing and very photogenic organisms that
hug our rocks, hang from our trees and are crucial to native ecosystems.
A Seed is Sleepy by Dianna Hutts Aston with illustrations by Sylvia Long Per the publisher: “Poetic in voice and elegant in design,
the book introduces children to a fascinating array of seed and plant facts…” Also in stock and by the same talented team: A Nest
is Noisy, A Rock is Lively and A Butterfly is Patient.
Welcome to Subirdia: Sharing Our Neighborhoods with Wrens, Robins, Woodpeckers, and Other Wildlife by John M. Marzluff.
Discover the incredible biological diversity of birds and other creatures that inhabit our developed world. This fascinating and
optimistic book provides strategies to make human environments friendlier for our “natural neighbors.”
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Have you always been interested in gardening? No, not always. When
living in Mar Vista back in the late 90s, I started growing and propagating
non-native fuchsias, and when I bought my home in Pasadena, I started
growing roses. It wasn't until 2011 – when my friend Antonio and I decided
to create a hummingbird and butterfly garden in the back yard – that
gardening became my new hobby,

celebrating our

volunteers

Summer is great time to volunteer at the Foundation. There is always work to do on the grounds, but many important tasks are
handled indoors in our air-conditioned offices! We need seed-packet stuffers, data enterers, old-record shredders, t-shirt folders
and more. Occasional or regular shifts are available.
For more information about the volunteer program, go to theodorepayne.org/volunteer, or contact Andrew Chaves at andrew@
theodorepayne.org. As always, volunteer hours are rewarded with friends, free classes at the Foundation and the gratification of
helping preserve California native plants!

2015 Garden Tour Docents (115+ hours were
donated by docents just for the garden tour!) Brandi
Anderson, Carol Aronson, Sarah Bacon, Amanda
Bashir, Judy Bass, Laurice Becker, Mary Brooks, Gail
Butensky, Bill Butler, Eric Callow, Jennifer Carlisle,
Melissa Carnehl, Leslie Carothers-Aromaa, Mardi
Caruso, Coral Crawford, Snowdy Dodson, Bob
Dowling, Ros Dowling, Alan Duke, Dee Farnsworth,
Tina Graf, Joe Grant, Janice Green, Sara Hage,
Marilynn Hildebrandt, Curt Hill, Deb Hill, Cynthia
Jackson, Aeriana Jones, Janica Jones, Thomas
Juhaz, Lynnette Kampe, Rachel Knotz, Nina Lowy,
Desiree Machado, Anne MacCormack, Sandy
Masuo, Shelley Matousek, Frances McAdam, Betty
McKenny, Kicker McKenny, Susan Merlett, Beth
Miles, Carol Norcross, January Nordman, Cathy
Novak, Tricia O’Connell, Ben Oswald, Phoebe
Ozuna, Jean Parry, Dawn Petersen-Amend, Miss
Pyre, Barbara Quesada, Betty Rick, Sylvia Robinson, In June, First Saturday volunteers began prepping the landscape around our new
Heather Sabin, Anita Sheridan, Anji Simon, Steven
educational facilities. Progress!
Singer, Sarai Sosa, Lynn Spanovich, Mark Uhlmann,
Mitzi Zack Walters, Gail Wesson
Archives, Library and Bulb Collection John Wickham

Poppy Days Plant Sale Brandi Anderson, Patrick Barnes, Mary Brooks, Ted Bruins, Osbaldo Chavez, Lin Cher, Paula Delfosse,
Snowdy Dodson, Alan Duke, Stacy Durrell, Santiago Fernandez, Dennis Gaudenti, Curt Hill, Deb Hill, Kathleen Johnson, Lynnette
Kampe, Rachel Knotz, Parus Lackey, Mercy Lambert, Victoria Mabry, Kate Mrgudic, Laura Phy, Allan R. Reyes, Sylvia Robinson,
Joya Salas, Janet Siechert, Steven Singer, Mike Sovich, Joe Stauffer, Kathy Tardy, Allison Tokunaga
First Saturday Carol Aronson, Mary Brooks, Lin Cher, Stephanie Chu, Nathan Dalleska, Weina Dinata, Snowdy Dodson, Dee
Farnsworth, Karin Flores, Ben Grangerean, Lisa Grangerean, Joe Grant, Tim Inglish, Jeff Jamison, Jon Joyce, Fannie Kilian, Amy
Litton, Jack Maruyama, Kate Maruyama, Reed Maruyama, Heather McNaught, Louise Olson, Jose Palomino, Cindy Park, Lucille
Park, Heather Patton, Pyre, Jay Schoenau, Jack Schooley, Bryan Sibbrel, Spencer Sibbrel, Duncan Sinclair, Steven Singer, Margaret
Steele, Katherine Varin, Pamela Wynne
Hollywood Farmers’ Market Carol Aronson, Richard Carlos, Mardi Caruso, Susanne Lambert, Steve Singer, Mitzi Zack Walters
Outreach and K-12 Programs Brandi Anderson, Alan Duke, Sylvia Robinson
L.A. Arboretum Frances McAdam, Kathleen Orth, Duncan Sinclair

Office/Bookstore Amanda Bashir, Bettina Gatti, Mary Glazer, Katherine Hashimoto, Deb Hill, Olga Palo, Barbara Quesada, Allan
R. Reyes, Margaret Steele, Julie Takayama
Sales Yard Ted Bruins, Alan Duke, Mary Glazer, Jon Joyce, Mercy Lambert, Frederick Maupin, Kathleen Orth, Olga Palo, Allison
Tokunaga
Seed Room Mardi Caruso, Lin Cher, Jim Conley, Mary Glazer, Lynnette Kampe, Petra Nichols, Louise Olson, Kathleen Orth, Olga
Palo, Allan Roman Reyes, Jay Schoenau, Margaret Steele, Kathy Tardy, Harriet Torosyan
Theodore Payne Arts Council Miyoshi Barosh, Janet Blank, Pamela Burgess, Andrew Chaves, Beverly Crist, Snowdy Dodson,
Joan Harrison, Michael Lewis Miller, Ellen Steel, Vilma Mendillo, Kristina Newhouse, Allan Roman Reyes, Laura Stickney
– A.C.
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TPF Volunteers by the Numbers
Year to date: 1730 hours served by 120 volunteers
(outnumbering staff 9:1)
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Each month we feature a different species or cultivar and offer it at a 20% discount to members.
This season’s three plants are all included in our Local Source Initiative (LSI), a program to acquire plant material and propagate
species from our local watersheds, and then offer them to local gardeners for their gardens. These and other LSI plants are
specially marked on our weekly online inventory and sales yard signage.
JULY Keckiella cordifolia – Heart-leaved Penstemon (Plantaginaceae, formerly in Scrophulariaceae)
A central and southern California beauty with spring/summer blossoms that hummingbirds adore.
From California Native Plants, Theodore Payne's 1941 catalog: "A sprawling shrub or climber, reaching
a height of 6 to 8 feet. Often found clambering over other shrubs or trailing over banks. Leaves heartshaped, glossy green resembling those of the garden fuchsia. Flowers large, brilliant orange scarlet.”
Moderate to low water; full sun on the coast to part-shade inland; accepts clay soil; summer deciduous;
cold hardy (one source states to -5°F).
AUGUST Diplacus (Mimulus) aurantiacus – Sticky Monkeyflower (Phrymaceae, formerly in
Scrophulariaceae)
This widespread hummingbird favorite is also a forage source for Common Checkerspot and Buckeye
butterflies. Introduced into cultivation by Theodore Payne. From Mr. Payne's 1941 catalog: "Small
shrub 2 to 4 feet high, found growing on many hillsides and flowering profusely in late spring and early
summer, when the plants are covered with masses of large buff or salmon-colored blossoms which
resemble an azalea in shape. If watered the plants have a long season of bloom.” Accepts full sun to
part shade; tolerates heavy soils; low to occasional water; semi-deciduous; hardy to 15°F.
SEPTEMBER Ceanothus spinosus -- Greenbark Ceanothus (Rhamnaceae)
A tree-form Ceanothus that occurs from San Luis Obispo to Baja California. Recommended as an
informal screen or barrier plant and as excellent cover for quail and other wildlife. Introduced into
cultivation by Theodore Payne. In 1941, he wrote: "Tall shrub 8 to 20 feet high. Bright green foliage and
branches; slightly spiny. Light blue flowers in large trusses from February to April. Of rapid growth and
one of the best for places where a large shrub is required. Not particular about kind of soil, will stand
watering and severe pruning.” Full to part sun; excellent erosion control; evergreen; accepts heavy soil
but prefers good drainage; hardy to 15°F.
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