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 May 29, 2020 

This is the last report of the season. Theodore Payne Foundation’s Wild Flower Hotline is 
made possible by donations, memberships and sponsors. Thank you for supporting the 
Hotline.  

Some trails throughout Southern California are once again accessible. This however may 
vary regionally, so it is strongly advised to check websites for national, state, county and 
city parks before visiting. Always wear masks and practice social distancing on trails. 

Along the narrow and lonely Route 155, between Rte. 65 and Lake Isabella, the Sierra 
foothills are displaying speckled clarkia (Clarkia cylindrica) and California flannel bush 
(Fremontodendron californicum), among other flowers. 

          
                          Southern Sierra foothills. California flannel bush (Fremontodendron californicum), 

speckled clarkia (Clarkia cylindrica). Photos by Gregory Frank. 

In the Southern Sierra foothills, summer has arrived as the temperatures close in on 100 
degrees this week. Still, there are flowers to find. Blooming amidst the straw colored, dried, 
non-native grasslands, the bright pink of speckled Clarkia (Clarkia cylindrica subsp. 
clavicarpa) and the long blooming elegant madia (Madia elegans) provide a lingering grace 
to a landscape past flowering prime. This pink n’ yellow duo, while fading and going to 
seed, still create splashes of color in the moister and partially shady areas. Queen of these 
early summer days is the royal harvest brodiaea (Brodiaea elegans) which along with their 
other bulb-flowering cousins are enjoying a pretty good year. Where water is still present, 
the yellow, creek monkey flower (Erythranthe guttata) is still blooming along with the 
nuanced tinted collinsia (Collinsia tinctoria). Long blooming rock bush monkey flower 
(Diplacus calycinus) is still showy and several other perennials are beginning their bloom 
during these early summer days. Prominent among them are chaparral honeysuckle  
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(Lonicera interrupta) and soap plant (Chlorogalum sp.). California buckeye (Aesculus 
californica) flowers are fading but their fragrance is still sweet and strong along the 
woodland trails. During these dry days of early summer, Indian milkweed (Asclepias 
eriocarpa) is blooming and along with carpets of bright yellow Heermann’s tarplant 
(Holocarpha heermannii) will attract many wonderous butterflies and brighten trail sides 
while bringing sustenance to their companion woodland pollinators. 
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.  

Sierra Foothills. Speckled clarkia, elegant madia, royal harvest brodiaea, Indian milkweed, chaparral 
honeysuckle, Heermann’s tarplant, California buckeye. Photos by Michael Wall 

 

In the Santa Monica Mountains, the Circle X Ranch is gloriously in bloom and on its way to 
recovering from the Woolsey Fire eighteen months ago. The fire-following bleeding heart 
poppies are now six feet tall and form a dense forest on many of the hillsides that burned. 
Wild morning glory is ever present too. The first part of the Grotto Trail is also thick with 
golden yarrow (Eriophyllum confertiflorum), white pincushion (Chaenactis sp.) and rose 
snapdragon (Antirrhinum multiflorum). The water is running in the creek and there is a lot 
of creek monkey flower creek monkey flower (Erythranthe guttata) and an occasional 
scarlet monkey flower (Erythranthe cardinalis). The rocky hillside up to the meadow is 
coated with elegant clarkia (Clarkia unguiculata), turning the hillside a hot pink color. Small 
dudleya (Dudleya sp.) blooms poke out from the rocks. The area of the canyon floor did 
not burn and there is water in the creek as it passes through the grotto. It is deeply 
inspiring to see this beautiful landscape recovering from a devastating fire.   
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Fire-recovering trail, Circle X Ranch. Photo by Dorothy Steinicke 

Along State Route 74 in the San Jacinto Mountains, between Lake Hemet and Keen Camp 
Summit, there are still hillsides of blue, lavender and purple color from the volcanic gilia 
(Gilia ochroleuca ssp, exilis), globe gilia (Gilia capitata), and Chinese houses (Collinsia 
concolor), in the burn area on north-facing slopes. There is lots of color to be seen along a 
steep eroded dirt road up Baldy Mountain, a little-known peak just west of Lake Hemet. By 
the way, do not confuse this peak with Mt. Baldy in the San Gabriel Mountains. The hike 
follows the power lines up Baldy Mountain, from 4500 to 5300 feet elevation. There are 
wonderful displays of showy penstemon (Penstemon spectabilis), golden eardrops 
(Ehrendorferia chrysantha), large leaved lotus (Acmispon grandifloras), and globe gilia 
(Gilia capitata). Some of the annuals are starting to decline at those elevations, with peak 
bloom now probably at 6000 to 6500 feet elevation. 

The last TPF Wildflower Report of 2020 doesn’t mean the bloom is over at the Habitat 
Gardens of Elizabeth Learning Center! Most of their wildflower show can be seen from 
Elizabeth Street in front of the campus. Explore the Desert Habitat Garden to find sweet 
bush (Bebbia juncea), thistle sage (Salvia carduacea), desert sand verbena (Abronia 
villosa), creosote bush (Larrea tridenata), catclaw (Sengalia greggii), elephant tree 
(Bursera microphylla), sticky germander (Teucrium glandulosum), desert lavender 
(Condea emoryi), apricot mallow (Sphaeralcea ambigua), bladderpod (Peritoma arborea), 
desert holly (Atriplex hymenelytra), Spanish needle (Palafoxia arida), fish hook cactus 
(Mammillaria dioica), beavertail cactus (Opuntia basilaris), skeleton milkweed (Asclepias 
subulata), jojoba (Simmondsia chinensis), brittle bush (Encelia farinosa), five needle 
prickly leaf (Thymophylla pentachaeta), chuparosa (Justicia californica), desert marigold 
(Baileya multiradiata), silver puffs (Uropappus lindleyi), blue bells (Phacelia campanularia), 
bird’s eye gilia (Gilia tricolor), owl’s clover (Castilleja exserta), and wish bone bush 
(Mirabilis laevis var. villosa). The Vernal Pool Habitat Garden has Orcutt’s bird’s-beak 
(Dicranostegia orcuttiana), dove weed (Croton setiger), San Diego mesa mint (Pogogyne 
abramsii), San Diego button celery (Eryngium aristulatum var. parishii), thread-leaved 
brodiaea (Brodiaea filifolia), woolly marbles (Psilocarphus brevissimus), blue dicks 
(Dichelostemma capitatum), Otay mountain lotus (Hosackia crassifolia), calico 
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monkeyflower (Diplacus pictus), globe gilia (Gilia capitata), miniature lupine (Lupinus 
bicolor), tidy tips (Layia platyglossa), sawtooth goldenbush (Hazardia squarrosa), 
California poppy (Eschscholzia californica), spinescrub (Adolphia californica), California 
sage (Salvia californica), chia (Salvia columbariae), chamise (Adenostoma fasciculatum), 
boxthorn (Lycium californicum), and goldfields (Lasthenia glabrata). Some additional 
species in the Chaparral Habitat Garden include woolly Indian paintbrush (Castilleja 
foliolosa), Stebbin’s morning glory (Calystegia stebbinsii), Apache plume (Fallugia 
paradoxa), mesa horkelia (Horkelia cuneata puberula), black sage (Salvia mellifera), white 
sage (Salvia apiana), pink fairy duster (Calliandra eriophylla), torhleaf goldeneye (Viguiera 
laciniata), sugar bush (Rhus ovata), Santa Cruz island buckwheat (Eriogonum 
arborescens), channel island tree poppy (Dendromecon harfordii), matilija poppy 
(Romneya coulteri), and Orcutt’s hazardia (Hazardia orcuttii). Elizabeth Learning Center is 
located off Elizabeth Street between Atlantic and Wilcox Avenues in Cudahy. 
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Elizabeth Learning Center Habitat Gardens. Photos by George Nanoski. 

 
That concludes the 2020 wild flower reporting season. Join us again in Sprig 2021. 
Meanwhile stay safe. Please visit online at theodorepayne.org for updates on access to 
TPF facilities 
 
NATIVE PLANT AND WILD FLOWER EVENTS   

THEODORE PAYNE FOUNDATION For the sake of public health and safety, Theodore 
Payne Foundation is temporarily closed to the public. A new, pay by phone, contactless 
plant pickup system is now available. A silver lining to this crisis is that you’ll be able to put 
extra time into your garden, and plants will be available for pickup. Details here. 

TPF POPPY HOUR - FRIDAYS, 5:30-6:30 PST                                                              
Join the online community as Theodore Payne Foundation hosts a one-hour celebration of 
California native plants via either Zoom or Youtube.   

Friday, May 29th is the season finale of Poppy Hour. We’ll begin with a visit to the ever-
inspiring Gottlieb Native Garden, then explore indigenous perspectives on cooking with 
native plants with Abe Sanchez from Chia Café Collective. We’ll end with Casey Schreiner 
from Modern Hiker and talk So Cal trail habitat and etiquette in a pandemic culture. 
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