
 Theodore Payne Foundation  
Wild Flower Hotline | May 24, 2024 

 
SANTA MONICA MOUNTAINS 
 

Paramount Ranch in the Santa Monica Mountains near Agoura Hills is the 
site of an elaborate movie set used for filming westerns.  The set and 
surrounding chaparral habitat was destroyed in the Woolsey Fire of 2018. 
The western movie location is now being reconstructed and the natural 
chaparral landscape has made a strong resurgence as well. Construction 
fencing and abundant non-native weedy plants greet you as you approach 
the beginning of the trail from the parking lot—not a promising sight. Continue 
further, however, and the “behind the scenes” trail opens to a lovely walk with 
valley views and a refreshed natural habitat chock full of blooming natives. 
The creek that parallels this pathway is banked with yellow seep monkey 
flowers (Erythranthe guttata)  

that like the moist soils there. Then you start seeing purple nightshade 
(Solanum xanti), Western vervain (Verbena lasiostachys), California 
everlasting (Pseudognaphalium californicum), elderberry (Sambucus 
mexicana), morning glory (Calystegia macrostegia), elegant clarkia (Clarkia 
unguiculata) and owl’s clover (Castilleja exerta) blooming alongside the trail. 
In the distance there are great swaths of golden yarrow (Eriophyllum 
confertiflorum) and scattered clumps of blue foothill penstemon (Penstemon 
heterophyllus) forming a stunning tapestry of gold and blue. Rose colored 
Nuttall’s snapdragon (Antirrhinum nuttallianum) and blush pink Catalina 
mariposa lilies (Calochortus catalinae) are tucked into the hillside grasses. 
Scattered on the adjacent and distant slopes, are the tall spires of blooming 
chaparral yucca (Hesperoyucca whipplei). This is an easy and pleasant loop 
trail, and right now there’s a diversity of showy flowering natives. 
  

https://www.samofund.org/paramount-project


  

 

Nuttall’s snapdragon (Antirrhinum nuttallianum), Catalina mariposa liliy (Calochortus catalinae), seep 
monkey flower (Erythranthe guttata). Photos by Michael Wall.  

 
 
SAN GABRIEL MOUNTAIN REGION  
 
Spring came very late to Placerita Canyon Nature Center this year. Wildflowers were 
hesitant to expose themselves to the chilly temperatures that hung around for so long 
this spring. Recent sunny and warm days have coaxed out the shy wildflowers just in 
time to delight visitors this holiday weekend. The surrounding landscape is in beautiful, 
fragrant bloom now and two favorite hikes at the Nature Center — the Walker Cabin 
Trail and the Ecology Trail, showcase this magnificent chaparral bloom.  Elderberry 
(Sambucus mexicana) and chamise (Adenostoma fasciculatum) have large sprays of 
creamy white flowers and serve as a handsome backdrop to colorful perennials 
including black sage (Salvia mellifera), California buckwheat (Eriogonum fasciculatum), 
yerba santa (Eriodictyon crassifolium), scarlet bugler (Penstemon centranthifolius) 
deerweed (Acmispon glaber), woolly blue curls (Trichostema lanatum) and orange and 
red bush monkeyflowers (Diplacus aurantiacus). Annuals lining the trails and filling in 
the spaces between the perennials include purple pagodas (Collinsia heterophylla), 
yellow pincushions (Chaenactis glabriuscula), sun cups (Camissoniopsis intermedia), 
cobweb thistle (Cirsium occidentale), winecup clarkia (Clarkia purpurea), golden yarrow 
(Eriophyllum confertiflorum), California ladies’ tobacco (Pseudognaphalium 
californicum) bright pink elegant clarkia (Clarkia unquiculata) and many more. Placerita 
would be a great family outing for the holiday weekend. 

https://www.google.com/maps/uv?pb=!1s0x80c28f4b6d1eb6c5%3A0x794316cf1473b5fe!3m1!7e115!4s%2Fmaps%2Fplace%2Fplacerita%2Bcanyon%2Bnature%2Bcenter%2F%4034.3776781%2C-118.4703066%2C3a%2C75y%2C82.98h%2C90t%2Fdata%3D*213m4*211e1*213m2*211sTF4PPxVovk8RMr35pOYwMQ*212e0*214m2*213m1*211s0x80c28f4b6d1eb6c5%3A0x794316cf1473b5fe%3Fsa%3DX%26ved%3D2ahUKEwjUlOvv25-GAxVxGzQIHfVOCqMQpx96BAgSEAA%26hl%3Den!5splacerita%20canyon%20nature%20center%20-%20Google%20Search!15sCgIgAQ&imagekey=!1e10!2sAF1QipNDDiOiVuWsehnjWDj0EdawENVW200hpcmcbv4v&hl=en&ved=1t%3A206134&ictx=111


 

 

 

   



Deerweed (Acmispon glaber), elderberry (Sambucus mexicana), winecup clarkia (Clarkia purpurea). 
Photos by Michael Wall. 
 

 
Narrowleaf milkweed (Asclepias fascicularis) proliferates in the Demonstration Garden 
at the Theodore Payne Foundation and Monarch butterflies are visiting! Also, in the 
demonstration garden visitors are oohing and awing at the Matilija poppies (Romneya 
coulteri) known for their large, white flowers and center of yellow stamens giving it the 
appearance of a fried egg (sunny side up). Other floral delicacies include woolly blue 
curls (Trichostema lanatum), white sage (Salvia apiana), deerweed (Acmispon glaber), 
firecracker penstemon (Penstemon eatonii) and fairy duster (Calliandra 
eriophylla). These SoCal beauties are joined by some southern neighbors— the Baja 
California nightshade Baja California spurge (Euphorbia xanti) and Baja bush sunflower 
(Encelia ventorum). Look here too for the penstemon cousins—showy penstemon 
(Penstemon spectabilis) and  
desert penstemon (Penstemon pseudospectabilis) aside the desert marigold (Baileya 
multiradiata).The nursery area is where visitors enjoy seeing iconic spring wildflowers 
including baby blue eyes (Nemophila menziesii), elegant clarkia (Clarkia unguiculata), 
blue eyed grass (Sisyrinchium bellum), golden yarrow (Eriophyllum confertiflorum), 
Arroyo lupine (Lupinus succulentus), common phacelia (Phacelia distans) and California 
poppies (Eschscholzia californica). A special treat awaits the visitor to the Shade 
Garden where the very floriferous and rare bush anemone (Carpenteria californica) is 
growing. Hiking up Wildflower Hill, your senses will quicken with mysterious sights and 
smells.  The distinct aromas of white sage (Salvia apiana), black sage (Salvia mellifera) 
and purple sage (Salvia leucophylla) may seem familiar, but the scents coming from 
California cudweed (Pseudognaphalium californicum) and vinegarweed (Trichostema 
lanceolatum) might be alien, but not unpleasant! Enjoy the riotously funny sight of 
bumble bees trying to maneuver into the nectar rich clarkias, showy penstemons, and 
phacelias along the trail. 
 
 
 
 
 

Above the Mojave Desert along the north slopes of the San Gabriel Mountains, road 
trips lead in every direction to picturesque desert vistas and wildflowers. Driving from 
Wrightwood west to Devil’s Punchbowl, roads like Big Pines Hwy, Valyermo, Palette 
Creek, Fort Tejon and Mt. Emma Roads near the Little Rock Recreation Area deliver 
special treats for day trippers. There are also areas to pull off and search more closely 
for those treasures here and there above gullies and along off-road-carved trails. The 
luminous pinkish lavender flowered Mojave aster (Xylorhiza tortifolia) is standing out on 
road cuts and along gullies off-road. Stands of vivid purple-blue chia sage (Salvia 
columbariae), yellow Bigelow’s coreopsis (Leptosyne bigelovii), mixed with white tidy 
tips (Layia glandulosa) and brilliant red desert paintbrush (Castilleja chromosa) can be 
nearby, but still away, from the roadsides and down and into the gullies.  Lush bushes 
of deep blue-purple Dorr’s sage (Salvia dorrii) are occupying space there as well and 
filling the warm desert air with the distinct scent of sage. Pink desert calico 
(Loeseliastrum matthewsii), growing low in sandy and loose granite as a “belly flower”, 

https://theodorepayne.org/
https://www.google.com/maps/dir/Wrightwood,+CA/Devil's+Punchbowl+Natural+Area,+28000+Devils+Punchbowl+Rd,+Pearblossom,+CA+93553/@34.4152567,-117.7539423,12z/am=t/data=!4m17!4m16!1m5!1m1!1s0x80c3157bdc23b915:0xac24180e676b6e94!2m2!1d-117.6333884!2d34.3608341!1m5!1m1!1s0x874022c5d4c8a0b9:0xb3c7e98d92216f05!2m2!1d-117.858257!2d34.4139067!6m3!1i0!2i2!3i1?entry=ttu
https://www.google.com/maps/dir/Wrightwood,+CA/Devil's+Punchbowl+Natural+Area,+28000+Devils+Punchbowl+Rd,+Pearblossom,+CA+93553/@34.4152567,-117.7539423,12z/am=t/data=!4m17!4m16!1m5!1m1!1s0x80c3157bdc23b915:0xac24180e676b6e94!2m2!1d-117.6333884!2d34.3608341!1m5!1m1!1s0x874022c5d4c8a0b9:0xb3c7e98d92216f05!2m2!1d-117.858257!2d34.4139067!6m3!1i0!2i2!3i1?entry=ttu


may take some bending of knees to get a careful look. It is well worth the effort! Be 
cautious when pulling off and walking near roadsides.  
 

  

 
Mojave aster (Xylorhiza tortifolia), desert paintbrush (Castilleja chromosa), Dorr’s sage (Salvia dorrii). 
Photos by Mike Letteriello. 

 
 
Cute dudleya species (Dudleya spp.), commonly known as liveforevers, are blooming in 
the garden region east of the main Mesa at the California Botanic Garden. Purple 
pagodas (Collinsia heterophylla) are blooming alongside pink elegant clarkias (Clarkia 
unguiculata), blue-purple showy penstemons (Penstemon spectabilis), shimmering 
orange California poppies (Eschscholzia californica), and peachy-orange bush 
monkeyflowers (Diplacus aurantiacus). The California buckeyes trees (Aesculus 
californica) are in flower, and they look and smell lovely. Another incredibly interesting 
bloom that can be spotted on the west side of the mesa is blue flax (Linum lewisii), a 
true blue flower. Mid Mesa, In the Cultivar Garden, pink California wild rose (Rosa sp.), 
coral-orange globe mallows (Sphaeralcea ambigua), and yellow, pink, and white chick 

https://www.calbg.org/


lupines (Lupinus microcarpus) are putting on a show. Sages (Salvia spp.) in varying 
pinks and purples are blooming throughout the garden, and the white sages (Salvia 
apiana) are looking especially spectacular. In the communities area north of the mesa, 
multiple species of lupines are flowering, including the grape soda lupine (Lupinus 
excubitus) and the silver lupine (Lupinus albifrons).  
 

  

  
California buckeye (Aesculus californica), blue flax (Linum lewisii), dudleya (Dudleya sp.). Photos 
courtesy of CalBG. 
 
 

 
INLAND EMPIRE – RIVERSIDE, SAN BERNARDINO COUNTIES 
 
There's a nice bloom in Landers, Yucca Valley, both along Linn Road between Belfield 
Blvd and Landers Lane and on Reche Road. Wildflowers include creosote bush (Larrea 
tridentata), desert calico (Loeseliastrum matthewsii), basket evening primrose 
(Oenothera deltoides), desert sand verbena (Abronia villosa), Mojave Desert woolly 
aster (Eriophyllum mojavensis), desert senna (Senna armata), prickly poppy (Argemone 
munita), desert dandelion (Malacothrix glabrata), white daisy tidy tips (Layia 
glandulosa), woolly daisy (Eriophyllum wallacei), and desert marigold (Baileya 
multiradiata). Hidden Valley Nature Trail and Ryan Mountain Trail, cacti are in bloom in 
this northern part of Joshua Tree National Park including Mojave mound cactus 
(Echinocereus mojavensis), hedgehog cactus (Echinocereus engelmannii), and 
beavertail cactus (Optuntia basilaris). The showstopper, though, is Parry's beargrass 
(Nolina parryi) along the Hidden Valley Trail. Other wildflowers are sprinkled around 

https://www.nps.gov/jotr/index.htm


including Mojave woodaster (Xylorhiza tortifolia), Panamint live forever (Dudleya 
saxosa), narrowleaf goldenbush (Ericameria linearifolia), desert bluebells (Phacelia 
minor), chaparral beardtongue (Keckiella antirrhinoides), and more. It is definitely past 
peak, however, there are lots of pretty wildflowers to find. 
 

  

 
Panamint live forever (Dudleya saxosa), prickly poppy (Argemone munita), Mojave woodaster (Xylorhiza 
tortifolia). Photos by Barbara Eisenstein. 

 
As spring wildflowers fade at low elevations, flower peepers need to travel up in 
elevation, where in some places, the bloom is just beginning. One such locality is Old 
Control Road near Idyllwild. Exit State Route 243 at the Road sign indicating Idyllwild 
Arts Academy. Continue along the road past the Academy. Old Control Road is in 
terrible shape due to the past winter weather, but visitors tell me they have pulled off 
and just walked, botanizing along the road at a leisurely pace for as long as they wanted 
before returning to their car. It is a delightful little excursion! There is still flowering 
whitethorn ceanothus (Ceanothus leucodermis) in all its gorgeous hues of blue, 
handsome bush poppy (Dendromecon rigida), tiny but charming, cryptantha (Cryptantha 
intermedia), school bells (Dipterostemon capitatus), slender popcorn flower 
(Plagiobothrys tenellus), and owl’s clover (Castilleja exerta). Baby blue eyes (Nemophila 
menziesii), wild canterbury bells (Phacelia minor), Indian pinks (Silene laciniata), and 
clarkias (Clarkia spp.) are just beginning their bloom. One highlight is seeing two 

https://www.google.com/maps/place/Old+Control+Rd,+California/@33.7324474,-116.7540343,13z/data=!4m6!3m5!1s0x80db12bc583301fb:0xee144984f9248bab!8m2!3d33.737087!4d-116.772445!16s%2Fg%2F1tdlhldl?hl=en&entry=ttu
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Old+Control+Rd,+California/@33.7324474,-116.7540343,13z/data=!4m6!3m5!1s0x80db12bc583301fb:0xee144984f9248bab!8m2!3d33.737087!4d-116.772445!16s%2Fg%2F1tdlhldl?hl=en&entry=ttu


species of woodland star (Lithophragma affine & L. bolanderi) in flower at places, but 
the best treasure of your hunt will be the rare, but plentiful at this location, small-
flowered fairy poppy (Meconella denticulata).  
 

  

 
Old Control Road, woodland star (Lithophragma affine), small-flowered fairy poppy (Meconella 
denticulata).  Photos by Tom Chester. 
 
 

The Ramona Trail off Hwy 74 near Mt. Center in the San Jacinto Mtns is in full “fire-
follower” bloom. The display of flowers usually popping up on recent burn sites as first 
colonizers, is better than expected hikers noted, and way better than it appears from the 
bottom of the trail. The flower display in the burn area is a clear botanical highlight and 
“ablaze”, if you will, with lovely colors. Short lobed phacelia (Phacelia brachyloba) and 
common cryptantha (Cryptantha intermedia) are the most abundant plants by far, in 
uncountable numbers. Dotted amongst the white cloud of phacelia and cryptantha 
flowers are the vivid blue and purples of Canterbury bells (Phacelia minor), school bells 
(Dipterostemon capitatus), globe gilia (Gilia capitata) and larkspur (Delphinium parryi), 
mixed with patches of coral-colored desert mallow (Sphaeralcea ambigua). golden 
yarrow (Eriophyllum confertiflorum), and annual monkeyflowers— the wide-throated 
monkeyflower (Diplacus brevipes) and the bright pink Fremont’s monkeyflower 

https://www.fs.usda.gov/recarea/sbnf/recarea/?recid=26495


(Diplacus fremontii). Oh, and the views of mountain slopes and valleys are spectacular 
from this trail.   
 

 

 



 \

 
Ramona Trail burn site recovery wldflowers. Photos by Tom Chester and Don Rideout. 

 
 
NATIVE PLANT SCHOOL GARDENS – L.A. REGION.  
.  
Wildflowerpalooza is in full effect at Elizabeth Learning Center’s Habitat Gardens! 
Colorful beauties in the Desert Habitat Garden include beavertail cactus (Opuntia 
basilaris), paper bag bush (Scutellaria mexicana), desert beardtongue (Penstemon 
fruticiformis var. fruticiformis), desert tobacco (Nicotiana obtusifolia), desert wishbone 
bush (Mirabilis laevis), catclaw (Senegalia greggii), creosote bush (Larrea tridentata), 
desert lavender (Condea emoryi), apricot mallow (Sphaeralcea ambigua), bladderpod 
(Cleomella arborea), brittle bush (Encelia farinosa), fiveneedle pricklyleaf (Thymophylla 
pentachaeta), climbing milkweed (Funastrum cynanchoides var. hartwegii), blue bells 

https://elizabethlc.lausd.org/apps/pages/index.jsp?uREC_ID=3803988&type=d&pREC_ID=2463607


(Phacelia campanularia), bird’s eye gilia (Gilia tricolor) and Coulter’s lupine (Lupinus 
sparsiflorus).The Vernal Pools Habitat Garden wows with Otay mesa mint (Pogogyne 
nudiuscula), chamise (Adenostoma fasciculatum), thread leaved brodiaea (Brodiaea 
filifolia), Orcutt’s brodiaea (Brodiaea orcuttii), San Diego ceanothus (Ceanothus 
cyaneus), toothed calicoflower (Downingia cuspidata), woolly marbles (Psilocarphus 
brevissimus), golden spined cereus (Bergerocactus emoryi), sacred datura (Datura 
wrightii), truncate leaf lupine (Lupinus truncatus), Menzies’ fiddleneck (Amsinckia 
menziesii), owl’s clover (Castilleja exserta), tidy tips (Layia platyglossa), fringe-pod 
(Thysanocarpus curvipes), Arroyo lupine (Lupinus succulentus), deerweed (Acmispon 
glaber), “chocolate chip” stemmed ceanothus (Ceanothus verrucosus), school bells 
(Dipterostemon capitatus), sawtooth goldenbush (Hazardia squarrosa), California poppy 
(Eschscholzia californica), yellow-rayed goldfields (Lasthenia glabrata), cliff spurge 
(Euphorbia misera), spine shrub (Adolphia californica), and Del Mar manzanita 
(Arctostaphylos glandulosa ssp. crassifolia). Additional species in their Chaparral 
Habitat Garden include blue paloverde (Parkinsonia florida), chaparral honeysuckle 
(Lonicera interrupta), San Clemente Island bush mallow (Malacothamnus clementinus), 
wine-cup clarkia (Clarkia purpurea), island bush monkeyflower (Diplacus parviflorus), 
Douglas Iris (Iris douglasiana), Island ceanothus (Ceanothus arboreus), fairy lantern 
(Calochortus albus), Island pitcher sage (Lepechinia fragrans), chaparral brodiaea 
(Brodiaea jolonensis), Southern mountain misery (Chamaebatia australis), Peirson’s 
morning glory (Calystegia peirsonii), Matilija poppy (Romneya coulteri), woolly 
paintbrush (Castilleja foliolosa), Southern California black walnut (Juglans californica), 
Nevin’s barberry (Berberis nevinii), pink fairy duster (Calliandra eriophylla), black sage 
(Salvia mellifera), rooreh (Claytonia perfoliata), Santa Rosa Island sage (Salvia 
brandegeei), red-skinned onion (Allium haematochiton), sugar bush (Rhus ovata), 
Santa Cruz Island buckwheat (Eriogonum arborescens), and blue-eyed grass 
(Sisyrinchium bellum). 
 
Elizabeth Learning Center is located off Elizabeth Street between Atlantic and Wilcox 
Avenues in Cudahy. Most gardens can be seen from the sidewalk in front of the school 
without having to check in at the Main Office. For a more immersive visit (like taking in 
the beauty of cobra lilies - Darlingtonia californica) Monday - Friday (no Tuesdays), 
contact George Nanoski, the Habitat Gardens coordinator via 
email: gtn5586@lausd.net . His conference period is 10:30am - 12:20pm on Mondays 
and Thursdays, 9:00am - 10:15am on Wednesdays and Fridays. Or a visit can be 
arranged after 3:30 when school is out. 
 
 

mailto:gtn5586@lausd.net


  

 



  

  
Blue paloverde (Parkinsonia florida), pink fairy duster (Calliandra eriophylla), male Valley Carpenter Bee 
on Black Sage.  
Splendid Mariposa Lilies (Calochortus splendens), catclaw (Senegalia greggii), chamise (Adenostoma 
fasciculatum). Photos by George Nanoski. 

 
     
  
 

 

That’s it for this week. Look for our next report on Friday, May 31st and check back 
each week for the most up to date information on southern California wildflower regions 
to visit. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 


