
Education & Outreach Offerings for Groups and Organizations

Speakers, 
Presentations, 
Workshops,  
& More.
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Immerse your group in the beauty and wonder of 

California native plants. Our robust Education Program 

spans horticulture, design, maintenance, botany, art, 

poetry, nature walks, and more. Taught by our staff and 

seasoned professionals, our offerings are tailored for all 

experience levels—from curious beginners to  

seasoned gardeners. 

Located on 22 acres in the San Fernando Valley,  

the Theodore Payne Foundation is a nonprofit 

organization that inspires and educates Southern 

Californians about the beauty and ecological benefits of 

California native plants. 

Our gardens and education center offer an exceptional 

experience for learners of all ages, featuring unique 

presentations, hands-on workshops, and guided 

experiences within an immersive native plant landscape.

Explore the World of California 
Native Plants with Us!

Education & Outreach Offerings for Groups and Organizations
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Program Fees 

Offsite Programs 

• $350/hour per educator 

Additional material fees may apply 

On-site & Online Programs 

• $250/hour per educator or tour guide 

Additional material fees may apply 

Facilities Rentals 

• $200/hour for indoor classroom use 

• $100/hour for garden pergola use

From our gardens to your community, we cultivate shared 

learning experiences. 

Guest Speakers & Panelists . . . page 4 

Engaging presentations for events, conferences, and 

community gatherings. 

Presentations & Hands-On Workshops . . page 4-6 

Perfect for colleges, community groups, and 

organizations—customized to your audience. 

On-site Guided Tours . . . page 7 

Tour our native gardens and join interactive programs at 

our Sun Valley location. 

Group Volunteer Opportunities . . . page 7 

Lend a hand while learning about native plants in a 

beautiful setting. 

Community Outreach Tables (Free) . . . page 9 

Invite our staff/volunteers to your event to share free 

resources and expert tips on how California native plants 

conserve water, support wildfire resilience, and sustain 

local wildlife.

What We Offer

Host a Native Plant Program 
at Your Site—or Visit Us!

Available to both public and private groups—including 

libraries, colleges, clubs, and community organizations.  

On-site group sizes generally range from 12–30 participants, 

depending on the activity.
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Introduction to Native Plants (English or Spanish) 

Understanding what makes a plant “native” and how 

these plants support our urban ecosystems and  

local biomes. 

Native Plant Identification Walk-and-Talks 

Explore California natives in the landscape while learning 

how to identify common species. 

Right Plant, Right Place: Planting for Success  

A practical guide to choosing appropriate native plants 

for your space and conditions. 

Introduction to Native Plant Garden Design 

Get an overview of the design process for native plant 

gardens, from concept to plan. 

Container Gardening with Native Plants 

Discover how to successfully grow native plants in pots—

ideal for patios and small spaces 

Native Plant Maintenance Basics 

Tips and seasonal techniques for pruning, mulching, and 

tending native landscapes.

Program Catalog

Foundational Native Plant Topics
—Gardening & Ecology

Lawn to Garden: Making the Transition to More 

	    Sustainable Landscaping 

Step-by-step strategies for removing turf and creating 

thriving native plant landscapes. 

Companion Planting with Natives for Edible Gardens 

How native plants can support edible gardens through 

habitat and soil health. 

Special Topics & Engagements 
Members of our staff are also available to give talks or 

participate in panels, sharing their expertise and 

highlighting the Theodore Payne Foundation’s work in 

native plant conservation and efforts to build a greener, 

more sustainable future. Inquiries are welcome.
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Creating Native Plant Pollinator Gardens 

An overview of designing gardens that support bees, 

butterflies, and other pollinators. 

Creating Native Plant Wildlife Habitat Gardens 

Learn how to design spaces that welcome birds, 

mammals, insects, and other creatures. 

Monarchs and Milkweed (optional demonstration/workshop) 

Explore the monarch’s lifecycle, threats, and how to 

support them with native milkweed. 

Buzz & Bloom: Getting to Know our Native Bees 

Meet Southern California’s native bees and learn how to 

garden with them in mind. 

Flutter & Flower: Our Native Butterflies and Moths 

Focus on native Lepidoptera, their host plants, and 

seasonal nectar sources.

Program Catalog

Native Plants for  
Pollinators & Wildlife

Flora & Fauna: Getting to Know Our Urban Wildlife 

A look at the native animals sharing our cities and how 

plants support their survival. 

Backyard Bugs 

Beyond bees and butterflies, an Introduction to common 

and beneficial insects in native plant gardens.
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Landscaping for Wildfire Resilience (English or Spanish) 

Understanding wildfire, home hardening concepts, 

landscape design strategies, and plant choices that 

support safety and resilience in fire-prone areas. 

Fire-Resilient Gardens: A Maintenance Walk and Talk 

Hands-on discussion of best practices for maintaining 

fire-resilience in the garden. 

Chaparral 101: Plants, People, and Place (optional walk & talk) 

Understand this iconic ecosystem and how to live 

responsibly in its interface zones. 

Botany of Fire (optional demonstration) 

Learn how native plants respond to fire, including 

serotiny, resprouting, and seed germination. 

Adaptive Chaparral Walk & Talk 

Explore local chaparral in the field, focusing on plant 

adaptations and ecology.

Program Catalog

Wildfire Resilience & ChaparralSeed Propagation of Native Plants (workshop) 

Practice sowing native seeds while learning techniques 

for timing, care, and success. 

Propagation of Native Plants with Cuttings (workshop) 

Learn how to propagate woody plants through cuttings

—includes live demo and practice. 

Native Plant Seed Harvesting (Summer) (demonstration— 

optional workshop) Seasonal class focused on 

collecting, cleaning, and storing native seeds. 

All About Bulbs (Spring and Fall) (optional demonstration) 

Explore the beauty and life cycles of native geophytes. 

Nature Journaling (workshop—various topics) 

Develop observation skills and creative expression 

through drawing and writing exercises. Topics include 

wildflowers, oaks, leaves, pinecones, and more. 

Native Plant Wreath Making (workshop) 

Create a seasonal wreath using fresh and dried native 

plants—no experience required.

Hands-On Workshops & Demos
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Join us for an inspiring tour of the Theodore Payne 

Foundation for Wild Flowers and Native Plants, located on 

22 acres of canyon land in Los Angeles. Our docent-led 

tours begin in the vibrant demonstration gardens 

surrounding our headquarters and classroom, highlighting 

the beauty and diversity of native plant landscapes. 

You'll visit our nursery, bookstore, and seed house, and then 

go behind the scenes to explore our seed processing and 

production areas—an essential part of our mission to 

conserve and grow California native plants. The tour 

concludes at the foot of Wildflower Hill, with an optional 

short hike offering sweeping views and a peaceful walking 

experience. 

Whether you're a native plant enthusiast, educator, or 

simply curious about sustainable gardening, this tour offers 

insight into how native plants shape healthy communities 

and ecosystems. 

Up to ~20 participants per docent.

At the Theodore Payne Foundation 

Guided Tours

Bring your group to get hands-on with California native plants! 

Our seasonal volunteer experiences offer a meaningful way to 

connect with nature and support our mission. 

Activities may include: planting new natives, mulching, 

removing fire-prone invasive plants, weeding and trail upkeep, 

sorting bulbs, packaging seeds, or learning plant ID while 

tagging nursery plants. 

Whether you're a college, workplace, or community group,  

our guided volunteer days combine education with  

ecological action. 

Up to 15 participants per educator/team lead.

Group Volunteer Opportunities
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📍 Visiting Our Site 
• Our site includes rocky, uneven terrain and multiple sets of 

stairs. If your group includes individuals for whom this may 

be a concern, please let us know in advance so we can make 

accommodations. 

• The gardens contain cacti and other prickly or spiny plants. 

• Some plants on-site are not safe to touch or ingest. 

• Restrooms and water bottle refills are available. 

• Dress for indoor/outdoor conditions: wear layers, sun 

protection, closed-toe shoes, and bring a refillable  

water bottle. 

• No food or drinks are sold on-site—please plan ahead. 

• Attendees may be asked to sign a photo release and liability 

On-site Considerations
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We’re happy to provide educational tables at community events

—pending staff availability. Our outreach team shares materials 

on California native plants and offers insights into how these 

plants conserve water, support wildfire resilience, control 

erosion, and create energy-efficient landscapes that sustain 

local wildlife. Visitors can pick up free resources, seeds, and 

expert gardening tips to help bring the beauty and benefits of 

native plants to their homes or communities. 

Outreach tables are offered free of charge, but due to our 

full event calendar, we recommend submitting your request 

at least two months in advance. 

At Your Community Event

Community Outreach Tables

🗓  Book Your Event! 

To submit a request, please fill out our  

online form. We’ll follow up to plan your visit. 

Due to our full event calendar, we recommend 

submitting your request at least four weeks  

in advance.  

Thank you for your interest—we look forward 

to partnering with you.
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Classroom & Demonstration Gardens
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