Informal Education for Students K-12th Grade

Field Trips,
Workshops &
Presentations
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On-Site

At the Foundation

Inspire your students with the
beauty and biodiversity of California

native plants.

Located on 22 acres in the San Fernando Valley,

the Theodore Payne Foundation is a nonprofit organization
that inspires and educates Southern Californians about the
beauty and ecological benefits of California native plants.

Our gardens and education center offer an exceptional
experience for learners of all ages, featuring unique
presentations and hands-on workshops within an immersive

native plant landscape.
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Themes & Activities by Age Group

Kindergarten
60-75 minutes

Native Plant Adaptations & Identification:
Explore plant shapes, textures, and smells. Practice observing leaves,
flowers, and stems through a nature scavenger hunt.

Pollinator Habitat:

Learn about bees, butterflies, moths, and more. Search for
appropriate host plants in the garden for various
pollinator species.

Native Animals & Habitat:
Listen for birds and look for signs of animals that share our city with
us. Play Animal and Habitat Bingo.

Native Seeds:
Discover seeds of all shapes and sizes, and plant a few to take home
for observation. (Materials fee may apply.)

Grades 1-5
60-90 minutes

Native Plant Adaptations & Identification:

Learn how native plants have adapted to our Mediterranean-type
seasons. Practice observational skills through sketching techniques
or a scavenger hunt.

Pollinator Habitat:

Learn how plants and pollinators have adapted together. Search for
appropriate host plants in the garden for various

pollinator species.

Native Animals & Habitat:
Learn about our native flora and fauna. Discuss what animals need to
survive and how gardens support wildlife.

Native Seeds:
Learn about various dispersal adaptations and plant a few to take
home for observation. (Materials fee may apply.)
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Themes & Activities by Age Group

Grades 6-8
90-120 minutes

Native Plant Adaptations & Identification:

Investigate how plant traits reflect the many specific biomes of
California. Practice observational skills through sketching techniques
or a scavenger hunt.

Pollinator Habitat:

Learn how plants use pollinator syndromes to communicate with
pollinators. Practice observational skills to hypothesize which
pollinators are co-adapted to various plants.

Native Animals & Habitat:
Learn about our native flora and fauna. Discuss what animals need to
survive and how native gardens act as ecological corridors.

Native Seeds:
Explore seed anatomy and learn about various native seed
adaptions. Plant a few to take home for observation. (Materials fee

may apply.)
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Themes & Activities by Age Group

Grades 9-12
90-120 minutes

Native Plant Adaptations & Identification:

Investigate how plant traits reflect the many specific biomes of
California. Conduct in-depth observations and compare adaptations
across ecosystems.

Pollinator Habitat:

Learn how plants use pollinator syndromes to communicate with
pollinators. Discuss current issues in pollinator conservation and
habitat design.

Native Animals & Habitat:

Discuss what native flora and fauna need to survive and how native
gardens act as ecological corridors. Consider the benefits and
challenges of ecological restoration and urban habitat design.

Native Seeds:

Explore seed anatomy and learn about various native seed
adaptions. Practice propagation techniques and seed processing as
used in habitat restoration work. (Materials fee may apply.)
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On-site Considerations & Requirements

Site Conditions

What to Expect:

Our site includes rocky, uneven terrain and multiple sets
of stairs. If your group includes individuals for whom this
may be a concern, please let us know in advance so we
can make accommodations.

The gardens contain cacti and other prickly or spiny
plants.

Some plants on-site are not safe to touch or ingest, and

we ask that students are supervised closely during visits.

Restrooms and water bottle refills are available.

Program Fees

$250/hour for up to 15 students
$500/hour for 16—30 students

Discounts may be available for Title | schools and
community-based groups. Please inquire.

Visit Requirements

What to Bring:

« Groups must provide 1 adult chaperone per 6 students..

All students must provide a waiver signed by a parent or
guardian by time of their arrival.

« Students should be prepared for indoor and outdoor

conditions: Wear layers, closed-toe shoes, sun
protection, and a bring a refillable water bottle.

» Food and drinks are not sold onsite—please plan ahead.

Schedule Your Visit

To submit a request, please fill out our

online form. We'll follow up to plan your visit.

Field trips, workshops, and K-12 presentations are typically
available Tuesday through Thursday, 9:00 AM to 4:00 PM,,

pending staff availability. Due to our full event calendar, we
recommend submitting your request at least four weeks in
advance. We'll follow up to plan your visit! Thank you!


https://forms.monday.com/forms/a71f9146dc3999d71bf8c43e371de08c?r=use1

Offsite Presentations & Workshops

At Your Location

We offer offsite programs for

groups of 30 or more students.

Many of our lessons can be adapted for classrooms or other
offsite locations, bringing native plant education directly to
your school or community space. Hands-on experiences
and interactive activities can be arranged to fit your setting.
A materials fee may apply. Please email us for details and
availability: programs@theodorepayne.org

Offsite Program Fees

Typical prices start at $350/hour for per educator.
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