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NATIVE PLANTS FOR EROSION CONTROL  
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For erosion control and slope stabilization, we suggest using a combination of perennials, shrubs and 
trees with different growth habits and rooting depths. We also recommend applying jute netting 

and/or wattles to bare slopes prior to planting, since new plantings will not hold the soil until their 
roots become established.  

THE FOLLOWING PLANTS ARE ALL DROUGHT TOLERANT, ONCE ESTABLISHED 

GROUNDCOVERS & GRASSES (for surface soil retention) 
Achillea millefolium (common yarrow) – 18 in. H x 3’ W, spreading—Fern-like foliage; white flowers. Part 
sun. 
Arctostaphylos ‘John Dourley’, A. ‘Pacific Mist’ and others (manzanita)—Evergreen foliage, winter or 

spring flowers, and red-brown bark. Full to part sun. 
Baccharis pilularis ‘Twin Peaks No. 2’ or B. p. ‘Pigeon Point’ (dwarf coyote brush)—1-2’ H x 5-8’ W—

Adaptable and evergreen. Excellent soil stabilizer. Full sun. 
Ceanothus thyrsiflorus var. griseus 'Yankee Point' (Yankee Point California lilac)—2-3’ H x 1-12’ W—fast 

growing, adaptable and evergreen. Blue spring flowers.  
Salvia spp., groundcovers, such as ‘Terra Seca,’ ‘Pt. Sal,’ ‘Bees Bliss’—2’ H x 6’ W—fragrant and colorful 

spreaders. Full sun.  
Elymus (Leymus) ‘Canyon Prince’ (Canyon Prince giant wild rye)—4’ H x 5’ W, spreading—Upright, blue 

green foliage. Full to part sun. 
Epilobium canum ssp. canum and cvs. (California fuchsia)—1’ H x 4’ W—low grower with tubular, usually 

red to orange red, late summer/early fall flowers. Heat and sun tolerant.    
Eriogonum fasciculatum, groundcover cultivars E. ‘Theodore Payne’, E. ‘Warriner Lytle’, E. ‘Bruce 

Dickinson’—2’ H x 10’ W—sprawling with stems that root along the ground. Full sun. 
Muhlenbergia rigens (deergrass)—3’ H x 4’ W—deep-rooted, showy ornamental bunch grass. Full sun. 
Ribes viburnifolium (evergreen currant)—2’ H x 6’ W—shade-loving fragrant groundcover. Good under 

oaks. 
Sporobolous airoides (alkali sacaton)—2’ H x 3’ W—Airy and ornamental bunchgrass. Full sun. 
 
SMALL SHRUBS (for soil retention and limited hillside stabilization) 
Artemisia californica (California sagebrush)—4’ H x 4’ W—Local native with grey very fragrant foliage. 
Brickellia californica (brickell bush)—4’ H x 6’ W—Easy to grow and tough; reseeds naturally.  
Encelia californica, (California bush sunflower)—4’ H x 5’ W—Fast-growing, colorful and easy to grow. 
Eriogonum fasciculatum (California buckwheat)—3-4’ H x 4’—Tough adaptable plant. Late spring into 

summer white or pinkish flowers.  
Peritoma (Isomeris) arborea (bladderpod)—4’ H x 4’ W—Intricate yellow flowers and unique seed pods. 
Salvia species and cultivars (sage)—Fragrant shrubs with showy flowers. Low spreading S. spathacea 

(hummingbird sage) is especially attractive to hummers and tolerates shade. 
Symphoricarpos mollis (creeping snowberry)—3’ H x 6’ W—Low spreading shrub with large white berries.  

Part sun to shade. 

   

http://theodorepayne.org/mediawiki/index.php?title=Baccharis_pilularis
http://theodorepayne.org/mediawiki/index.php?title=Ceanothus_thyrsiflorus_var._griseus_%27Yankee_Point%27
http://theodorepayne.org/mediawiki/index.php?title=Epilobium_canum_ssp._canum
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LARGE SHRUBS & TREES (for hillside stabilization) 
Arctostaphylos spp. and cultivars (manzanita)—Deep-rooted and long-lived. Evergreen with red-brown 

bark. Flower colors range from white to pink; blooming times range from early fall to mid spring. Full to 
part sun. 

Baccharis pilularis ssp.  (coyote brush)—6’ H x 8’ W—Tough rounded evergreen shrub. White flowers.  
Ceanothus spp. (California lilac)—sizes vary. Fast growing and evergreen with lightly scented blue 

(sometimes white) flowers in spring. Full to part sun. 
Heteromeles arbutifolia (toyon)—15’ H x 15’ W—Tough, adaptable, evergreen with red berries in winter! 

Important bird plant. Full sun to shade. 
Juglans californica (black walnut)—20’ H x 10’ W—Deciduous local tree; great wildlife value. Full to part 

sun. 
Malacothamnus spp. (bush mallow)—Medium to large evergreen shrubs. Light pink flowers. Full sun. 
Malosma laurina (laurel sumac)—18’ H x 18’ W—Full sun. 
Prunus ilicifolia ssp. ilicifolia (holly-leaf cherry)—15’ H x 15’ W – A handsome shrub with shiny evergreen 

foliage, sprays of white flowers and sweet, red-to-black, bird attracting fruit. Full sun to shade. 
Rhus integrifolia (lemonade berry)—10’ H x 30’ W—Tough evergreen shrub with tart berries. Full sun to 

shade. 
Rhus ovata (sugar bush)—15’ H x 15’ W—Tough, aromatic, attaining large size. Full to part sun. 
Romneya coulteri (Matilija poppy)—8’H x spreading—Beautiful, white yellow-centered flowers, but the 

plant is quite invasive. Full sun. 
Quercus agrifolia (coast live oak)—75’ H x 60’ W—Large, slow-growing evergreen tree. A local icon. Full to 

part sun. 
Sambucus nigra ssp. caerulea (blue elderberry)—20’ H x 15’ W—Pretty flower clusters and berries; 

accepts moisture or drought. Full sun. 

 

THE FOLLOWING PLANTS WILL ALWAYS NEED REGULAR TO MODERATE IRRIGATION  
 

Alnus rhombifolia (alder)—75’ H x 40’ W—Shade tree. Needs regular deep watering. Larval food plant for 
the western tiger swallowtail butterfly. Roots are nitrogen-fixing but can be invasive--plant away from 
foundations. Winter deciduous. 
Baccharis salicifolia (mulefat)—10’ H x 8’ W—Tolerates seasonal moisture, some drought. Habitat plant. 
Calycanthus occidentalis (spice bush)—12’ H x 12’ W—Showy, lotus-like flowers. Excellent for bird 
habitat, shade, and riparian gardens. Deer resistant. Winter deciduous. 
Cercis occidentalis (western redbud)—15’ H x 12’ W—Magenta flowers in early spring. Winter deciduous. 
Cornus sericea (red-twig dogwood)—15’ H x 10’ W—Best in moist shady areas. Stunning fall color. Winter 
deciduous. 
Juncus spp. (rush, wiregrass)—3-5’ H x spreading—Tolerates water or some drought. Can be invasive. 
Platanus racemosa (western sycamore)—80’ H x 30’ W—Large deciduous tree; likes water. 
Rosa californica (California wild rose)—5’ H x spreading—Forms thickets in sun or shade; best with 
moderate to regular water. Pink spring flowers followed by colorful rose hips. Winter deciduous. 
Salix spp. (willow)—Likes water. Important forage source for butterflies. Winter deciduous. 
Umbellularia californica (California bay laurel)—75’ H x 60’ W—Excellent tree for woodland/riparian 
landscapes. Slow to establish, then grows quickly. Fragrant leaves can be used in cooking.  

http://theodorepayne.org/mediawiki/index.php?title=Malosma_laurina
http://theodorepayne.org/mediawiki/index.php?title=Alnus_rhombifolia

